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 William K. Kelley 

 

 

Notre Dame Law School 16628 Woodland Manor Ct. 

P.O. Box 780 Granger, Indiana 46530 

Notre Dame, Indiana 46556      (574) 243-1975 

(574) 631-8646       (703) 717-2892 (cell) 

(574) 631-3595 (fax) 

wkelley@nd.edu 

 

 

Employment 
 

Notre Dame Law School, Notre Dame, Indiana (1995-present) 

Associate Professor of Law (tenured 2001) 

 Associate Dean (2007-2009) 

 

Courses include Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, Federal 

Court Jurisdiction, Constitutional Law II, Legislation and 

Regulation 

 

Faculty Ad Hoc Committee on Professional Formation (2012-

present); Faculty Appointments Committee (2001-2003, 2004-

2005, 2007-2012)(Vice Chair, 2001-2002); ABA Self Study 

Committee (2008-2009)(Chair); Law School Strategic Planning 

Committee (2002, Chair, 2007-2009); Law School Goals & 

Priorities Committee (2000); University Faculty Board on 

Athletics (2004-2005, 2007-present); on leave of absence 2005-

2007 

 

The White House, Washington, D.C. (2005-2007) 

 Deputy Counsel to the President 

 

University of Notre Dame - Australia, Fremantle, Western Australia (Spring 2004) 

Visiting Scholar 

 

    University of Minnesota Law School, Minneapolis, Minnesota (Fall 2001) 

Visiting Professor of Law 

 

Sidley & Austin, Washington, D.C.  (1994-1995) 

Associate in general and appellate litigation practice. 

 

Office of the Solicitor General, U.S. Department of Justice, 

Washington, D.C. (1991-1994) 

Assistant to the Solicitor General  

 

Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, Columbus, Ohio (1989-1991) 
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Associate in general litigation practice 

 

Law Clerk to the Hon. Warren E. Burger & Hon. Antonin Scalia, Supreme Court of 

the United States, Washington, D.C. (1988-1989) 

 

Law Clerk to the Hon. Kenneth W. Starr, United States Court of Appeals for  

the District of Columbia Circuit, Washington, D.C. (1987-1988) 

 

Publications 

 

Articles: 

 

The President and Legislation (in progress) 

 

Principle and Pragmatics in the Separation of Powers (in draft) 

 

The Structural Challenge in Controlling Delegation (in draft) 

 

 Justice Antonin Scalia and the Long Game¸80 Geo. Wash. L. Rev. 1601 (2012) 

 

 Judicial Selection, Federal and State, 32 Amer. J. of Trial Advocacy 453 (2009) 

 

Avoiding Constitutional Questions As a Three-Branch Problem, 86 Cornell Law 

Review 831 (2001) 

 

The Primacy of Political Actors in Accommodation of Religion, 22 Univ. of 

Hawaii L. Rev. 403 (2000) 

 

The Constitutional Dilemma of Litigation Under the Independent Counsel Statute, 

83 Minnesota Law Review 1197 (1999) 

 

Inculcating Constitutional Values, 15 Constitutional Commentary 161 (1998)  

 

 

Book contributions: 

 

The Structural Function of the State Action Doctrine in American Constitutional 

Law, in The Duty to Protect and to Ensure Human Rights (Eckart Klein ed., Univ. 

of Potsdam 2000) 

 

Agostini v. Felton, in The Encyclopedia of the American Constitution (Supp. II 1999) 

 

Kiryas Joel, in The Encyclopedia of the American Constitution (Supp. II 1999) 

 

 

Presentations 
  

The Structural Challenge in Controlling Delegation, Notre Dame Center for Ethics and 
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Culture (2012) 

 

 Supreme Court Overview¸ Fifth Circuit Judges Only Conference (2012) 

Justice Antonin Scalia and the Long Game, George Washington University Law School 

(2011) 

 

Supreme Court Overview, Fifth Circuit Judicial Conference (2011) 

  

Supreme Court Roundup, National Association of Attorney Generals (2010) 

 

 Supreme Court Overview, Fifth Circuit Judges Only Conference (2010) 

 

 Podcast:  The Supreme Court Nomination and Confirmation Process, The Federalist 

 Society (2010)  

    

 Debate: Trying Terrorist Suspects in New York City, Fordham Law School (2010) 

 

 Supreme Court Overview, Fifth Circuit Judicial Conference (2009) 

 

Principle and Pragmatics in the Separation of Powers, University of Pennsylvania 

(2009) 

 

Choosing the President: Campaigning & Governing in War & Peace: The Next President 

and the Courts, University of California-Berkeley, 2008 

 

The President and Signing Statements, University of California-Berkeley Boalt Hall 

School of Law, 2008 

 

What Makes a Catholic Law School?, University of Notre Dame - Australia, 2004 

 

The Law of American Elections, University of Notre Dame - Australia, 2004 

 

The Inevitable Incoherence of Religion Clause Doctrine, Boston College Law School,  

2002 

 

The Constitution and Cloning, New York State Bar Conference, Rome, Italy, 

2002 

 

The Election of 2000, Ave Maria Law School, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 2001 

 

Avoiding Constitutional Questions, University of Illinois College of Law, Faculty 

Workshop, 2001 

 

Avoiding Constitutional Questions, University of Minnesota Law School, Faculty 

Workshop, 2001 

 

The Primacy of Political Actors in Accommodation of Religion, University of 

Hawaii Law School, 2000 
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Private Wrongs and the U.S. Constitution, University of Potsdam, Conference on 

The Duty to Protect and to Ensure Human Rights, Potsdam, Germany, 1999 

 

The Constitutional Dilemma of Litigation Under the Independent Counsel System, 

University of Minnesota Law School, Symposium Marking the 25
th

 Anniversary 

of United States v. Nixon, 1998 

 

Supreme Court Update, Federal Judicial Center National Videoseminar, 

Washington, D.C., 1997 (seminar for federal judges and law clerks televised 

nationally via closed-circuit television) 

 

Supreme Court Overview, Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference, White Sulphur 

Springs, West Virginia, 1996 (televised on C-SPAN) 

 

Developments in the Law of Federalism, Federal Judicial Center Tenth Circuit 

Judges Workshop, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 1996 

 

 

Education 
 

Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

J.D., cum laude, June 1987 

Member, Board of Editors (Vols.  99 & 100), and Supreme Court 

  Office Co-Chair, Harvard Law Review 

 

Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

B.A., summa cum laude, in History, May 1984 

Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Sigma Nu 

 

Bar Memberships 

 

Member of the Indiana (inactive), Ohio and Supreme Court bars 

 

References 
 

Available on request 

 


