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Bottles in which Dr. Manly Hardy’s patent medicines were sold.  Front row, left to right:  two 

bottles of Hardy’s Cholera Preventative sold by Wm. G. Hardy; middle, M. & W. G. Hardy Hot 

Drops; and two bottles on left, Hardy’s Liniment (sold by E. A. Buck). Second row, left to right: 

two 7 3/8 in. Dr. Manly Hardy’s Bitters (Bangor); and on the right, two 6 ¼ in. Dr. Manly 

Hardy’s Bitters (Bangor).  The four bottles in the third row are all 7 3/8 in. Dr. Manly Hardy’s 

Bitters (Bangor).  The three bottles in last row are 7 3/8 in. are Dr. Manly Hardy’s Bitters (two 

Bangor, one Boston).  All bottles have pontils with the exception of the two Hardy’s Liniments 

and the Boston Hardy’s Bitters. Sam Fuller and Bill Krohn collections. 
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Dr. Manly Hardy (1778-1849): Three Generations of 

Maine Patent Medicine Makers 
 

 William B. Krohn
1  

Professor Emeritus 

Department of Wildlife Ecology 

University of Maine, Orono 
 

Dr. Manly Hardy’s Genuine Jaundice Bitters bottles are prized by bottle collectors 

throughout the U.S.A.  If one searches the bottle collecting literature, or the web, 

accurate information about the variants of Hardy bitters bottles can be found (e.g., 

Ring and Ham 1998).  However, the information about the people responsible for 

inventing, making, and distributing these medicines is often speculative (e.g., the 

web site “Bottle Pickers).  It is the author’s hope that this  document helps to 

correct this situation by providing facts about the Hardy family members 

associated with Hardy’s bitters and other patent medicines.    

     The Hardys that settled the lower section of Maine’s Penobscot River Valley 

emigrated from southern New Hampshire during the early 1800s.  The Hardys that 

moved to Maine may have been related to Dr. Samuel Hardy (1804-1879), founder 

of a patent medicine company in Cornish Flat, New Hampshire. (Although the 

author was not able to define the exact relationship).  Dr. Samuel Hardy started his 

patented medicine business in 1836 (Childs 1911: 88), decades after Dr. Manly 

Hardy had first made jaundice bitters (see below). For more information about Dr. 

Samuel Hardy, and his long-lived company, see Child (1911: 88-89), Ring and 

Ham (1998: 263 & 265), the web (i.e., “Dr. Samuel Hardy, History of New 

Hampshire  Bitters”), and Illustrations  [1] and [2].  

     With the above as an introduction, now let’s dig into the basic facts, and 

sources, about the key characters associated with Dr. Manly Hardy’s Genuine 

Jaundice Bitters: 

___________________________________________________ 
1 – 

I became interested in the Hardys while researching my 2005 book:  Manly Hardy (1832-

1910):  The Life and Writing of a Maine Fur-buyer, Hunter, and Naturalist.   
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Dr. Manly Hardy (1778-1849) [Illustrations 3-10, 14, 18, & 19] 
 

     Dr. Hardy was born around 1778 in New Sweden, New Hampshire.  He studied 

under two doctors in Rowley, Massachusetts to earn his medical certification, Drs. 

Amos Spofford and Moses D. Spofford  (Anonymous. 1890; another source gives 

different doctors, but because I believe this citation to have come primarily from E. 

A. Buck, Dr. Manly Hardy’s grandson, I cite it here).  When 27 years old (i.e., 

1805), Dr. Hardy moved to Bucksport, Maine (Anonymous. 1886; Anonymous. 

1889), and served as Bucksport’s town clerk for 8 years (Anonymous 1886).  In 

addition to being a doctor and town clerk, he was an accomplished musician, 

sportsman, Justice of The Peace (JOTP), and a maker/seller of jaundice bitters. Dr. 

Manly Hardy moved to Bangor in 1843 when he was 65 years old. (Anonymous 

1886). He lived on Washington Street and had an office on Exchange Street. 

(Bangor Directory). Dr. Hardy’s residency in Bangor lasted only 6 years as he died 

in 1849 at age 71. (Dr. Manly Hardy’s year of death has also been given as 1850; 

again, I deferred to his grandson).   

     A newspaper article printed in March 1889 noted that the formula for Dr. 

Hardy’s Bitters was “composed only of roots, barks, and herbs.  After his death it 

was preserved to his children and now for over seventy-five years has been a 

favorite family medicine.” While this quote indicates that Dr. Hardy’s Bitters 

started in 1814 [i.e., 1889 –75 = 1814], four Hardy’s Bitters advertisements in 

Bangor newspapers published between 1848 and 1853 suggest that the initial year 

of production was 1800 (range: 1797-1803).  Thus, it appears that Dr. Manly 

Hardy first made his jaundice bitters while in his mid-twenties, shortly before he 

moved north to Maine.  

