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Police Crime – Literature Review
• Independent Commission Reports:

• Knapp Commission (1972)
• Pennsylvania Crime Commission (1974)
• Mollen Commission (1994)

• Newspaper Investigative Reporting:
• New York Times (1970s)
• Boston Globe (1980s)
• Philadelphia Inquirer (1990s and 2006)

• Research in Criminology / Social Sciences:
• The Police and the Public (Reiss, 1971)
• Scandal and Reform (Sherman, 1978)
• Forces of Deviance (Kappeler, et al., 1998)
• Driving while Female (Walker, 2002, 2003)
• Bad Cops: A Study of Career‐Ending Misconduct Among New NYPD Officers

(Fyfe & Kane, 2006)
• Police Integrity Lost (Stinson, et al., 2014)



Civil Litigation Against Police

• Silver (2002) estimated that over 30,000 civil suits are 
filed annually in state and federal courts against police.

• Survey research in single agencies indicate that 
between 17‐27% of police officers have been sued 
during the course of their careers (e.g., Hughes, 2001; 
Novak, Smith, & Frank, 2003; Hall, Ventura, Lee, & 
Lambert, 2003).

• More than 37,000 civil actions total were filed under 
the civil rights “nature of suit” category against state 
actors (police and others) in US District Courts during 
FY 2012 (Administrative Office of the US Courts, 2012).



42 U.S.C. §1983
(Civil Rights Act of 1871)

“Every person who under the color of any statute, 
ordinance, regulation, custom, or usage, of any 
State or Territory or the District of Columbia, 
subjects, or causes to be subjected, any citizen of 
the United States or other person within the 
jurisdiction thereof to the deprivation of any rights, 
privileges, or immunities secured by the 
Constitution and Laws, shall be liable to the party 
injured in an action at law …”



Section 1983 & 
Constitutional Torts

• Monroe v. Pape, 365 U.S. 167 (1961)
• Individual officers can be liable under §1983.

• Civil Rights Attorney’s Fees Award Act of 1976, 42 U.S.C. 
§1988

• Provisions for attorney’s fee awards to prevailing plaintiffs.
• Monell v. Department of Social Services of the City of 
New York, 436 U.S. 658 (1978)

• Municipalities are “persons” under §1983.
• Owen v. City of Independence, 445 U.S. 622 (1980)

• Municipalities cannot claim good faith defenses to 
constitutional violations.



Method

• Multiyear study on police crime.
• Content analysis of news articles.
• Use Google News search engine and Google Alerts 
email update service.

• Federal Courts Records Searches using PACER system.
• This presentation summarizes the criminal arrest cases 
of nonfederal sworn law enforcement officers across 
the United States during the years 2005‐2011.

• Intercoder reliability overall simple agreement between 
two coders exceeded 97.7% across all variables.  
Krippendorf’s Alpha coefficients are strong (α=.9153).



Figure 1



Strengths & Limitations

• Google News is a preferred method to conduct news‐
based content analysis research.

• The research is limited by the content and quality of 
information provided on each case.

• The data are limited to cases that involved an official 
arrest.

• These data are the result of a filtering process that 
includes the exercise of discretion by media sources 
in terms of types of stories covered and the nature of 
the content devoted to particular stories.
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Table 1.  Police Crime Arrest Cases, 2005‐2011: Arrested Officers and Employing Agencies (N  = 6,724)
n (%) n (%) n (%)

Sex Officer Duty Status Agency Type
Male 6,357 (94.5) On‐Duty 2,793 (41.5) Primary State Police 269 (4.0)
Female 367 (5.5) Off‐Duty 3,931 (58.5) Sheriff's  Office 1,109 (16.5)

County Police Dept. 226 (3.4)
Age Rank Municipal  Police Dept 4,915 (73.1)

19‐23 136 (2.0) Officer 5,095 (75.8) Special  Police Dept. 174 (2.6)
24‐27 603 (9.0) Detective 369 (5.5) Constable 15 (0.2)
28‐31 886 (13.2) Corporal 123 (1.8) Tribal  Police Dept. 14 (0.2)
32‐35 967 (14.4) Sergeant 581 (8.7) Regional  Police Dept. 2 (0.0)
36‐39 1,081 (16.1) Lieutenant 177 (2.6)
40‐43 885 (13.2) Captain 63 (0.9) Full‐Time Sworn Officers
44‐47 614 (9.1) Major 12 (0.2) 0 31 (0.4)
48‐51 343 (5.1) Colonel 4 (0.1) 1 59 (0.9)
52‐55 178 (2.6) Deputy Chief 49 (0.7) 2‐4 274 (4.1)
56 or older 170 (2.5) Chief  251 (3.7) 5‐9 376 (5.6)
Missing 861 (12.8) 10‐24 684 (10.2)

