San Jose State University

From the SelectedWorks of Sadhna Diwan

1998

Attitudinal Predictors of Preferred Policy Options

for Addressing the Needs of Poor Children:
Contrasting AFD C with Work Programs

J. Littrell
Sadhna Diwan, San Jose State University

Available at: https://works.bepress.com/sadhna_diwan/27/

B bepress®


http://www.sjsu.edu
https://works.bepress.com/sadhna_diwan/
https://works.bepress.com/sadhna_diwan/27/

yurnal of Sociology & Social Welfare

istopher Jencks and Paul E. Peterson.
stitution.

1967. The Moynihan Report and the Politics
ess.

thric Groups. New York: HarperCollins

. 1972. The Hidden Injuries of Class. New

tegies for Survival in a Black Community.
shers Inc.

aca: Cornell University Press.

of the Slum: Ethnicity and Territory in the
Chicago Press.

wnd Social Welfare: Cultural Contradictions
entice Hall.

son. 1989. “The Cost of Racial and Class
Annals of the American Academy of Political

New York: Garland Publishing, 1993.
Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Under-
uversity of Chicago Press.

ries and Contradictory Class Locations.”
“onflict, edited by Anthony Giddens and
of California Press.

Attitudinal Predictors of Preferred Policy
Options: Contrasting AFDC with Work Programs

JiLL LITTRELL
SADHNA DIwAN

Georgia State University
Department of Social Work

Two studies were conducted in order to determine the attitudinal predictors
of support for AFDC, work programs, and the option of the government
playing no role in protecting the welfare of poor children whose families
have no income. The first study evaluated this question in 362 students of
Criminal Justice, Business, Urban Studies, and Public Administration at
an urban university in Georgia. The second study evaluated the question in
a telephone poll sample of 822 randomly sampled Georgians throughout the
state. Majorities in both samples preferred work programs. In the student
sample, all three choice groups were distinguishable on the variables of
beliefs about the causes of poverty, the Work Ethic, concern over the
widening gap between the rich and the poor, and belief that the government
should play a role in protecting its citizen's welfare. In the poll sample, those
opting for no government role were distinguished from those choosing
AFDC or work programs, although the latter two choice groups did not
differ. A measure of attitude toward work programs was included in
Study 1. This attitude measure was not correlated with the Work Ethic,
although it did correlate with other predictor attitudes. Over 70% of both
samples identified AFDC as the most expensive policy option. However,
even among those who perceived work programs to be the more expensive
option the bulk still preferred this option. Implications for sustaining public
support for high quality work programs are generated.

In August of 1996, President Clinton signed the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act. This bill
effectively ends the federal entitlement program called AFDC.
According to the provisions of the new legislation, federal fund-
ing for aid to families of low income children will provided in
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