           

Johnathan T. Hardy (1803-1864) [Illustrations 11 & 12] 
 

     Johnathan Titcomb Hardy was Dr. Manly Hardy’s nephew. He also moved 

from southern New Hampshire to Maine, and in 1833 lived in Castine, Maine.  

Two years later, Johnathan  and his young family moved to Brewer, where they 

spent the rest of his life (Krohn 2005).  Jonathan was a fur trader and dealer in 

canoes, canoe paddles, snowshoes, and the like. As a young man, Jonathan  
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collected thistle seeds for his uncle, Dr. Manly Hardy, to use in his bitters.  By so 

doing, the young Jonathan earned the nickname of “Thistle Ranger.”  Jonathan 

married Emmeline Freeman Wheeler of Hampden; their only child was Manly 

Hardy (Krohn 2005). 

 

Manly Hardy (1832-1910) [Illustration 13] 
 

Manly hardy was named for his great-uncle, Dr. Manly Hardy. Manly took over 

his father’s fur trade business and became quite well off, investing in stocks and 

bonds.  According to Manly’s daughter, Fannie Hardy Eckstorm (FHE) – a Maine 

historian: 

 

      Doctor Hardy was the best, perhaps the only physician in that vicinity  

      [Bucksport] and was well known. As a side issue he originated a house- 

      hold remedy for cure of jaundice. A letter of his dated August 31, 1835  

      to J. T.H. [Johnathan T. Hardy, his nephew] in Brewer, says he is sending 

      a box containing 8 dozen of his Betters, with Show Bills, retailing at $2 a  

      dozen, or 25 cts a single paper, and “not under.” 

           Many years after his death some druggist got his prescription and adver- 

      tised widely “Dr. Manly Hardy, a genuine jaundice bitters,” to the annoyance  

      of my father who often received orders for them. It was a family joke. (FHE  

      Papers, Special Collections, University of Maine).  

 

Rufus K.  Hardy (1808 - ?)  [Illustrations 6 & 7] 
 

Rufus K. Hardy was the second child of Dr. Manly Hardy.  Dr. Hardy and his wife, 

Mary Sherburn Hardy (1778-1853), had 6 children – four boys and two girls 

(Anonymous. 1889-1890).  From 1839 through 1848, Rufus was in the lumber 

business in Bangor and Castine, handling over $ 500,000 in business during some 

years (Poor 1858; also see the Bangor Directory, 1843 & 1846).  In 1848, Rufus K. 

and his brother, William G. (see below), owned R. K. & W. G. Druggists on 

Exchange Street in Bangor.  In 1851, R. K. & W. G. Hardy druggists and patent 

medicine makers moved to 3 Harlow Street.  By 1855, William was running his 

own apothecary and Rufus was an accountant and book keeper, a position he held  
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until at least 1859-60 (Bangor Directories, 1848-1860).  At some time after 1860,  

Rufus moved to Burlington, Illinois where he died at his son’s home (Anonymous 

1890).   

 

William G. Hardy (1812-1872) [Illustrations 7, 14, & 15] 
 

William G. Hardy was the third child of Dr. Manly Hardy.  William was a Bangor 

druggist for many years, being listed in the 1851 Bangor Directory as having an 

apothecary on 3 East Market Street in Bangor.  According to an advertisement in 

The Daily Mercury of 17 September 1853, Wm. G. Hardy was the proprietor for 

Dr. Manly Hardy’s bitters.  His store, according to a series of advertisements in 

Bangor newspapers, was at No. 3 Harlow’s Block from at least 1852 to 1854. 

At some time after 1855, William moved to Boston where he died in 1872 

(Anonymous. 1890).  According to the Boston Business Directories for the period 

1855-1873, William owned and operated an apothecary for the entire time he 

resided in Boston. Assuming Hardy moved to Boston in 1855-56, and was the 

source of Dr. Manly Hardy bitters (likely because he had an apothecary, the Boston 

version Dr. Manly Hardy’s Bitters was likely produced for 16 years, 1856-1872. 

     While running his drug store in Bangor at No. 3 Harlow’s Block, William sold 

more than medicines.  Consider an advertisement that he ran in the Bangor Daily 

Whig & Courier on 9 February 1853: 
 

WOLVES AND FOXES 

 

        REJOICE again that I have just received a new stock of the rare old 

        Poison, which so beautifully and instantaneously hand over to the 

        shades.  Be sure there is none half so certain and so speedy in it’s effects. 
 

