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EDUCATION  
 
Georgetown University Law Center  
 LL.M., Advocacy, October 2001 
 
University of Minnesota Law School  
 J.D., May 1996, cum laude 
 MINNESOTA LAW REVIEW, Associate Articles Editor 
  
Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota 
 M.A., 1998; Degree Concentration in Women and Public Policy 
 
Colorado College  
 B.A., 1991; Major: Political Science, Minor: Women’s Studies 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 
Constitutional Exclusion and Gender in Commonwealth Africa, 31 FORDHAM INT’L L.J. 289 (2008). 
 
VOICES OF AFRICAN WOMEN:  WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN GHANA, UGANDA, AND TANZANIA (Johanna Bond, 
ed., 2005) (Carolina Academic Press). 
 
Intersecting Identities and Human Rights:  The Example of Romani Women’s Reproductive Rights, 5 
GEO. J. GENDER & THE LAW 897 (2004). 
 
International Intersectionality:  A Theoretical and Pragmatic Exploration of Women’s International 
Human Rights Violations, 52 EMORY L.J. 71 (2003). 
 
The Legal System of Nepal, in LEGAL SYSTEMS OF THE WORLD, ABC-CLIO Publications (Herbert M. 
Kritzer, ed., 2002). 
 
The Global Classroom:  International Human Rights Fact-Finding As Clinical Method, 28 WM. 
MITCHELL L. REV. 317 (2001). 
 
Violence Against Women and International Human Rights Law, in VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN:  A 
SOURCEBOOK, Sage Publications (with Robin Phillips) (2001). 
 
International Child Mortality, in GLOBAL CHILD SURVIVAL:  A HUMAN RIGHTS PRIORITY, Minnesota 
Advocates for Human Rights, 1999 (with Sosamma Samuel).  
  
Case Study: Uganda, in GLOBAL CHILD SURVIVAL:  A HUMAN RIGHTS PRIORITY, Minnesota Advocates 
for Human Rights, 1999 (contributing author).  
 
“Domestic Violence in Nepal” (monograph, 1998) (available from Minnesota Advocates for Human 
Rights) (with Kathleen Graham and Cheryl Thomas). 
 
“Achieving the ‘Rights’ Result:  Affirmative Action and the Women’s Convention” (monograph, 1997) 
(available from International Women’s Rights Action Watch). 
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“IWRAW at Beijing:  Providing Insight into the Platform for Action and IWRAW Activities in Beijing” 
(monograph, 1996) (available from International Women’s Rights Action Watch). 
 
“The Women’s Convention and CEDAW:  Opportunities and Challenges in Light of Beijing” 
(monograph, 1996) (available from International Women’s Rights Action Watch).  
 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
Gender Equality and African Customary Law Reform:  The Potential of Regional and Sub-Regional 
Human Rights Frameworks 
 
  
AWARDS AND UNPUBLISHED PAPERS 
 
Received a $10,000 grant from the Open Society Institute to bring University of Wyoming law students 
to Namibia in March 2008 to conduct human rights work in collaboration with local human rights 
organizations, Award period: September 2007 – June 2008.   
 
Selected as a Senior Fulbright Scholar, Africa Regional Research Program, focusing on “Women’s Legal 
Rights in Ghana, Uganda, and Tanzania,” Spring 2001. 
 
“Trafficking in Women:  A Regional Report on the United States,” (1996) (Report to the Foundation 
Against Trafficking in Women and the Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women). 
 
“Postmodern Insight into the Rigidity of Gender Categories:  The Case for Prohibiting the Sexual 
Harassment of Gay Men and Lesbians,” (Paper received the Minnesota Women Lawyers’ 1995 Equal 
Justice Award, June 1995). 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT AND AFFILIATIONS   
 
Washington & Lee University College of Law 
Associate Professor of Law, (Beginning academic year 2008-2009) 
 Will teach torts, gender and the law, and a women’s human rights practicum. 
 
University of Wyoming College of Law 
Associate Professor of Law, August 14, 2006 – May 2008 

Teach courses in alternative dispute resolution, international human rights law, international 
human rights fact-finding, gender and the law, and externship seminar; received $10,000 grant 
from the Open Society Institute to support international human rights fact-finding course; and 
serve as Adjunct Professor in the International Studies Department and the Women’s Studies 
Department.   

  
Georgetown University Law Center, Visiting Scholar  
Visiting Scholar, September 1, 2005 – June 15, 2006 

Conducted independent research.  
  
Women’s Law and Public Policy Fellowship Program 
Executive Director, January 2004 – January 2005  

Directed the Women’s Law and Public Policy Fellowship Program and the Leadership and 
Advocacy for Women in Africa (LAWA) Program; led and managed all aspects of the program, 
including advocacy efforts, development and fundraising for $750,000 budget, financial 
operations and budgeting, program operations, legal fellow supervision, and staff supervision.  



 
Georgetown University Law Center, Visiting Faculty  
Visiting Associate Professor of Law, July 2000 – June 2003  
Assistant Director, International Women’s Human Rights Clinic, July 2000 – June 2003  

Co-taught a clinical course in international women’s human rights and a lecture course entitled 
International and Comparative Law on the Rights of Women; in Spring 2001, was Acting 
Director of the Clinic and responsible for all curriculum design, teaching, fund-raising, and 
administrative duties.    

 
Women’s Law and Public Policy Fellowship Program/ Georgetown Clinical Teaching Fellow 
Teaching Fellow, September 1998 – June 2000 

Designed and co-taught a clinical course in international women’s human rights and co-taught a 
lecture course entitled International and Comparative Law on the Rights of Women; supervised 
law students in every phase of civil domestic violence litigation; supervised students in human 
rights advocacy projects involving international research and writing; developed clinical 
curriculum; provided litigation support for women’s rights test cases; organized speaker series; 
helped manage $100,000 grant and conducted fund-raising. 

