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IMSA CONVOCATION -—-—-— SEPTEMBER 7.,

1986

'F very speclal googﬁeyenlng,to Yyou ,

ifur charter class and welcome to our

community and your new home.

As I sat heéere looking at each of
you, I qouldn’t help but feel both a

tremendcdous sense of relief and

responsiblility.

L
.

Relief that you are flnally here,

rnd the Illinols Mathematlcs and
Sclilence Academy 1I1s now a reallty,
| ;

&

and responsiblllty,lto ensure that
yvyou have an academlic experlilence that

develops vour skllls, stretches yvyour

creativity and imaglnation and

@
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allows you to dlscoyer talents that

yYyou never dreamed of.

It Iis a sincere pleasure for me to
now IIntroduce vyou, éo our faculty, -
b

your teachers, counselors, and

acdmlinistrators.
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Would yvyou please all stand.
i
Members of the faculty of the

I11inols Mathematlics and Sclence

Academy, 1t 1s a pléasure for me to
i

present to yvyou, our charter class of

IMSA ploneers, the class of 1989.

Faculty standss and Qpplauds.
¥

You may be seated.
£

It 13 now also a pleasure for me to

introduce our facul%y.

i

¥




I will lntroduce our administrative
Ftaff; Mr. Mever, Assoclate Director

for Outreach and Actling Principal,

illl introduce our faculty and Mr=s.

Cathy Veal, Dean of Students
Services will lntroduce our
resldentlal counsel lng staff.

Members of the Class of 1989, 1t is

a pleasure to present the Iilinois

Mathematics and Sclence Academy

staff.

Would vyou please Joln me 1n

gcknowledglng them.

It Ils now both a privilge and a

pleasure to lntroduce our kKeyvynote

speaker this evenlng.
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Dr._Leon Lederman 1s the Dlrector of
the Ferml Natlonal Accelerator

Laboratory. He 1s also Vice
L1

President of the Board of Trustees

of the Academy lts principal

L
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architect. Were 1t not for Dr.
Lederman and Dr. Walter Massey s

initlial efforts three years ago, we
B

may not be standlng here tonlght. In
addition to his profound and Intense

involvement with the Academy, Dr.

Lederman 1Ils a world renowed

ARG CUTIr
e

rhysicist.

“In acdditlon to belng Director of

Fermilab Accelerator Laboratory 1n
§=

Batavia. Dr. Lederman is also

currently on an extended leave of

absence as auprofes%or of physics
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from Columbia Unilverslty. He has
been a student and faculty member of

Columbla for the past thirty years.

Since the flftles, Dr. Lederman has

made Several sclentilific discoveries

%
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in the study of sub@tomlc particles.

Some of those silgniflcant
dlscoveries have led to numerous
?wards Including the Natlonal Medal

of Sclence, and the Wolf Prize in

Physlilcs.

As head of Fermllakb, he led that
faclllity as 1t made the now world

renowned experiment iwlth thelr

]
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colllider detector. Fermi is the

FTlrast faclility to have the

capabllity of actually tracking

specjiflic subatomic particles




Dr . Federman was also a foundlng
member of the High Energy Physlics
Assoclation Panel.

;
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Thank yvyou Dr. Lederman.

Dr. Lederman has presented uss wlth

insights about the universe and the

opportunlitles yvyou face 1I1in
d

I

undcerstandlng our planet and beyond.

|

He presented vou wilith a challenge to

— question, to explore and to dream.
I want to extend an: invitation.
#
You may have read on our
constructlon slgn by the dorm! tories
that the words
* “A Ploneering Educational
Communli ty" "
were printed.
My l1lnvitation to vyou as our charter
clags l1ls to Joln wlth us 1In this
Ploneering effort aéﬁ-to become IMSA
Py Ploneers in the truest sense.

,.
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Webster deflned the word ploneer in

l

Two ways:

1. One who ventures into
unknown and unclaimed

territories to settle

2. Any one who Is an

innovator in any fleld

By virtue of coming to the Academy,
&ou have ventured Iinto unknown
rerritory and hence are a ploneer.
Howevert the iImage of a true pliloneer
goes beyond location. It embodies a
Lpirit of experlmentation,
risk—taking, and innovatlon, and an
gttitude of dillgence, .

responsiblllty, hard work and

service. You brlilng lnnumerable
personal talents and skills to the
&cademy, but your attjtude will be
the key to your success; Because
whether you belleve you can, or yYou

believe vyou can“t, vyou are right.

Fou come to us, having been winners-—
whether ts been 1n academlics,

music, debate, or even sSsoccer. I
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hope you have learne%-a]ong the way
Aowever, that winning or having the
&111 to wln are not the real marks
-Lf an achliever. It ;s not the will
to win, but the wllllingness to
prepare yourself to win that will
make the real dlfference and that’'s
lhe hard part - tha%’s the Splirlilt of

belng a ploneer and a ploneer

learner.