     Wm. G. Hardy was apparently selling strychnine, a poison that Jonathan T. 

Hardy sold to woodsman in the 1840-50s to kill foxes and wolves (Krohn, 2005, 

see endnotes 42 & 43, p. 226).  

      

Edward A. Buck (1843-1908) [Illustrations 16, 17 , 18, & 19] 
 

Edward A. Buck of Bangor, Maine was best known in his day as an avid Atlantic  
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Salmon angler and a maker of fine leather moccasins.  He also was the grandson  

of Dr. Manly Hardy, being the second child of Dr. Manly Hardy’s daughter, Sarah. 

As adults, Buck and his wife owned Dr. Manly Hardy’s court records. (In the  

1880s, JOTP judged minor criminal cases as well as performed marriages)  

(Anonymous 1890).   

     E. A. Buck & Co, Edward’s boot/moccasin manufacturing company, was 

started  in 1871.  In the 1880s, the company was located at various addresses on 

Bangor’s Exchange Street. In the company’s heyday, it made moccasins under 

Federal contract; these moccasins were for Native Americans living  on 

reservations in the West. (Anonymous. 1908). In the mid-1890s, this company had 

a gross annual income of $40,000 (Buck 1895). At this time, Buck’s company was 

one of four boot and shoe manufacturers in Bangor.  The reason for so many 

boot/moccasin makers in Bangor, a relatively small city, was simple – tannin.  

Tannin, which is a liquid that comes from hemlock trees, was the key to tanning 

raw hide.  Maine’s forests had an abundant supply of hemlock trees from which the 

bark could be stripped and the tannin extracted.  During this period, there were 

more than two dozen tanneries scattered across Maine processing the hides of 

cows, deer, elk, moose, and even buffalo (brought into Maine via railroads).   

        Edward A. Buck, as the official agent for Dr. Hardy’s products, made and 

sold Hardy’s Liniment and Hardy’s Cholera Preventive in addition to Hardy’s 

Jaundice Bitters. The earliest Bangor newspapers located that show E. A. Buck as 

the official agent of Hardy medicines dates to 1884. Note that this is around the 

time William G. Hardy moved to Boston (i.e., 1855-56). The oldest E. A. Buck 

document I have seen that mentions Dr. Manly Hardy’s medicines is dated 1887 

(Illustration 18]; the most recent Dr. Manly Hardy’s advertising piece known to the 

author is from 1892 (Illustration 8]. 

     In 1904, E. A. Buck & Co. was having trouble paying their bills. In December 

1907, Edward A. Buck and his company were put into receivership.  Isaiah K. 

Stetson, whose office was located at 180 Exchange Street in Bangor, had the tasks 

of liquating assets and settling all outstanding bills.  The selling of assets was done 

by the spring of 1908 and most creditors settled for 25 cents on the dollar. (Stetson 

Family Papers, Special Collections, Fogler Library, University of Maine).  Going 

through bankruptcy was stressful on Buck, and his health started to fail in 1907. 
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In the early morning hours of a cold, February night in 1908, Edward E. Buck died 

in his home at 299 State Street, Bangor (Anonymous 1908).   

      E. A. Buck & Co. was reformed after Edward’s death. (probably by his son, 

Joseph).  How long this boot and shoe company remained in business is uncertain.  

However, advertisements placed in a number of sporting periodicals published in 

1917 (i.e., Forest and Stream, Hunter-Trapper-Trader, and Outing)  show that E. 

A. Buck & Co. operated for at least 9 more years – yielding a minimum total 

operating life of 46 years.  

     The Hardys, and E. A. Buck after William Hardy’s death, manufactured a wide 

range of products in the circa 117 years they were in business.  According to 

extensive research into early Bangor newspaper advertisements, Samuel E. Fuller 

found mention of the following products:   Jaundice Bitters, Cholera Preventative, 

Liniments, Hot Drops, German Pain Killer, Ox and Horse Liniment, Great 

American Remedy (for coughs, colds, and consumption), Medicated Hair Oil, 

Vegetable Cathartic Pills, All-Healing Salve, and Improved Anodyne Liniment and 

Liquid Opedeldoc.  

 

Acknowledgments. – My sincere thanks to Sam Fuller for sharing his research into 

the patent medicines made by Dr. Manly Hardy, his sons, and grandson. Sam also 

provided a useful review of an earlier draft of this manuscript; any remaining 

errors are the author’s. Jeff Knapp deserves recognition for providing the Dr. 