Function 25‐49 679 (10.1)
Years of Service Patrol  & Street Level 5,464 (81.3) 50‐99 704 (10.5)

0‐2 756 (11.2) Line/Field Supervisor 881 (13.1) 100‐249 859 (12.8)
3‐5 954 (14.2) Management 379 (5.6) 250‐499 653 (9.7)
6‐8 666 (9.9) 500‐999 548 (8.1)
9‐11 622 (9.3) Region of United States 1,000 or more 1,857 (27.6)
12‐14 507 (7.5) Northeastern States 1,430 (21.3)
15‐17 409 (6.1) Midwestern States 1,380 (20.5) Part‐Time Sworn Officers
18‐20 387 (5.8) Southern States 2,906 (43.2) 0 5,008 (74.5)
21‐23 194 (2.9) Western States 1,008 (15.0) 1 218 (3.3)
24‐26 129 (1.9) 2‐4 528 (7.9)
27 or more years 156 (2.3) Level  of Rurality  5‐9 419 (6.2)
Missing 1,944 (28.9) Metropolitan County 5,711 (84.9) 10‐24 372 (5.5)

Non‐Metro County 1,013 (15.1) 25‐49 120 (1.8)
Arresting Agency 50‐99 49 (0.7)

Employing Agency 2,277 (33.9) 100‐249 8 (0.1)
Another Agency 4,447 (66.1) 250‐499 2 (0.0)



Table 2.  Most Serious Offense Charged in Police Crime Arrest Cases, 2005‐2011 (N = 6,724)
n (%) n (%)

Simple Assault 877 (13.0) Online Solicitation of a Child 44 (0.7)
Driving Under the Influence 841 (12.5) Prostitution 42 (0.6)
Aggravated Assault 572 (8.5) Stolen Property Offenses 39 (0.6)
Forcible Fondling 352 (5.2) Indecent Exposure 38 (0.6)
Forcible Rape 322 (4.8) Kidnapping / Abduction 37 (0.6)
Drug / Narcotic Violation 308 (4.6) Shoplifting 31 (0.5)
All  Other Larceny 274 (4.1) Hit & Run 27 (0.4)
All  Other Offenses 265 (3.9) Restraining Order Violation 25 (0.4)
Intimidation 255 (3.8) Impersonation  22 (0.3)
False Pretenses / Swindle 218 (3.2) Drunkenness 22 (0.3)
Weapons  Law Violation 143 (2.1) Theft from Motor Vehicle 21 (0.3)
Official  Misconduct / Oppression / Violation of Oat 139 (2.1) Family Offenses, Nonviolent 20 (0.3)
False Report / False Statement 129 (1.9) Liquor Law Violation 19 (0.3)
Murder / Nonnegligent Manslaughter 125 (1.9) Evidence: Destroying / Tampering 17 (0.3)
Burglary / Breaking & Entering 112 (1.7) Assisting or Promoting Prostitution 12 (0.2)
Robbery 109 (1.6) Wire Fraud 10 (0.1)
Theft from Building 103 (1.5) Sexual  Assault with an Object 10 (0.1)
Statutory Rape 100 (1.5) Gambling: Operating / Promoting 9 (0.1)
Other Sex Crime 98 (1.5) Credit Card Fraud / ATM Fraud 7 (0.1)
Extortion / Blackmail 95 (1.4) Motor Vehicle Theft 7 (0.1)
Forcible Sodomy 94 (1.4) Trespass  of Real  Property  7 (0.1)
Obstructing Justice 93 (1.4) Wiretapping, Il legal 6 (0.1)
Pornography / Obscene Material 86 (1.3) Incest 4 (0.1)
Civil  Rights  Violation 84 (1.2) Gambling: Betting / Wagering 3 (0.0)
Bribery 80 (1.2) Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts or Accessories 3 (0.0)
Embezzlement 79 (1.2) Peeping Tom 2 (0.0)
Disorderly Conduct 67 (1.0) Welfare Fraud 1 (0.0)
Negligent Manslaughter 62 (0.9) Pocket‐picking 1 (0.0)
Arson 57 (0.8) Theft from Coin‐operated Machine 1 (0.0)
Counterfeiting/ Forgery 51 (0.8) Bad Checks 1 (0.0)
Destruction of Property / Vandalism 46 (0.7)

