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Shining a Light on the
Digital Dark Ages

Meg Miner
University Archivist and Assistant Professor

Faculty Colloquium
September 20, 2013


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank all (president, provost & selection committee, colleagues and students). And to my colleagues for listening to practices runs of this talk.  Students—stay tuned for career tips!
 
My list of thanks also includes the NSA. Their actions revealed earlier this year made at least one part of my job easier & point to a practice I think should adopt…at least in part. I wanted to plant that seed so you would stay tuned…wait to see how it applies to this topic!
 
This is a talk about digital preservation. It is partly a presentation on the findings of a National Leadership Grant our campus is part of but it is mostly an advocacy piece: both for our institution and for all of you as individuals. 
I’m grounding this presentation in details of what I’ve learned in the past two years of working with our grant partners. In a larger sense this is a report on what I’ve learned since 2006 about how IWU records its history.



Why “Dark Ages”?

“Digital Dark Ages” is a term coined in 1997
 Need to care for humanities’ electronic heritage
e Recalls the efforts of monks in the Middle Ages

— practice of copying texts and dispersing them
saved knowledge that predated the Dark Ages

Connotes loss of knowledge or lack of
intellectual growth due to a loss of
understanding of what has come before.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Digital Dark Ages” is a term coined at a 1997 meeting of the Preservation and Conservation section of the International Federation of Library Associations. A speaker from the United Kingdom (Terry Kuny) was comparing what he saw as an emerging need in caring for humanities’ electronic heritage as being similar to the efforts of monks in the Middle Ages. Quite simply, monks would copy ancient texts and the action of dispersing them to other monasteries made it possible to save texts that predated the Middle Ages. 
 
Understand the term as shorthand for loss of knowledge or lack of intellectual growth due to a loss of understanding of what has come before. This is the loss that we’re trying to prevent by calling attention to the Digital Dark Ages.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
[background given on the original and facsimile copy of the Codex Sinaiticus and that I chose an artifact from the 4th century because it has relevance to the issue of digital preservation.]


Why now?

e |[WU'’s Digital Dark Ages date from late-1990s

— Our historical record is fragmented: servers, hard
drives, external drives and institutional memory.
Oh my!

e 2012 request for long-time administrator.
e 2011 request for 1920s student life.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
I chose this phrase because we are experiencing a dark ages at IWU. 
Examples of two recent requests. It is easier for me to tell the story of IWU in the 1890s than in the 1990s to now. 
 
In fact, when I think of the ease with which I recently helped show campus life in the 1920s, I can’t help but think how difficult it would be to do the same thing for students who graduated from 2000 to the present.


Concerns for IWU Heritage

e Our Web site is our default archive, but
— we are not consistent in how we post.
— our ability to understand change is in doubt.
— our file types are not stable for the long term.

e Which version of a record is the official IWU
word on a subject?
— If there is a discrepancy, how will it be resolved?

— Where does the original live? Who cares for it?
The archives does if found but some slip by.



Concerns for Heritage (cont’d)

e Content Management Systems

— Unlimited ability to create and distribute

— You are our monks...but not all on the same page
e Social Media & Third Party platforms

— Issues about ownership, ongoing access, file types



Moving IWU Out of the Dark Ages

Using the Web for promotion of our work is
important, necessary and useful but we make
assumptions about the safety of our records
that are misleading.

We must start making decisions about what we
value for our cultural heritage and secure that
content in ways that will ensure its survival.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A colleague recently commented that people have no idea what archivists do. I think for a very long time most archivists were okay with being hidden away in the dusty reaches of their vaults. We quietly collected things that came through mass distribution systems, applied our own odd organizational systems and no one had to know many details about it. Then when something was needed we’d say, “Why yes, I can help with that, the information is right here.”
My subtitle for this talk is CLICK “True Confessions of a Book and Paper-Loving Librarian.” I love material culture and tangible things and the way they can connect us to our past.
When I look to the future of this university’s history, I don’t see that world. 
The superiority of digital media is unquestionable in many respects, but its fatal flaw from a cultural heritage sense is actually the thing we value most: everyone has control and unlimited distribution capabilities. 
That is a danger to our heritage.