Manly Hardy advertising sticker. I would appreciate hearing from anyone who has 

documentation that would correct, clarify, or expand on the preceding information.  

Some of the sources covered by this report differ in dates and other details, and 

thus the author does not consider this research the final word. Please feel free to 

contact me at:  wkrohn@maine.edu 
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Summary for The Production of Dr. Manly Hardy’s Bitters 

by Individual Family Members –  

Subject to Revision1 
 

 

     Bangor Version 
 

           Dr. Manly Hardy & William G. Hardy                 ~1843-1849                                  

           Dr. Manly Hardy
2
 & Rufus K. Hardy                    ~1843-1847                                  

           Rufus K. Hardy                                                        1847-1851 

           Rufus K. Hardy & William G. Hardy                      1849-1854 

 

     Boston Version 
 

          Wm. G. Hardy
3
                                                        ~1856-1872 

 

     Post-Hardys (Bangor, Maine) 

 

           Harmon J. Stevens & Edward A. Buck                     1880-1896 

           Edward A. Buck                                                        1884-1908 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 1
 – Based mostly on advertisements found in Bangor, Maine newspapers by Samuel E. Fuller , 

Jr., supplemented with newspaper advertisements and letterheads located by the author.  
 

2
 – According to advertisements published in Bangor (Maine) newspaper advertisements, Dr. 

Manly Hardy started making jaundice bitters around 1800 (range: 1797-1803).    
 

3
 – I was unable to find direct evidence that Wm. G. Hardy made and sold his father’s jaundice 

bitters while living in Boston.  However, the mold used to make the bottle for the Boston version 

of Dr. Manly Hardy’s bitters, and the earlier Bangor bottles, appears to have been made from the 

same mold (except for some wording differences, and a  pontil on the Bangor bottle).  More 

importantly, however, the Boston Business Directories for the period show that William’s 

business while residing in Boston was operating an apothecary.  
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[1]  Front (left) and back (right) of a Dr. Samuel Hardy trade card. Dr. Samuel Hardy (1804-

1879) was born in the State of New York and lived most of his life in New Hampshire.  Dr. 

Manly Hardy (1778-1849) was born in southern New Hampshire, and started making jaundice 

bitters decades before Dr. Samuel Hardy.  (Bill Krohn Collection). 



 

 

 
 

[2]  An 1873 invoice from P. C. Hardy that included Dr. [Samuel] Hardy Bitters addressed to D. 

D. Woodman in Bow Lake, New Hampshire.  In 1869, 10 years before Samuel Hardy dies, his 

two sons – Philemon and Charles – took over the business.  In 1902, the company was known as 

Phil. C. Hardy & Co. (Bill Krohn Collection). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

[3]  Portrait of Dr. Manly Hardy (1778-1849) of Maine.  This woodcut was published in the Up-

River News during 1889, four decades after Dr. Hardy’s death. After Dr. Manly Hardy died, two 

of his sons (William Gray [1812-1872] and Rufus King [1808-?]) continued to make and sell Dr. 

Manly Hardy’s Genuine Jaundice Bitters.  After William’s death, Dr. Manly Hardy’s grandson – 

Edward A. Buck (1843-1908) – made Hardy patent medicines until his death. (Courtesy Special 

Collections, Fogler Library, University of Maine, Orono). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

      [4]  A set of trade cards advertising Dr. Hardy’s Jaundice Bitters. These cards were found in     

      a house attic in Brewer, Maine, and were copyrighted in 1882. In addition to Hardy bitters  

      being sold in a dry form, it was also sold in small and large bottles. (Bill Krohn Collection). 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

[5]  The above label (partial) was used to package Dr. Manly Hardy’s dry bitters. According to 

the four trade cards on the previous page, in the 1880s Hardy’s dry bitters sold for 25 cents, as 

did the small bottle of the liquid form. (Courtesy of Special Collections, Fogler Library, 

University of Maine, Orono). 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

[6]  An advertisement for Dr. Manly Hardy’s Jaundice Bitters published in the Bangor Daily 

Mercury on 17 June 1848.  Rufus K. Hardy, who operated a drug store on Exchange Street in 

Bangor, was one of Dr. Manly Hardy’s son. (Courtesy of the Bangor Public Library). 

 

 

 

 



 
[7]  The bottom portion of an advertisement entitled “Dr. Manly Hardy’s Jaundice Bitters.”  This 

advertisement was published in the Bangor Daily Mercury on 19 March 1849, approximately 

eight months before Dr. Hardy’s death.  Note that at this time Dr. Manly Hardy and his two sons, 

Rufus K. and William G., were all selling the Hardy’s Bitters. (Courtesy of the Bangor Public 

Library). 