IFhis splicrit of rlsk?taklng and hard
work was Lllustfate& for me most

clearly In the story of John Ammat :

[Jonn Ammat was the manger of
Canada“s first expeéltion to <l imb
Mt. Everest, the world’ s tallest
Ppealk. He 1Is one of the few mountain

"
reaching the summlit ‘of Mt. Everest.

cl imbers who has sSsucceeded 1n

That peak, at 29,028 feet, Is by far
lthe greatest challenge to mountaln

climbers everywhere.

The history of that peak 1s not very

"klnd to those who try to scale 1ts
he ights. The survival ratio 1s onily

B
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about 2 to 1, half the people who

try to climb never return.
#

Lohn Ammat, and the ismall number of

survivors from his team, sSsucceeded

in reachling Mt. Everest several

vyears ago.
T

speak thils vear and according to

had the opportunity to hear him

him: YwWhat was signilficant about the

ascent, was not actually reaching

the top, but what the team had to go

through to get theré-"
;
John Ammat s story was one of

I '

commltment——dliggling deep wlthin

himself to flind the resouces

necessary to accompllsh his goal.

It was a story of innovation,

adaptation to change, posltlve

attitude, willllingness to be

flexible, untlring optimism, and the

deslre to hang on when others had

let go.
a
Several members of the audlence

agsked Mr. Ammat why he wanted to

cllimb Mt. Everest. "We had to take
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the ¢chance." he sald,, "that went

with seilzing the oppdrtunity; to

live the 11lfe we wanted to 1lve, and

to be the pecple we wanted to be, —-—

we had to take the chance . "

You have an opportunity to be what

vou want and need to be in thils

Acadcemy .

Many of you have be%n in schools
where you have felt, out of step.

The class was too siow, the material
was too simple, the%teachers and
students dlidn-t sSeem to understand

you and vyou didn”t feel 1ike you

really f£it. #
H

It will be different ‘here — In some
ways 1t will be more comfortable
because we understand your needs -—
This school was created fbr students

like you; pbut In other wayvys 1t wiil

be more difflicul t. The materlal may
be harder, the pace may be faster
anad expectations will probably be

i

higher than what yvyou have been

accustomed to. It may not be as
1
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easy to do as well here as the

schools from which you came.

This iIis a mpecial school for speclial
students and 1t requlres that you

act In speclal wavs.

wWe expect vyou to live up to the

Academy " s lmage of excel lence and

lnnovatlilvenesassand we wlll support

vou In that endeavor.

Fou will be successful here because

vou want to be and we want yvyou to be

and we willl help yvyou.

Beyvyond the academic, howéver, the
&cademy will also be vyour home. ..
Lnd we will ensure that 1t 1ls a safe
Llace for you to be what you are; 1t
Llll be llke what Garrison Kelillor

|Lalls in hlils book, Lake Wobegon

, » his story Storm:-Home

and rodcde the bus into town, to Lake

robegon High, where Mr. Detman was

After slxth grade, 1 left Sunnvyvale

principal, a man who looked as £

wlld dogs were after hlm and a glant

lcicle hung over his head. wWorry

v PRy e any
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ate at Mr. Detman. He velled at us
when we ran downstalrs, belleving we
would fall and break our necks and
!d;e on the landing. He imaglined
Puplls choklng on food and wouldn-t
allow meat in the lunchroom unles it

was ground up.

He had hls own winter fear — that a
bllzzard would sweep 1ln and school

buses would be marooned on the roads

and chlldren would perlish, so, In
October, he announced that each
pupll who lived In the country would

be assigned a Storm Home in town.
If a bllzzard struck durlng school,

we‘'d go to our Storm Home .

Mlne was the Kloeckls”, an old
couple who lived Iin a little green
cottage by the 1ake. She kept a
rocik garden on the lake sSide, with
terraces of alyssum, pansles,

petunlas, moss roses, « ++ and

marlgolds. It was a maglcal garden,
1t looked l1ilke the home of the
kindly old couple that the chlldren

lost In the forest suddenly <come
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upon In a clearnling and know they
are lucky to be in a story with a

]

happy endlng. -

B
No blizzard came during school hours
that year, all the snowstorms were
convenlient evening or weekend ones,
and I never got to stay with the
Kloeckls, but they were often In my
Wthcughts and they grew large In my

imaginatlion. My Storm Home.

Blizzards arent the only storms and
not the worst by any mean=s. If the

worst should come, I could go to the

Kloeckls and knock Sn-thelr door .

"Hello," I1°d say. “I“m your storm
child."

T Onh, I know," she d say. "l was
wonderlng when yvyou‘d come. Oh, 1t's
good to see you. How would you 1llike

a hot chocolate and an oatmeal

cookie?"
&

"We-"re so glad to have you. I can-t
]

tell you. Cart! Come down and see

who”"s herelt"




)

" Tt“a the storm child and he' s

n %

safe . *®

The faculty.,. resldential counse l ors,

and support staff are very glad you

u B
"

are here.

We " ve had l1ots of an preparling for

23
yYyou to come, but the Academy has

been empty wlthout yoe.

Ibn behalf of the Board of Trustees

and the entire faculty and staff, we

we lcome vyou to the I11ilnols

Mathematics and Sclence Academy as

Lur first charter class of ploneers.

Wil
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