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Opening Up Critical Conversations with Museum in a Box
Activating the Social Justice Legacy of W. E. B. Du Bois When the World Needs it Most
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W. E. B. Du Bois Center

GEORGE OATES
Museum in a Box

SARAH HUTTON
UMass Amherst Libraries



What we’ll talk about today:

1. About W. E. B. Du Bois & the collection - Adam

2. Introduction to Museum in a Box - George

3. Bringing it together - Sarah

4. Q&A 



1.

About W. E. B. Du Bois & 
the collection

Adam Holmes



William Edward Burghardt Du Bois
1868 - 1963



1903 1935



loc.gov/pictures/search/?co=anedub



NAACP by-laws, ca. 1909



Founded in 1910  |  thecrisismagazine.com



The W. E. B. Du Bois Papers @ UMass Amherst

● W. E. B. Du Bois 
Papers housed in 
Special Collections 
University Libraries, 
UMass Amherst. 

● Opened to the public 
in September, 1980

● Over 90,000 
individual items all 
digitized



2.

Introduction to Museum in a 
Box

George Oates



Here’s how it works

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1p8BgNoirXK7fKIWLZI7kL67KtGHHqYPf/preview


We exist to help museums 
increase access to their 
collections, and connect 
people through shared 
histories. 



3D prints & postcards trigger audio



Multi-sensory; no screens



Easy to transport



museuminabox.org



heart.museuminabox.org



heart.museuminabox.org/view_collection/475



3.

Bringing it together

Sarah Hutton



#1: Du Bois Center

#2: Learning Commons

#3: K12 Programming and Outreach



Content/Artifact Selection



Content Development Workflow



[Workflow] Scripting and Audio Recording

Garageband (Narration Vocal)

Audacity w/ LAME for PC alt

MP3 Export 

Pandemic recording… looks a little 
different - BYOB (Bring Your Own 
Blankets)!

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitney_Battle-Baptiste



[Workflow] 3D Modeling

Einscan Pro 2X Plus

Unity - metallic parameters are 
tricky (esp for rust)

Sketchfab upload (CC BY) for 
interactivity; download options: 
glb, glTF, USDZ



[Workflow] Upload...



[Workflow] ...and Connect!



Time for a live 
demonstration!



Sharing Narratives, Starting 
Conversations

Doing right by Du Bois - 
decolonizing the narrative

Getting collections into new 
hands

Catalyzing conversations in 
classrooms, shared spaces, and 
communities



4.
Thank you. Questions?

ADAM HOLMES
W. E. B. du Bois Center

holmes@umass.edu 

GEORGE OATES
Museum in a Box

glo@museuminabox.org 

SARAH HUTTON
UMass Amherst Libraries

shutton@umass.edu 

mailto:holmes@umass.edu
mailto:glo@museuminabox.org
mailto:shutton@umass.edu
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