Assumptions in the Digital Age

Storage is cheap and everywhere!
Is the content secure/accessible? How? By whom?

If it is digital it will always be available!

Will it be useable? If software changes or files decay
how will we know what is gone before it is too late?



Storage

e Storage options are cheap and everywhere!



Storage
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Storage (cont’d)

e Storage options are cheap and everywhere!

— But human intervention is not (and we are so
busy that it is easy to put off)

* Files need naming, tagging, organizing
AKA metadata

— Do your backed up versions all match?

* Do you spend time synching devices? How
much?
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Presentation Notes
The industry term is metadata which actually has several layers of definitions. This is the place for me to pause a moment and thank Edward Snowden and the National Security Agency. When the NSA’s data collection practices were revealed this past summer, metadata became part of our cultural knowledge. 
All those phone number the NSA stores and the dates they were made and the numbers they called—and the statement that they weren’t actually listening—that’s all another way of describing metadata. There are heightened levels of description of an object but not an internal, machine readable way of proving whether the “call” was about illegal activities or about getting everyone together for a surprise birthday party.


Storage (cont’d)

Don’t forget:
all drives fail
eventually

“Do you have a back-up plan?” by John K
http://www.flickr.com/photos/johnkay/5200871042/



Storage (cont’d)

Media needs
to be replaced
every five
years (aka
migration)

“Bit Rot” by
The Joy of the
Mundane

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mundane_joy/2316921309/



Storage (cont’d)

e Storage options are cheap and everywhere!

— But human intervention is not (and we are so busy
that it is easy to put off)

— Do your backed up versions all match?

— Remember: you get what you pay for with physical
storage and in the Cloud!



Storage (cont’d)

Backups on
cheap and/or
fragile media

“Data deteriora
Univ. of VA Libr
Preservation Sejgi
http://www.flic
photos/uvalibp @l
ion/803308599|



Storage (cont’d)

Cloud providers
may not = stable, consistent access

What security measures do they promise?

Do they back up anywhere? How will you
Know'?

Do they offer an exit strategy if they go out of
ousiness?

f the person who set up the account dies,
who has access?
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Compressed files

vimeo
IWU Video Fro

5

Collections

What's your passion? At lllinois

Wesleyan, we'll help you to pursue it

http:/fwww.iwu.edu

f you have questions about what's on this page, look

here first: Help /| FAQ
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Sharing & convenience? Yes!

Continued access? Maybe.
Google

Drive
Welcome to Google Drive, the new home for Google Docs

% Access everywhere

. Store files safely

." Collaborate with Google Docs
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Some is here...
sometimes.

Blogs at lllinois Wesleyan

Student Teaching
Just another Blogs at lllincis Wesleyan site

ITS @ Iwu

Comments on [llinois Wesleyan University's
Information Technology: planning and
operations

IWu SAAC
Student-Athlete Advisory Committes

Hispanic Studies

iQué pasa? Otro blog de [llinois Wesleyan

| ACTION RESEARCH CENTER at lllinois

Wesleyan University

LUse the Mavigation Menu to Learn More About
ARC's Connection to the Community!

N5LS at IWU

Welcome to the Mational Society of Leadersfip
and Success

The John Updike Society

3“ GREENetwork

=i

";.3‘,:’ Tips and updates from Ilinois
Wesleyan University's

GREEMetwork

IWU Anthropology Club

Information for students interested in
anthropology

| Around the House

WU English Department News




Can’t crawl content

Student Life &
Culture inthe ¥ —— e
Cloud = e
History at Risk

@ Post Photo [ Video

Write something

‘ IWU SAAC shared a link via Ilinois Wesleyan University
Athletics,
¥ September 10

Congratulations!