 

 
 

[8]  A sticker (1 5/8 in. in diameter) found pasted in the guest register for the Exchange Hotel in 

Farmington, Maine.  This advertising piece was on the page that covered the hotel’s guests for 

period of April 20-27, 1892. The Sticker was most likely made by H. J. Stevens and E. A. Buck. 

(Bill Krohn Collection). 

 



 

 

 

 
 

[9]  A very rare Dr. Manly Hardy’s Jaundice Bitters broadside. This cardboard sign measures 11  

X  8 7/8  inches. This broadside obviously saw considerable service in the Maine outdoors. (Bill 

Krohn Collection). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

[10]  An early, ringed-collar, Dr. Manly Hardy Jaundice Bitters bottle from Bangor, Maine  

(top; has pontil) and a latter bottle from Boston, Massachusetts (no pontil, bottom).  Both bottles 

measure 7 3/8 inches from top to bottom.  The earlier bottle can be found with various collars in 

a tall (7 3/8/ in.) and a short (6 ¼ in) form; the short bottle is very rare. (Bill Krohn Collection). 

 



 
 

[11]  Photograph of a portrait painting of Johnathan Titcomb Hardy (1803-1864), Dr. Manly 

Hardy’s nephew. As a teenager, Johnathan harvested thistle seeds for his uncle’s jaundice bitters, 

earning him the nickname of “Thistle Ranger.” (Courtesy of Colby College). 

 

 
 

[12]  Jonathan T. Hardy’s business card.  In addition to trading in raw furs, he sold a variety of 

items made by Native Americans. Like his uncle Dr. Manly Hardy, Johnathan moved to Maine 

from New Hampshire in the early 1800s. (Courtesy of Special Collections, University of Maine, 

Orono). 

 

 



 

                                      
 

[13]  Manly Hardy was the son of Jonathan T. Hardy.  Manly Hardy was named for his great-

uncle Dr. Manly Hardy, and like his father, was a successful fur trader.(top). The photograph on 

the lower left was taken in 1889 when Manly was 57 years old; photograph on the lower right is 

from 1906 when Manly was 74. (Courtesy of Special Collections, Fogler Library, University of 

Maine, Orono). 



                                         

[14]  This 12-sided bottle is 3-inches tall with a label that reads:  “Hot Drops or No. 6./  

Prepared By/ M. & W. G. HARDY, BANGOR, ME.” The bottle dates between 1843 (yr. Dr. 

Manly Hardy moved to Bangor) and 1849 (yr. Dr. Hardy died). (Bill Krohn Collection). 

 

 
[15]  This 12-sided bottle is 4 ¼ inches tall. The sides read:  Wm. G. HARDY’S/ CHOLERA/  

PREVENTATIVE/  BANGOR/  MAINE.   The bottle dates to circa 1843-1855 (the year the 

Hardys moved to Bangor, and the year just before William moved to Boston) . (Bill Krohn 

Collection). 



     

             
 

[16]  Edward A. Buck, Dr. Manly Hardy’s grandson, was better known for his boots and 

moccasins than as an agent for Dr. Manly Hardy’s bitters and liniments.  Buck advertised in a 

variety of national and statewide outlets, a few of which are shown above. (lower left, 1898 

Guide To North-Eastern Maine; upper left, 1906 In The Maine Woods; lower right, 1903 Forest 

and Stream; and upper right, 1899 Bangor & Vicinity Illustrated). (Bill Krohn Collection). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

[17]  This round bottle is 4 ½ inches tall with sides that read:  HARDY’S LINIMENT/  E. A. 

BUCK PROP./   BANGOR  ME.   This bottle date to circa 1884-1908, the years Edward E. Buck 

was making and selling Dr. Hardy’s patent medicines. (Bill Krohn Collection). 

 

 

 



   

[18]  An 1887 letter signed by E. A. Buck showing that after Dr. Manly Hardy’s two sons 

stopped being involved in making and selling patent medicines, Buck became the family’s 

official agent for Dr. Manly Hardy products. (Bill Krohn Collection). 
 

             

[19]  An 1888 invoice showing that E. A. Buck and H. J. Stevens were the “General Agents” for 

Dr. Manly Hardy’s Bitters.  Harmon J Stevens, according to U. S. Census records, was a “fancy 

goods dealer” and “drugs salesman.” From the mid- to late-1870s, Stevens sold stoves, tin ware, 

and patent medicines out of a store on Hammond Street in Bangor, Maine.  (Bill Krohn 

Collection). 
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