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Research findings on ratepayers, landowners, and local stakeholders 
 PSU ISS Research to Action Symposium – October 25, 2013 

Max Nielsen-Pincus 

The Eugene Water and Electric Board’s 
McKenzie River payment for watershed 
services program: 

Department of Environmental  
Science and Management 



Drinking Water Source Areas for Oregon Public Water Systems -
Surface Water

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality/Water Quality Division
Drinking Water Protection Program GIS
File: DWP\Web&Graphics\GIS_for_Web_Page\Web_PDF_State_map_template.mxd
Projection: Oregon Lambert (Lambert Conformal Conic)
GCS_North_American_1983, Datum: D_North_American_1983
Prepared by: S. Aalbers (31OCT2007, Rev. 04MAY2011)
Printed: 04MAY2011 (sda)

This map includes Oregon
Department of Environmental
Quality and Oregon Department 
of Human Services' Drinking 
Water Program Source Water
Assessment source area results 
for community, and non-transient 
non-community public water 
systems that were active in 
June 1999.  Additional source 
areas are added as information 
becomes available including 
transient non-community water 
systems. Information on private
water supplies was not collected 
as part of the Source Water 
Assessment project.
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McKenzie	  River	  Drinking	  Water	  :	  	  
Forestry,	  Agriculture,	  and	  Development	  

Eugene



Voluntary	  Incentive	  Program	  

•  Reward	  good	  stewardship	  through	  payments	  to	  
landowners	  who	  maintain	  healthy	  riparian	  areas	  over	  
long	  term	  

•  Pays	  dividends	  on	  natural	  capital	  provided	  by	  their	  land	  

•  Landowners	  must	  be	  within	  designated	  program	  
boundary	  
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Research	  Objectives:	  

•  How	  much	  are	  ratepayers	  willing	  to	  pay	  and	  what	  
effects	  that	  willingness?	  (Surveys)	  
 Sense	  of	  place	  and	  connectedness	  to	  McKenzie	  

•  How	  much	  do	  landowners	  need	  to	  receive	  and	  what	  
affects	  their	  interest?	  (Surveys,	  Focus	  Groups)	  
 Past	  experience	  and	  succession	  plans	  



EWEB Customer Willingness to Pay 



Landowner Interest in the VIP program 
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POTENTIAL FUNDING 
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Restoration / 
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One-Time Investments 
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Dividend Payments 
for Stewardship 

(Grants/Funding 
 for Restoration) 

Riparian Health Assessments 
Landowner Agreements 
Fiscal Mngt/Accounting 
Monitoring & Planning 
Agreement Compliance 
Education/Outreach/Marketing 

•  McKenzie River Trust 
•  McKenzie Watershed Council 
•  Upper Willamette SWCD 
•  Lane Council of Governments 
•  Cascade Pacific RC&D                              
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