Note .  Table equals  99.9%.  The last four categories collectively account for the missing 0.1%.
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Table 3. United States District Courts Where Section 1983 Actions Were Filed (N  = 1,233)

n (%) n (%)

Il linois Northern 85 (6.9) Arizona 8 (0.6)
Louisiana Eastern 51 (4.1) California Southern 8 (0.6)
Pennsylvania Eastern 46 (3.7) Michigan Western 8 (0.6)
New York Eastern 41 (3.3) North Carolina Eastern 8 (0.6)
Connecticut 40 (3.2) Alabama Middle 7 (0.6)
Michigan Eastern 40 (3.2) Florida Northern 7 (0.6)
New Jersey 40 (3.2) Hawaii 7 (0.6)
New York Southern 40 (3.2) New Hampshire 7 (0.6)
California Central 39 (3.2) Oklahoma Northern 7 (0.6)
Florida Southern 37 (3.0) Oregon 7 (0.6)
Ohio Northern 33 (2.7) Virginia Eastern 7 (0.6)
Florida Middle 30 (2.4) Arkansas  Eastern 6 (0.5)
Louisiana Western 30 (2.4) Georgia Middle 6 (0.5)
Pennsylvania Western 29 (2.4) Iowa Southern 6 (0.5)
New Mexico 24 (1.9) Kentucky Western 6 (0.5)
Massachusetts 23 (1.9) Utah 6 (0.5)
Georgia Northern 22 (1.8) Virginia Western 6 (0.5)
Indiana Southern 22 (1.8) West Virginia Southern 6 (0.5)
Missouri  Eastern 21 (1.7) Il linois Central 5 (0.4)
Texas  Southern 21 (1.7) Nevada 5 (0.4)
Texas  Western 20 (1.6) North Carolina Western 5 (0.4)
Minnesota 19 (1.5) Washington Eastern 5 (0.4)
Wisconsin Eastern 19 (1.5) Missouri  Western 4 (0.3)
Colorado 17 (1.4) Montana 4 (0.3)
Maryland 17 (1.4) Nebraska 4 (0.3)
Pennsylvania Middle 17 (1.4) Rhode Island 4 (0.3)
Indiana Northern 16 (1.3) Texas  Eastern 4 (0.3)
New York Northern 16 (1.3) Wisconsin Western 4 (0.3)
Texas  Northern 16 (1.3) Delaware 3 (0.2)
California Northern 15 (1.2) Georgia Southern 3 (0.2)
California Eastern 14 (1.1) Kansas 3 (0.2)
New York Western 14 (1.1) Maine 3 (0.2)
Ohio Southern 13 (1.1) West Virginia Northern 3 (0.2)
South Carolina 13 (1.1) Arkansas  Western 2 (0.2)
Il linois Southern 12 (1.0) District of Columbia 2 (0.2)
Tennessee Middle 12 (1.0) Iowa Northern 2 (0.2)
Tennessee Eastern 11 (0.9) Louisiana Middle 2 (0.2)
Tennessee Western 11 (0.9) Mississippi  Northern 2 (0.2)
Alabama Northern 10 (0.8) Oklahoma Eastern 2 (0.2)
Mississippi  Southern 10 (0.8) Alabama Southern 1 (0.1)
Oklahoma Western 10 (0.8) Idaho 1 (0.1)
Washington Western 10 (0.8) North Dakota 1 (0.1)
Kentucky Eastern 9 (0.7) Wyoming 1 (0.1)
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Table 4. Chi‐Square Associations of Being Named a Party‐Defendant in 42 USC §1983 Litigation at Some Point 
Variable Label N χ2 df p V Variable Label N χ2 df p V