Perceptions of Permanence

e “All that’s on the internet, it’ll always be there.”
— Quality of what’s there? Who is responsible?



Perceptions of Permanence
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Is it usable?

IWU Greek
System page
1997

http://web.archive.org/web/19971007185105/http://www.iwu.edu/organizations/
greeksystem/index.html



Perceptions of Permanence

Is it useful?
Not without
metadata!

Section: | Caption -]
Caption:

;4

Cancel

Prev

Mext

Caption ‘Writer: | Load...

Headline: Save..

J4R4805

Append

Special Instructions:




Perceptions of Permanence

INTERMNET ARCHIVE

NOT Waypaehmaching

a IWayS http://www.iwu.edu/provost/feb07/

Latest

going to show Al
be there

Hrm.

Wayback Machine doesn't have that page archived.
Want to search for all archived pages under
http://www.iwu.edu/provost/ ?

IWU Provost
2007
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Perceptions of Permanence

lllinois Wesleyan University Disclaimer of Content

Information in the lllinois Wesleyan University Web is provided by many different people. While the authors of these
pages try to keep them accurate and up-to-date, the University cannot guarantee that they always will be. If you see
something in an WU document that should be corrected or updated, send mail to the address on the document (or to
webmaster@iwu.edu if the document is unsigned.) Be sure to give the full URL of the document in your letter.

Unless otherwise noted, the web information does not represent official statements or views of lllinois Wesleyan
University.

“...cannot guarantee that they always will be....”

http://www.iwu.edu/disclaimer.html
Accessed September 14, 2013



Perceptions of Permanence

e “All that’s on the internet, it’ll always be there.”
e Digital files deteriorate.



They call it
Bit Rot

“The stakes are high.
Mistakes 30 years
ago mean that much
of the early digital age
IS already a closed
book (or no book at
all) to historians.”

The Economist
April 28, 2012

The

Economist World politice Business &finance Economics Science &technology Cu

Digital data

Bit rot

The world is losing its ability to reconstruct history. Better regulation could fix that

Apr 28th 2012 | From the print edition FiLike | 539 | W Tweet| 288

PICTURE yourself as a historian in 2035, trying to make sense of this year's American
election campaign. Many of the websites and blogs now abuzz with news and comment will
have long since perished. Data stored electronically decays. Many floppy disks from the
early digital age are already unreadable. If you are lucky, copies of campaign material, and
of e-mails and other materials (including declassified official documents), will be available in
public libraries.

But will you be able to read them? Already, NASA has lost data from some of its earliest
missions to the moon because the machines used to read the tapes were scrapped and



Regarding Permanence

Files do
deteriorate &
with no sign
until you try
to open them

“And this is why you backup your files...” By npurmort
http://www.flickr.com/photos/npurmort/7158077037/



Perceptions of Permanence

e “All that’s on the internet, it’ll always be there.”
e Digital files deteriorate.

e Software changes make the ability to read file
content uncertain over time.



Software and “Permanent”

Incompatible Software

Some of the software on your computer is
incompatible with this version of Mac OS X.
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Software and “Permanent”
(1997)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two profs gave me permission to use their works as examples. Turning In is a hypertext novel that actually still launches off the CD-ROM but no way of knowing how long that will be possible. The company still exists and offers online versions of this kind of platform but hasn’t provided a way to move old content into it. You cannot even print the pages unless you do screen shots. [I didn’t mention it, but the booklet that comes with the CD-ROM provides software and system requirements but nothing in depth about the content of the novel.  Slide 36 was shown here as an example and I said I’d come back to it later—see slide 74.]


Software and “Permanent”
(2001)




Perceptions of Permanence

4

“All that’s on the internet, it’ll always be there.”
Digital files deteriorate.

Software changes make the ability to read file
content uncertain over time.
Some online content should not be permanent.

— “Official” files are superseded and old content not
removed from the Web site.



