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Article Overview



The Article – Search Terms



The Article – Key idea
• More digital resources and data 

sets for presidential scholars

• Text mining, programming, data 
visualization

• More opportunities for 
quantitative research

Source: http://stateoftheunion.onetwothree.net/index.shtml

http://stateoftheunion.onetwothree.net/index.shtml


Scholarly Approaches: Presidential Research

• Aspects of the office, occupants of the office 

• Presidential character types: active, passive, positive, negative 
(Barber, 1972)

• Background experiences, behavior, personality

• Cycles of institutional order: world/national events, 
predecessors (Skowronek, 1993)

• Legislative history (Fisher, 1995)

• Constitutional Law

• Quantitative methods (Edwards, 1981) including 
methodological rigor, empirical theories



The Data

American Presidency Project

Library of Congress: 

Manuscript Division



The Data

Documents by president by volume, then date



Research Process

 Presidential Research Resources
 UN Data Sources
 FOIA Libraries (in progress)



The Process



Guiding Principles

• Outward looking to support liaison departments

• Narrowing the scope of publication

• Setting realistic goals for content coverage

• Collaboration with faculty, subject matter experts, institutional 
repositories

• Cross pollination with librarian or data sources – local, state, national

• Make bold requests – you may be surprised



The Landscape

Cohen, Dan. “Obama's Presidential Library Is Already Digital.” The Atlantic, Atlantic 
Media Company, 9 Apr. 2019, www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/04/obamas-
presidential-library-should-be-digital-first/586693/.
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Questions?

lisa.deluca@shu.edu

• @ldeluca1101
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