 
The Honorable Ann D. Montgomery, United States District Court, District of Minnesota 
Law Clerk, July 1997 – August 1998 
 Researched and wrote drafts of judicial opinions; assisted in all matters related to trial. 
 
Gender Project Foundation for Bulgaria, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Legal Fellow, April – June 1997, Awarded a Partners in Human Rights Education Fellowship 

Conducted fact-finding missions to investigate domestic violence in Macedonia and sexual 
harassment in Bulgaria; participated in expert panels on international human rights law. 

 
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, Child Mortality Project 
Legal Consultant, February – April 1997 

Analyzed international treaty mechanisms related to health and child mortality in Uganda and 
Mexico. 
 

International Women’s Rights Action Watch (IWRAW), University of Minnesota 
Legal Consultant, January – April 1997 

Researched and assisted with conference on affirmative action and human rights law; wrote final 
report documenting the conference. 

 
International Report Project, Documentation of Trafficking in Women 
Regional Consultant, September – December 1996 

Investigated various forms of trafficking in women; researched and wrote a report analyzing the 
human rights implications of the trafficking problem in the U.S.; raised $12,000 to support the 
project. 

 
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, Women’s Rights Project 
Domestic Violence Investigator, October – November 1996 

Conducted a fact-finding trip to Nepal to document domestic violence as a human rights abuse; 
created a report describing the social and legal aspects of domestic violence in Nepal and 
applying relevant human rights law. 

 
International Women’s Rights Action Watch (IWRAW), University of Minnesota 
Research Assistant, March 1994 – August 1996 

Participated in, monitored, and wrote the final report of the Fourth World Conference on Women 
in Beijing; conducted research and wrote reports on the legal status of women in five African 
countries and China; wrote reports on the gender-related work of United Nations human rights 
treaty bodies. 

 



Human Rights Task Force on Cambodia, Women’s Rights Project, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Legal Intern, August 1995, Funded through MacArthur Foundation Grant 

Assisted in the development of a training curriculum on domestic violence and women’s rights.     
 
 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 
 
Clinical Pedagogy 

• Colloquium at The Catholic University of America, “Worldwide Clinical Education:     
Experiences, Perspectives, and Reflections,” Presentation on Involving U.S. Law Students in 
International Human Rights Work, October 8, 2004. 

• Georgetown University Law Center, Elements of Clinical Pedagogy Course (Faculty, Fall 
2000 – Spring 2003). 

• Moderator, “Workshop on International Human Rights in the Legal Academy: Education, 
Service, and Advocacy,” Washington College of Law, May 16-17, 2002.   

• Georgetown University Law Center, Presentation to a 45-Member Delegation of Taiwanese 
Lawyers on Domestic Violence and Clinical Teaching, February 8, 1999. 

 
General Human Rights & United Nations Consultancy 

• Panel Presentation on the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, South Eastern Association 
of Law Schools (SEALS) Conference, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, August 2008. 

• Endnote Speaker, University of Wyoming 12th Annual Shepard Symposium on Social Justice, 
March 2008.   

• Presenter, Oregon Review of International Law’s Annual Symposium entitled: Multi-Scalar 
Civil Society?: Legal Pluralism and Inequality, February 15, 2008.  

• Served as Plenary Panel Speaker on Human Rights in Darfur as part of the University of 
Wyoming 11th Annual Shepard Symposium on Social Justice, March 27, 2007.    

• Invited and Sponsored by United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), 
Budapest, Hungary, December 1999 – Provided legal expertise, facilitated group discussions, 
and facilitated large workshop in Budapest, Hungary, concerning the Beijing +5 Special 
Session of the U.N. General Assembly. 

 
Domestic Violence As a Human Rights Abuse 

• Guest Lecturer, Georgetown Domestic Violence Clinic, Fall 2000, Spring 2000, Fall 1999, 
and Spring 1999. 

• Guest Lecturer, University of Minnesota Law School’s International Women’s Human Rights 
Class, Spring 1997. 

• Panelist, Expert Panel on Domestic Violence as a Human Rights Abuse, Sofia, Bulgaria, 
Spring 1997. 

• Panelist, Expert Panel on Domestic Violence as a Human Rights Abuse, Varna, Bulgaria, 
Spring 1997. 

• Panelist, Expert Panel on Domestic Violence as a Human Rights Abuse, Plovdiv, Bulgaria, 
Spring 1997. 

• Domestic Violence in Nepal, Minneapolis, Minnesota, December 1996 (Organized by 
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights). 

 
W omen’s Rights and Leadership 

• Washington, D.C., Sixth Annual Georgetown Symposium on Gender and Sexuality, 
“Anatomy of Outsider Jurisprudence:  Examining Multiple Identities of Race, Gender, and 
Sexuality in the Law,” Presentation on Intersectional Identity in Women’s Human Rights 
Law, March 2003. 

• Women’s Human Rights: Issues and Priorities, Global Young Leaders Conference, 
Washington, D.C., July 7, 2000.   

• Public Leadership Education Network –  Women, Law and Public Policy Conference, 
Washington, D.C., November 1999. 



• Panelist, United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women: A Public De-Briefing, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, Fall 1995. 

 
T rafficking in Women 

• Guest Lecturer, University of Minnesota International Women’s Human Rights Class, Spring 
1998. 

• Trafficking in Women:  Human Rights Implications, St. Paul, Minnesota, March 8, 1997, 
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights’ Annual Women’s Day Conference. 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Member of the Bar, District of Columbia 
Member of the Bar, Minnesota (inactive) 
District of Columbia Bar, Co-Chair, Immigration and Human Rights Committee, 2002-2003 
Global Alliance for Justice Education (GAJE)  
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