Perceptions of Permanence

Version
control

lllinois Wesleyan: Alcohol Pelicy and Adjudication Guidelines

‘WU Philosophical Statement. PHILOSOPHY A review of alcohol issues at WU begins
with guiding principals upon which policies and programs are built.
wu.edufjudicialislcohol_Policy. html

WAL

lllinois Wesleyan: Student Handbook Policy and Requlations

Campus Environment. lllinois Wesleyan encourages the entire community o engage in
positive dialogue involving different life experiences. Intercultural ...
hitps:ifwww.iwu.edulfjudiciall.. /StudentHandbookPolicies. html

lllinois Wesleyan: Judicial Affairs - Whistleblower Policy

Whistleblower Policy. |. PURPOSE AMD APPLICABILITY. The purpose of this policy is to
set forth lllinois Wesleyan University's policy on Board member, facully , ...
hitps:ifwww.iwu. edufjudicialipolicy/WhistleBlowerPolicy.html

lllinois Wesleyan: ITS Usage Policy

IT USAGE POLICY. Just as knowledage and discussion are at the heart ofteaching and
learning, so too are information and communications technology such as ..
hitps:ihwwwiwu edufits/aboutitsusage htmi

lllinois Wesleyan: Student Handbook Alcohol and Subsiance Policy
Alcohol and Substance Policy. lllinois Wesleyan University endorses the Drug Free
Schools and Campuses Act and the required provisions of that act may be ...
hitpsihwww.iwu.edufjudiciall.. /StudentHandbookAlcoholPolicy. html

llinois Wesleyan: Sexual Harassment and Sexual Violence Policy

Sexual Harassment and Sexual Violence Policy. Section 1: Statement of Purpose . lllinois
Wesleyan University CUniversity” or "IWU") is committed to creating, ...

www iwu_ edufjudiciallhandbook!SexualHaras sment htmil

W

lllinois Wesleyan: Judicial Affairs Federal Policies

Federal Policies. Federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Amendment Act. The
federal government has enacted two phases of legislation aimed at ...

www.iwu. edufjudicialiMandatedPolicies. html

Social Media Policy This policy provides guidelines for ...

File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat

Social Media Policy. This policy provides guidelines for communicators using social
media on behalf of. Hlinois Wesleyan University academic and ...

wwwiiwu. eduswritingguide/s ocial-media-policy. pdf




Two steps towards preservation

Making back up copies of digital objects
VS.

Making back up copies of digital objects
and storing them in different places

* The minimum recommendation

e Geographic distance = more protection

— IWU Web site and networked servers are backed
up to another city.

— Specialized software like Digital Commons



Searchable, stable, mig
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My Account FAGQ About Home

Home = Faculty and Staff Governance

FACULTY AND STAFF GOVERNANCE

This collection holds records for elective and appointive governing committees whose permanent records were being
hosted on IWU Web pages. The University Archives holds print records of these and other groups.

Browse the Faculty and Staff Governance Collections:

Assessment Committee
Child Care Commitiee
CUprp
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WU AAUP

Staff Council

Teaching, Leamning and Technology Roundiable

Enter search terms:
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Authors
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Digital Commo

My Account FAQ About Home

Browse Journals and Peer-Reviewed Series

Constructing the Past (History Department}

A publication of the Nu Gamma chapter of Phi Alpha Theta and the Department of
History at lllinois Wesleyan University

Visit Journal

Pseudonvm Required (English)

This website is home to the creative writing of student authors at IWU. At Pseudonym
Required, our goal is to help students become better writers by providing feedback to
the authors and offering them a chance for their pieces to be published. Our main
focus is helping authors improve their writing, but our submission and revision
process is also designed to give us an opportunity to showcase the creative talents of
our fellow IWU students. All of the pieces published this year as well as our archives of
past publications are located on this site. Take a look at some of our student writers’
work!

Visit Journal

Res Publica - Journal of Undergraduate Research (Political Science
Department)

Res Publica - Journal of Undergraduate Research is a publication of Pi Sigma Alpha,
the Political Science Honorary Society. It is funded by the lllinois Wesleyan University

Student Senate.
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Full digital preservation

Deciding which digital objects need to be saved,
describing them,

backing up in geographically distant places, and
monitoring the digital files for deterioration.

