
Loyola Marymount University
From the SelectedWorks of Rachel Wen-Paloutzian

Fall 2016

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Collection
Development in Academic Libraries
Rachel Wen-Paloutzian, Loyola Marymount University

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons CC_BY-NC-SA International License.

Available at: https://works.bepress.com/rachel-wen-

paloutzian/5/

http://www.lmu.edu
https://works.bepress.com/rachel-wen-paloutzian/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://works.bepress.com/rachel-wen-paloutzian/5/
https://works.bepress.com/rachel-wen-paloutzian/5/


THE HITCHHIKER’S 
GUIDE to 
Collection Development in 
Academic Libraries 
 
Rachel Wen-Paloutzian 

October 19, 2016 



Consider what you would collect … 



Collection development is not an abstract 

impersonal concept, but an intended action 

that we take in a specific context.  

 



William H. Hannon Library 
Loyola Marymount University  



 Library collections for academic departments 
 

 Archives and Special Collections 
 

 Digital collections 

Crossing Three Dimensions 





Library Liaison Program 



Selector of library materials  

Facilitator of communication 

Library liaison acts as… 





LMU Library 

 Library 
Liaison 

(librarian) 

Faculty 
Library 

Representative 
(faculty) 

Academic 
Department 



Books, media, and everything in between 



Collection Development Policy 



Users and access 

Collections 

Types and formats 

Book selection 

E-books   

Publishers 

Key Elements 



 Budget 

   Deadlines 

Vendors  

    Publishing landscape 



Collection Building 
in  

Archives and 
Special Collections 



Users and access 

Collections 

Types and formats 

Archival processing 

Instruction  

Donations 

Déjà vu? 



Postcards: Collection Development  



Building  

Digital Collections 

at LMU 



 Preservation and condition  

 High user demand 

 Grant funded project 

 Relation to other institutions 

 Copyright 

 Cost and funding  

Selection for Digitization  



Final Tips! 



 

 

Rachel Wen-Paloutzian 
Special Collections Librarian 

Loyola Marymount University 

rwenpalo@lmu.edu 
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