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JRBNISI, one of the most ancient cities in Georgia,
is located in central K=art“li. It is frequently men-
tioned in chronicles as having been well established
and prosperous. Surrounded by fortified walls with
projecting semicircular towers, it was an important
center for trade in early medieval times and, as
excavations conducted by Parmen Zakaraya re-
vealed, contained numerous dwellings and com-
mercial structures. Among the churches the most
notable is a three-nave basilica (105 x 49 feet/
32 X 15 meters) from the second half of the sixth
century that was restored in the seventeenth centu-
ry. The nave is three times as wide as the aisles. The
arched barrel vault supported by cruciform piers is
typical of early Christian basilicas in Georgia.
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URIEN RHEGED

URIEN RHEGED (fl. sixth century), son of Cyn-
farch, was the British ruler of the kingdom of
Rheged. His dominions extended west from beyond
the Solway Firth (considered the center of the
kingdom) over much of modern Cumbria to include
parts of northern Lancashire and Yorkshire. His-
torically, little is known of Urien outside of the brief
notice in chapter 63 of the Historia Brittonum,
artributed to Nennius, which lists the Bernician
kings at the end of the century, including Hussa
(585-592) and Theoderic (572-579):

Against these, four kings fought: Urbgen (Urien),
Riderchen (Rhydderch Hen), Guallauc (Gwallawg),
and Morcant. Theoderic foughr fiercely against Urb-
gen and his sons. During that time, sometimes the
enemy, sometimes the Welsh held the upper hand, and
he trapped them for three days and three nights on the
island of Metcaud (Lindisfarne), but, during the expe-
dition he was assassinated on the orders of Morcant
out of jealousy because his military skill and leader-
ship were greater than all other kings’.

A portrait of Urien’s magnanimity, generosity,
and military leadership is contained in the nine
poems addressed to him and to his son Owain (later
spellings: Ewen, Iwein, Yvain) by Taliesin, who is
mentioned by Nennius (chap. 62) as having written
at the same time. Urien’s name appears frequently
in early Welsh genealogies, and his life attracted a
considerable admixture of semi-history and legend.
The later saga poetry of Llywarch Hen, supposedly
a cousin to Urien, deals largely with his death, and
both Urien and Owain (especially under the spell-
ing Yvain) figure prominently in Arthurian ro-
mances. Some ecclesiastical traditions also attach to
Urien’s name: St. Kentigern (d. 612) was tradition-
ally his grandson; and a further clerical son wrote a
life of St. Germanus of Auxerre. This may be the
Rum (Rhun) son of Urien whom Nennius (chap.
63) equates with Paulinus, archbishop of York,
who was responsible for the conversion of Edwin of
Northumbria in 627.
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