4Dsand1 M
Decision making + Description +
Duplication + Distance + Monitoring =
Digital Preservation


Presenter
Presentation Notes
How I would like us to start thinking of full DP: a mathematical equation of 4Ds and 1 M.


Official definition: LoC

“Digital preservation is the active management of
digital content over time to ensure ongoing
access LIBRARY OF

CONGRESS

ASK A LIBRARIAN DIGMAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY CATALOGS Search

Digital Preserva

Shprint Bl Subscribe /save GlGive Feedback

DIGITAL PRESERVATION
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Search this site

Digital Preservation

2 Home

© About This is the home of the National Digital Stewardship Alliance, Digital Preservation Qutreach and Education and the Mational

© Partners Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program.
© Collections

@ Tools Showcase National Digital Stewardship Alliance Recent Blog Posts
2 Multimedia & Publications

© Meetings & Events
© Education & Training
@ Contact Us

http://www.digitalp T s

Resources

An initiative of the Mational Digital Information Infrastructure and Dear Husband: I'm So Sorry for Your
Preservation Program, NDSA members work together to make a Data Loss
s sustained contribution to digital stewardship. Welcome. NDSR Inaugural Class!

bout the MDSA = Snow Byte, the Video!

Read The Signal Blog =
Preserving Your Digital Memories

Federal Agencies Digitization

: e Rty
rese rvat I O n ] gOV/a b w _ Just as libraries are presenving the nation’s digital memory, Library of Congress Digital

individuals need to take steps to preserve their own digital Preservation Newsletter
memoaories. Here are some tips on what you can do

Guidelines Initiative
0 u t Preservation and Conservation at
the Library of Congress View the tips =
Section 108 Study Group

HEW YORITIAR

ibrary A==
Standard brary ¢ o . . e
Etan‘ar‘s atthe Librar of Digital Preservation Outreach and Education The m,jmmr Digital Preservation
ongress
0 ine it c d ed > wark e . . Mewsletter provides updates on digital
Web Archiving at the Library of Fostering a national outreach and education network to encourage

the preservation of digital content. stewardship.

Congress

See how voll can learn maore »



Official definition: ALCTS

“Combines policies, strategies and actions to ensure
access to content that is born digital or converted to
digital form regardless of the challenges of file
corruption, media failure and technological change.

“The goal of digital preservation is the most accurate
rendering possible of authenticated content over

time.”
— Preservation and A I_CTS

Association for Library Collections & Technical Services

Reformatting Section, . ..co.o e mionion for o
Association for Library Collections & Technical Services, a
division of the American Library Association;
http://www.ala.org/alcts/resources/preserv/2009def



Then & now: the BIG difference

DP is widespread, cultural heritage concern.

 Time elapsing between technological changes
and scale of potential problems ahead.
— Consider span of time between technological

changes: handwriting to print to audio/visual
media to digital media.

— Consider the relative difficulty in creating earlier
types of media and the proliferating paths to
creating and storing that are available today.

e Attention to our needs now = survival.



A time travel survivor
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Reasons to act
Hardware and media become obsolete

Chamber of Horrors http://dpworkshop.org/dpm-eng/oldmedia/chamber.html



http://dpworkshop.org/dpm-eng/oldmedia/chamber.html

Reasons to act, pt. 2
Loss of original file fidelity

. | i _
“Migrant Mother” by Dorothea Lange. Courtesy of the Library of
Congress. http://tinyurl.com/Imh4g6q



Reasons to act, pt. 3
Intentional editing
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Reasons to act, pt. 4

Quantity being saved and loss of context
that gives digital objects their meaning