42 USC 1997 Civil  Defendant 6724 1247.262 1 .000 .431 Cocaine 6724 29.094 1 .000 .066
28 USC 1441 Civil  Rights  Action Removed 6724 1192.487 1 .000 .421 Drugs: Shakedown from Legit Search/Raid 6724 28.690 1 .000 .065
42 USC 1985 Civil  Defendant 6724 632.692 1 .000 .307 Obstruction of Justice 6724 27.533 1 .000 .064
Age of Victim 1848 159.139 79 .000 .293 Part‐Times  Sworn Personnel  Categorical 6724 25.560 8 .001 .062
42 USC 1981 Civil  Defendant 6724 435.624 1 .000 .255 Drug‐related 6724 25.553 1 .000 .062
Years  of Service 4780 250.387 43 .000 .229 False Report / False Statement 6724 23.451 1 .000 .059
State 6724 346.944 50 .000 .227 Drugs: Stimulants 6724 21.921 1 .000 .057
Most Serious  Offense Charged 6724 320.050 63 .000 .218 Forcible Sodomy 6724 20.992 1 .000 .056
Age 5863 198.143 56 .000 .184 Robbery 6724 19.811 1 .000 .054
Official  Capacity 6724 226.119 1 .000 .183 Murder & Nonnegligent Manslaughter 6724 16.915 1 .000 .050
Duty Status 6724 203.914 1 .000 .174 Family Violence 6724 16.650 1 .000 .050
Victim Relationship to Offender 3934 111.173 7 .000 .168 Off‐Duty: Conducted a Search  6724 16.089 1 .000 .049
Discussion of Agency Scandal  / Cover Up 6724 180.093 1 .000 .164 Metro or NonMetro County 6724 15.672 1 .000 .048
18 USC 242 Criminal  Defendant 6724 171.608 1 .000 .160 Citizen Complaint as  Method of Detection 6724 14.587 1 .000 .047
Officer's  Chief is  Under Scrutiny 6724 162.480 1 .000 .155 Injuries in a DUI‐related Traffic Accident 6724 13.982 1 .000 .046
Victim Age Difference 6724 157.015 103 .000 .153 Officer was Reassigned 6724 13.877 1 .000 .045
Years  of Service Categorical 6724 155.578 10 .000 .152 Pornography / Obscene Material 6724 11.702 1 .001 .042
Officer's  Supervisor was  Disciplined 6724 127.576 1 .000 .138 DUI: Refused BAC Test 6724 10.132 1 .001 .039
Rank 6724 125.643 9 .000 .137 Bribery 6724 9.418 1 .002 .037
Geographic Division 6724 123.337 8 .000 .135 OIDV: Weapon: Hands  / Fist 6724 9.072 1 .003 .037
Drugs: Shakedown from Street Dealers 6724 118.716 1 .000 .133 OIDV: Verbal  Threats  / Violent Ultimatums 6724 9.421 1 .002 .037
Age Categorical 6724 108.469 10 .000 .127 Marijuana 6724 8.800 1 .003 .036
Violence‐related 6724 103.675 1 .000 .124 OIDV: Victim Injury, Nonfatal 6724 8.627 1 .003 .036
Drugs: Shakedown ‐ Aggregate 6724 99.877 1 .000 .122 Drugs: Cannabis 6724 8.800 1 .003 .036
Criminal  Civil  Rights Deprivation 6724 97.041 1 .000 .120 Extortion / Blackmail 6724 7.905 1 .005 .034
Police Sexual  Violence 6724 94.879 1 .000 .119 Liquor Law violation 6724 7.133 1 .008 .033
Drugs: Shakedown from Warrantless  Search 6724 95.587 1 .000 .119 Off‐Duty: Made an Arrest 6724 6.484 1 .011 .031
Victim Age Categorical 6724 90.534 9 .000 .116 Oxycodone 6724 6.647 1 .010 .031
Driving While Female Encounter 6724 85.219 1 .000 .113 Crack 6724 6.285 1 .012 .031
Urban to Rural  Continuum Code 6724 75.487 8 .000 .106 Drugs: Personal  Use / Using 6724 6.408 1 .011 .031
Drugs: Shakedown from Car Stops  6724 75.474 1 .000 .106 Sex‐related 6724 6.121 1 .013 .030
Internal  vs. Organizational 6724 68.775 1 .000 .101 Property Destruction / Vandalism 6724 5.593 1 .018 .029
Geographic Region 6724 65.296 3 .000 .099 Family Offenses, Nonviolent 6724 5.824 1 .016 .029
Full‐Time Sworn Personnel  Categorical 6724 60.276 10 .000 .095 Counterfeiting / Forgery 6724 5.135 1 .023 .028
Driving Under the Influence 6724 55.349 1 .000 .091 Organizational  vs. Against Citizenry 6724 4.806 1 .028 .027
Rank by Function 6724 55.134 2 .000 .091 DUI: Refused Field Sobriety Tests 6724 4.836 1 .028 .027
Child Victim 3990 31.977 1 .000 .090 Arresting Agency 6724 4.414 1 .036 .026
Official  Misconduct 6724 50.495 1 .000 .087 Incest 6724 4.417 1 .036 .026
Gender of Victim 3668 23.663 1 .000 .080 Officer was Demoted in Rank 6724 4.697 1 .030 .026
Alcohol‐related 6724 42.196 1 .000 .079 Credit Card / ATM Fraud 6724 4.256 1 .039 .025
Kidnapping / Abduction / False Impris 6724 41.130 1 .000 .078 Off‐Duty: Identified Self as a Police Officer 6724 4.289 1 .038 .025
Aggravated Assault 6724 38.690 1 .000 .076 Off‐Duty: Showed Police Weapon 6724 4.264 1 .039 .025
DUI‐related Traffic Accident 6724 39.181 1 .000 .076 DUI: Officer Resisted Arrest 6724 4.097 1 .043 .025
Drugs: Planting Evidence 6724 38.120 1 .000 .075 Forcible Fondling 6724 3.894 1 .048 .024
DUI in Personally‐owned Vehicle 6724 31.774 1 .000 .069 Online Solicitation of a Child 6724 3.964 1 .046 .024
Type of Agency 6724 30.828 7 .000 .068 Weapons  Law violation 6724 3.964 1 .046 .024
Drugs: Falsification 6724 31.330 1 .000 .068 Drunkenness 6724 3.964 1 .046 .024
Gender 6724 30.465 1 .000 .067 Drugs: Facilitating Drug Trade 6724 3.833 1 .050 .024



