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Completing the research cycle: 
The role of libraries in the publication 
and dissemination of undergraduate 

student research 

Stephanie Davis‐Kahl, Illinois Wesleyan University 
Merinda Kaye Hensley, University of Illinois 

Sarah Shreeves, University of Illinois 

Setting the Stage:  
Undergraduate Research 

An inquiry or 
investigation conducted 
by an undergraduate 
student that makes an 
original intellectual or 
creative contribution to 

the discipline. 
Council for Undergraduate 

Research 

“Research” is best 
defined simply as 

work that enters the 
current conversation 
of a particular field in 
a significant way. 

Gerald Graff, Professor of 
English and Educational 

Studies, University of Illinois 
at Chicago 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Student, process centered             ←→         Outcome, product centered 

                Student initiated             ←→          Faculty initiated 

                        All students             ←→          Honors students 

            Curriculum based             ←→          Co-curricular fellowships  

                   Collaborative             ←→          Individual 

     Original to the student             ←→          Original to the discipline 

Multi-or interdisciplinary             ←→          Discipline based 

Campus/community audience     ←→          Professional audience 

Dimensions of 
Undergraduate 
Research


M. Beckman & N. Hensel, CUR Quarterly, Summer 2009 [slide used with permission] 

Advocacy for  
Undergraduate Research 

CUR Posters on the Hill 



5/3/11 

3 

The Liberal Arts Perspective:  
Enhancing the Culture of 
Undergraduate Research 

Stephanie Davis‐Kahl 
Illinois Wesleyan University 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Series I Vases: Deconstruction (Katherine Bergethon) 

http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 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Student Publishing 

Undergraduate Economic Review 

http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/uer/ 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Supporting undergraduate research 
at the University of Illinois 

Merinda Kaye Hensley 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Topics 
•  Diversity issues 
on campus 

•  Globalization 
issues 

•  The Greek 
system 

•  Technology and 
student life 

•  Dorm life 

•  The Chief 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For more information on EUI, please visit: 
http://www.eui.illinois.edu/  

Merinda Kaye Hensley 
Instructional Services Librarian 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Opportunities and Challenges in 
Dissemination and Publication of 

Undergraduate Research 

Sarah L. Shreeves 

Courses are (re)designed with the 
university as the research focus and 

using ethnographic or archival 
research methodologies 

Rhetoric 101 (English) 

Sport, Play and Ethnography (Kinesiology) 

Critical Issues in Higher Education (Education) 

Developments in Educational Psychology: Whiteness and the University (Ed) 

Museums in Action: Engaging the Community (Studio Art) 

Asian American Youth (Asian American Studies) 

Research Methods for Consumer Economics & Finance (Ag & Cons Econ) 

Researching Queer Cultures (Gender & Women’s Studies) 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http://www.flickr.com/photos/oldtasty/10734930/  http://www.flickr.com/photos/gotashot/1263519488/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/yuan2003/1609158603/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/oldtasty/5776088/ 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During the classes, faculty introduce… 

•  Research methods  
•  Research ethics – recruitment, consent, etc. 

•  IRB process 
– Research summaries are submitted at end of 
semester 

•  Intellectual property issues 
•  Open access issues  
•  Use of IDEALS as a resource for past research 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Student work in 
IDEALS 

•  Students have choice to 
deposit in IDEALS or not 

•  Students provide abstract 
and keywords 

•  Students have been able to 
anonymize work  

•  Includes research question, 
instrument, methodologies, 
analysis of data and, in some 
cases, the research data itself 

Some quick stats and facts 
•  Over 65 classes taught since 2002 at the 
University of Illinois, Illinois State University, 
Parkland College and over 75 faculty have been 
affiliated with EUI 

•  Capped at 25 students 

•  Research papers and data have been archived 
since 2006 

•  Nearly 490 projects archived – approximately 
50% of the items are archived 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Sample of Student Projects 
Available in IDEALS   Is There an Invisible Boundary Between the 

Races at UIUC? (Ashanti Barber) 

"Just an 'Exotic‐Sounding Name'? Debating the Ku Klux Klan 
in UIUC History“ (Stephen Lane) 

Educating our Youth on Queer Topics: Is UIUC Truly a 
Community Leader? (Kari Britton)  

The “U” Word: Undocumented Students in Higher Education (Mayra S. Lagunas) 

University of Illinois Myths (Nichol Chontofalsky) 

University Admissions of Students with Disabilities: 
 Is Equality Really Best? (Joshua Glaser) 

Cultural mapping of dorms (Joshua Myers and Juan‐Pablo Herrera‐Urizar) 

Working in Dining Services: Just a Paycheck?  (Sha’Donna Woods) 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Opportunities, challenges, questions 

Conversations around IP,  
publication, open access 

Archiving original data 

How many students are actively using 
previously archived work? 

How do students decide whether 
or not to make their work 

available?  

What does this original student 
research become for the Archives 
in the long run? 

What is the value of archiving  
original student research? 

As a student who came to college from a city 
public school, it was my own undergraduate 
research experience with Ethnography of 
the University Initiative that led me to 
graduate school. ‐ Teresa Ramos (Student) 

The chance of publishing…provides a 
powerful incentive for student authors to do 
high quality research.‐ Professor Michael Seeborg 

To allow students' work and research to be 
archived for future use is a powerful tool for 
the University. –Jennifer Duffy, Caroline Schreiber, 
Matt Dixon (Student) 

That project, to 
this day, 
remains the 
most interesting 
research project 
that I have ever 
engaged in. 
–Andrew Roback (Student) 

The most important thing I learned from 
[editing a student journal] is responsibility & 
cooperation. I listen to different opinions & 
facilitate the communication between my 
peers.  ‐ Tian Mao (Student) 

Quotes from both IWU 
and Illinois students 
and faculty. 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