Marme Date modified Type Size
s R D R o
| _D5C0089 12/7/2006 10:01 PM  JPEG image 1,475 KB
= _DSC0090 12/7/2006 10:01 PM  JPEG image 1,455 KB
=] DsCo091 12/7/2006 10:01 PM  JPEG image 1,787 KB
C h anne | = _DSC0093 12/7/2006 10:01 PM  JPEG image 1,436 KB
=] _DSC0094 12/7/200610:02 PM  JPEG image 1,431 KB
t h e N S A | _DSC0095 12/7/2006 10:03 PM  JPEG image 1,475 KB
=| _DSC0096 12/7/200610:03 PM  JPEG image 1,464 KB
. = _DSC0099 12/7/2006 10:04 PM  JPEG image 1,464 KB
o .J U St d = _DSC0100 12/7/2006 10:04 PM  JPEG image 1,452 KB
. = _DSC0102 12/7/2006 10:05 PM  JPEG image 1,444 KB
I |tt I e ! = _DsCo103 12/7/2006 10:05 PM  JPEG image 1,468 KE
= _DSC0106 12/7/2006 10:05 PM  JPEG image 1,461 KB
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Taking a pause for a pulse & our students

“Active management” job opportunities

Archivists, Librarians & IT: organize data, data mining,
search/discovery processes

Computer scientists & Mathematicians: digital forensics
work on old media and obsolete systems, encrypting or
breaking encryption

Lawyers: intellectual property, contracts

Sociologists, anthropologists, psychologists: hoarding as
a phenomenon, coping with loss

Archivists: decision making/selections, long-term planning
for patron-base needs


Presenter
Presentation Notes
At this point I hope you are feeling at least a little of the anxiety I have for our institutional history. What “active management” means for career opportunities.


In the beginning

 Analog media is okay alone for long periods

— Changes are usually visible to the eye or
discernible by the nose!

My education in digital preservation (2007)
— grant mandates, workshops

— Bit Rot seemed of most concern;
digital file degradation is not
obvious until too late
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Digital preservation solved

Figure F-1: Composite of Functional Entities
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Digital Preservation at a Glance
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The IMLS Grant

 No consortium (CARLI) or Big 10 help available.
Do what librarians do best: collaborate!

 National Leadership Grant from federal agency
awarded Fall 2011.

'.1
*‘samts o 2INSTITUTE of

MUSEleandL'brary

SERVICES

“Advises the President and Congress on plans, policies,
and activities to sustain and increase public access to

information and ideas.”
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Objective

Investigate, evaluate and recommend
scalable, sustainable digital preservation
solutions for libraries with smaller amounts
of data and/or fewer resources.



Projected outcomes

Reports! This is for a government agency, after
all. (Final due May 2014)

e Case Studies
— Interviews with faculty, staff, administrators.

— Explore personal and institutional data
management practices.

— Compare results across institution types.



Interviewees
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Where do people keep their data?
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Projected outcomes

Reports! This is for a government agency, after
all. (Final due May 2014)

e Case Studies

e Analysis of digital preservation products and

services
— Ease of use, availability of support, costs
— Two parts: Tool Grid and in-depth testing



Projected outcomes

Evaluating tools and services available today
http'//digitalpowrr.niu.edu/tool-grid/

Ef8c2qzoz2ef . epp g
- Hg;hgg;vﬂggg g
IIIIIg;sifsggggszés i !

AFF Op

Computer
Forensics

Archive-lt [|x [x |x |x [x |x [x |x |x |[x |x |x |x |x

Baglt Library

BWF MetaEdit

Chronopolis  x x x X X X X X X X x  $1,500 - $2,200



Projected outcomes

Testing five tools/services in-depth
Curator’s Workbench (UNC)

rchivematica.

ARCHIVE

INTERNET

DURA

* File management costs depend on total file size (in
TBs)

— Remember: two copies of everything = minimum
— Six copies of everything = optimum



Projected outcomes

Reports! This is for a government agency, after all.
(Final due May 2014)

e Case Studies

e Analysis of digital preservation products and
services

 National and local dissemination (throughout 2014)
— Conferences and workshops
— Web-based presentations
— Meetings like this...thank youl



Unanticipated outcomes

POWRR and collaboration

 UK-based Project SPRUCE (Sustainable PReservation
Using Community Engagement): creating a
community-owned tool registry that will feed into
the POWRR Grid.

e MetaArchive: Piloting technology to support small-
scale models.