Table 5.  Logistic Regression Model Predicting Being Named a 42 USC §1983 Party‐Defendant at Some Point (N  = 1,278)

B SE Wald p Exp(B) LL UL
Years  of Service  0.067 0.010 43.606 <.001 1.069 1.048 1.091
Duty Status   1.086 0.187 33.762 <.001 2.962 2.054 4.273
Full‐Time Sworn Personnel  Categorical   0.071 0.030 5.498 .019 1.073 1.012 1.139
Murder & Nonnegligent Manslaughter  0.692 0.282 6.011 .014 1.998 1.149 3.475
Kidnapping/Abduction  0.753 0.272 7.669 .006 2.123 1.246 3.617
Victim Relationship to Offender 0.175 0.065 7.308 .007 1.191 1.049 1.352
Driving While Female Encounter  0.934 0.346 7.285 .007 2.544 1.291 5.011
Officer was Assigned to Another Position  0.854 0.334 6.544 .011 2.349 1.221 4.518
Officer's Supervisor was  Disiplined / Reassigned  2.369 0.488 23.592 <.001 10.686 4.108 27.796
DUI in a Privately‐owned Vehicle ‐1.348 0.465 8.421 .004 0.260 0.104 0.645
Off‐Duty: Identified Self as an Officer  1.060 0.301 12.374 <.001 2.885 1.599 5.208
Family Violence  0.737 0.285 6.688 .010 2.090 1.195 3.653
Cocaine  2.007 0.747 7.227 .007 7.440 1.722 32.140
42 USC §1981 Civil  Defendant at Some Point  3.962 0.718 30.421 <.001 52.584 12.863 214.965
18 USC §242 Criminal  Defendant at Some Point  1.837 0.639 8.264 .004 6.276 1.794 21.956
Most Serious  Offense Charged  ‐0.019 0.004 23.805 <.001 0.981 0.974 0.989

‐ 2 Log Likelihood 1177.989
Model  Chi‐Square 328.366 <.001
Cox & Snell  R 2 .227
Nagelkerke R 2 .327
ROC R 2 .486 LL UL
AUC .743 .723 .764

95% CI for Exp(B)

95% CI for AUC
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Monthly Podcast Episodes are Available on iTunes

For more information on this research project, go to: www.bgsu.edu/policeintegritylost
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