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Gridley Dairy Co. Album
An album of photographs of Gridley Dairy Co.’s holdings and manufacturing and distributing equipment in the greater Milwaukee area.
Descriptive Summary
Creator: Gridley Dairy Co.
Title: Gridley Dairy Co. Album
Dates: 1928
Size: 1 box, 1 album with 46 photos
Location: MHP-5
Administrative Information
Restrictions on access: Unrestricted access. The collection is accessible whenever the Frank P. Zeidler Humanities Department is open. For the hours of the department call (414) 286-3061.
Terms governing use and reproduction: Because of the fragile nature of this album self-service copying of any kind is not permitted. Digital reproductions of the images may be obtained as usual.
Additional physical form available: Album has been scanned as 600 dpi TIFF files. Digital files already available will be used to fill reproduction orders. Contact Historic Photo Librarian for access to reproductions of images in album.
Related collections in other repositories: Additional images on the Gridley Dairy Co. can be found in the following collections in the Historic Photo Archives:

Historic Photo Collection (MHP-6)

Acquisition information: Date and source of acquisition are unknown. 
Custodial history: Page numbers were added to the back of each photo to aid with the use of the finding aid.
Citation note: Gridley Dairy Co. Album (MHP-5). Milwaukee Public Library Historic Photo Archives, Milwaukee Public Library, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Collection Description
Biographical/Historical note
The L.V. Gridley Dairy Co. was incorporated in 1898 by Leander V. Gridley.  In 1903, John Le Feber, who had been working for a small dairy run by Charles Cupples, got together a number of smaller dairies, including the L.V Gridley Dairy Co. to form the Gridley Dairy Co. The L.V. Gridley Dairy Co. gave way to the new Gridley Dairy Co. 

Gridley was among the first milk companies to use glass bottles. They also led in pasteurization, experimenting with it as early as 1898 and having the entire milk operation pasteurized by 1903. At one time Gridley was the largest milk dealer in Milwaukee. 
In 1928, it was announced that Borden Co. had acquired the Gridley Dairy Co., and that it would continue as a division of Borden. In 1943 the company was known as the Gridley Dairy Division of the Borden Co. By 1948 all references to the original company’s name had been dropped.
Scope and content note

The album contains 46 photographs of “exterior and interior views as partially representing the Gridley Dairy Company’s various holdings and Manufacturing and Distributing Equipment at its Main Division… South Division… South-West Division… North Division… Ice Cream Division… and West Division… and at Tess Corners.” (From the album’s introductory page.)
These 7.5” x 9.5” black and white photos show all aspects of Gridley dairy Co.’s operations in the greater Milwaukee area. These areas include milk and cheese production, delivery units, laboratories, bottling, personnel, and more.
Collection Inventory
Album
No. 1 - Main Division: General Offices, Manufacturing and Distribution.

No. 2 - Entrance and Stairway Leading to General Offices, Main Division.

No. 3 - Herd and Buildings Typical of 3000 Farms Supplying Gridley.

No. 4 - Typical Gridley Grade A Herd.

No. 5 - Typical Gridley Grade A Herd.

No. 6 - Milk Receiving Room, Main Division.

No. 7 - Pasteurizing Equipment, Gridley Patent, Main Division.

No. 8 - Bottling Equipment, Main Division, Capacity 180,000 Bottles per Day.

No. 9 - Refrigeration Storage for Daily Output, Main Division.

No. 10 - Loading Facilities--A Wagon per Minute--Main Division.

No. 11 - Power Plant, Main Division--Sectional View.

No. 12 - Churn Room, Main Division--Sectional View.

No. 13 - Butter Room--Weighing, Cutting, Packing--Main Division.

No. 14 - Cheese Room, Main Division.

No. 15 - Laboratory (a) Main Division--Sectional View.

No. 16 - Laboratory (b) Main Division--Sectional View.

No. 17 - Soaker Bottle Washing Equipment, Main Division--Sectional View.

No. 18 - Smithy, Main Division.

No. 19 - Paint Shop, Main Division.

No. 20 - Retail Delivery Unit.

No. 21 - City and Suburban Wholesale Delivery Unit.

No. 22 - 10-Ton Refrigerator Truck, Divisional Transfer Department.

No. 23 - Garage, Main Division.

No. 24 - South Division, Distribution.

No. 25 - Southwest Division, Distribution.

No. 26 - North Division, Manufacturing and Distribution.

No. 27 - North Division, Bottling Equipment.

No. 28 - West Division, Distribution.

No. 29 - Country Station and Garage, Tess Corners.

No. 30 - Gridley Refrigerator Trucks--Country Collection Service.

No. 31 - Farm Inspection, Personnel.

No. 32 - Farm Inspection, Territory Covered.

No. 33 - Ice Cream Division, Manufacturing and Distribution.

No. 34 - Gridley Butter Statuary.

No. 35 - Fine Arts Building.

No. 36 - North Division, Laboratory.

No. 37 - Ice Cream Division, Laboratory.

No. 38 - Equipment.

No. 39 - Gridley Ice Cream Truck.

No. 40 - Employees.

No. 41 - Gridley Dairy Co. Building--State Fair Park.

No. 42 - Gridley Dairy Co. Four Horse Team and Wagon.

No. 43 - Dining Hall.

No. 44 - Laundry.

No. 45 - Lord High Admiral John Le Feber, M.D. Mackey, Chief Executive Officer C.L. Dunlop and Mrs. Breta L. Griem.

No. 46 - George White, Andrew Jacobsen, Mrs. Breta L. Griem, Margaret Fetzer, Frank Hauerwas, Celia Frohock, Bernie Miller, Frank T. Cook
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