 NDSA (Library of Congress): Co-planning regional
events for NDSA membership drives and POWRR
workshops.



Observations

Local decisions are the most important first steps.

 We will not have an enduring historical record if we
rely on http://www.iwu.edu or social media sites.

— Lack of control/ownership, quality of file types
and inconsistent metadata.

— We must separate promotion from permanence.
As of now, they must be two distinct things from a
digital preservation perspective.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
It seems harsh to put it this way but I believe that our practices are making this true.


Observations

e Durability of digital objects is a factor of
preserving the context with the file.

— Metadata: significance of a digital object cannot
be understood without it.

 We should not try to keep everything.
— Some records do not need to remain digital.
— Cultural/personal habits are against us here!

— Records creators must be involved but your
archivist can help!



Observations

Once we know what is important to keep and
for how long, make decisions about
* what types of storage locations the digital objects

need, who has access, who is responsible for
maintaining.

 what type of long-term preservation system will
work.



Decision making visualized

Good preservation decisions are based on a
deep understanding of the possible content to
be preserved

Possible to ontent

LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This image is the kind of thing I have in mind when I say we need to make decisions about what content will receive full digital preservation.


Recommendations for
office and at home

e |f you use specialized software, make sure to
check old files in new versions that come out
and save them as new.

— Save a backup copy in a “standardized” format or
one that you can migrate.

— “Normalizing” to a known medium may still be
the best hope for survival.

— Your archivist is ready to help with decisions and
format recommendations!



The best laid plans

“«IEMOrex

THE 7-&9_9&5



Presenter
Presentation Notes
[I told the story of a local art professor who gave me permission to use this example. She is a computer graphics design person and was using a program that actually did provide advice on “normalizing.” She still can’t open all the designs she created but she also printed a booklet so 1) we have a clue of the content of her work, and 2) we have a reason to save the disks in case digital forensics can help someday.]


For long-term preservation

Deciding which digital objects need to be saved,
describing them,

backing up in geographically distant places, and
monitoring the digital files for deterioration.

4Dsand1 M
Decision making + Description +
Duplication + Distance + Monitoring =
Digital Preservation



Institutional Recommendations

What we can do in the short term:
e Create a record? Copy your archivist!
e Start a new group? Tell your archivist.

 Want to preserve student activities? Me, too!
Let’s talk.

 Not sure how to start? Consult your archivist.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sensing a theme here? I want to help but I need your help!


Institutional Recommendations

Harder questions

 What responsibilities should we take for content
that is not on IWU servers?

e What about faculty data?
— Consider investment in PAT cycle.

— Consider external pressures like NSF & NEH grant
rules for Data Management Plans.

e Solo system implementation not recommended.

Who will we partner with?

— How can responsibilities (staffing & systems) be
shared—both on campus and with others?



Final Quiz

Digital Preservation is...
A. More than scanning and cloud storage.

B. Decision making that begins at the moment of
creation.

C. A series of actions that will help secure personal and
cultural heritage.

D. A shared responsibility for our institutional legacy.
E. All of the above.



Why should you care?

HOW TO SAVE YOLUR DIGITAL WORK FOR
THE POSTERITY?

December 12th 2307

DON'T KNOW.
LOOKS LIKE A
FUNNY BEER

COASTER

:Frf' and pode

Geek & Poke, posted December 12, 2007. Available at
http://geek-and-poke.com/2007/12/how-to-save-dig.html



Thank You!

mminer@iwu.edu
x1538

Visit our project Web site

http://digitalpowrr.niu.edu

And see the Library of Congress’s suggestions about

saving your own digital heritage...future archivists will
thank you!

http://digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving
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