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Part I: Welcome to MarcEdit

“MarcEdit was initially conceived in the summer of 1999, and finished largely in response 
to a major database clean-up project that had been planned for the Oregon State 
University’s electronic catalog. The problem was simple; a large number of Marcive 
records were entering the database with invalid call numbers. The problem had been 
discovered over the summer, and our initial response was to correct our Marcive profile. 
The problem, however, was that no one knew how many incorrect records had made it 
into our system. So we began pulling together list of data in an effort to see how much 
work needed to be done. The results were staggering–45,000 records needed to be 
corrected in the database. These records were mainly from series in which we had 
classed documents materials into LC, rather then using the SuDoc numbers contained in 
the Marcive records.” – Terry Reese, https://marcedit.reeset.net/about-marcedit

What is MarcEdit? It is the Swiss Army Knife of Library Metadata!

https://marcedit.reeset.net/about-marcedit


Part I: Resources

Download
▪ https://marcedit.reeset.net/downloads

This page provides access to the current 
and past versions of the software. 

You will also find:
▪ Plug-ins or additional functionality
▪ XSLT files (these are already included in the 

standard download)

Resources
▪ Terry Reese’s help page, 

https://marcedit.reeset.net/help has links 
to
▪ MarcEdit listserv
▪ MarcEdit Knowledge base
▪ MarcEdit 101 Webinar by Terry Reese
▪ Videos on YouTube
▪ Terry Reese’s email

▪ Tutorials
▪ https://marcedit.reeset.net/tutorials

▪ Plug-ins
▪ https://marcedit.reeset.net/managing-plugins-i

n-marcedit

https://marcedit.reeset.net/downloads
https://marcedit.reeset.net/help
https://marcedit.reeset.net/tutorials
https://marcedit.reeset.net/managing-plugins-in-marcedit
https://marcedit.reeset.net/managing-plugins-in-marcedit


Part I: Why Is A Tool Needed?



Part I: Why MarcEdit?



Part I: Why Is A Tool Needed And Why MarcEdit?

▪ MarcEdit allows you to:
▪ View in a readable format marc records
▪ Edit marc records

▪ And….
▪ Harvest records in a variety of metadata standards
▪ Clean up marc records for batch processes
▪ Look up LC Class numbers
▪ Connect to your OCLC Connexion account
▪ Connect to OCLC WorldCat
▪ Work with marc records as spreadsheets
▪ Connect to OpenRefine
▪ RDA help and enhancements
▪ Validate marc records



Part I: Download & Install MarcEdit

Go to 
https://marcedit.reeset.net/downloads

Make sure you select the right download 
for your computer:
• Windows (32bit)
• Windows (64bit)
• MacOS
• Linux
• Other
Select Non-Administrator and save the 
MarcEdit_Setup file (typically an .msi file 
format). Double click that file once saved 
and follow the directions.

https://marcedit.reeset.net/downloads


Part I: Windows Tip

Windows (32bit) or Windows (64bit)

Go to your System Information, 
Properties, or About your Computer.

Find: System Type

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/
15056/windows-7-32-64-bit-faq



Part I: Main Menu

This is the Main Menu for MarcEdit v.7 on 
a PC.
At the top, you’ll find Tools, Plug ins and 
help. Tools here are more options in 
addition to the shortcuts.
The links in the table lead to help on
the Internet. 

This display is configurable through 
Settings. The advantage is to have easy 
shortcuts to tools you use often.

Here you’ll find settings, update 
information, and general information.



Part I: Settings

Settings allows you to:

• Set your shortcuts on main window

• Set Font and character encoding 
defaults for MarcEditor

• Set General Options for working with 
records (marc21 or ???)

• Set language 

• More advanced – configurations for ILS 
and OCLC API integration

• More advanced – configure watch folder



Part I: Tools through Main Menu

Preferences under Tools is Settings. It is 
just a different way to access settings.

Notice that Tools offers another way to 
launch a tool other than the shortcuts. 
There is:

• Open Refine, Marc Processing Tools 
(Split, Join, Merge, etc.)



Part I: MARC Tools through Shortcut

This is where you will spend a lot of time. Here 
you can:

• Create a readable version of your marc21 
record(s), the .mrk file format: MarcBreaker

• Save or compile a readable version of your 
marc21 record(s) to the Marc21 binary 
format, the .mrc file format: MarcMaker

It is necessary to break a .mrc or marc binary 
file to work with this file in the Marc Editor.

Other options include transforming files of 
other standards to marc21 or another 
standard. For instance, MODS to MARC, 
MARC to Dublin Core are options.



Part I: Edit Options In MarcEditor

Find and Replace

Jump To ….

Insert 006 or 008

Diacritics



Part I: MARC Batch Editing Tools in MarcEditor

This is the core of the Swiss knife. You can 
add or delete fields, change indicators, add 
or delete subfields, …

You can do this just by matching the case. 
Additions can be added last, only if the 
field isn’t present or not a duplication.

For any work here, remember that in 
MarcEdit, the \ means that an indicator is 
blank and the subfield delimiter is $.



Part I: Exercise: Add A Field (MarcEditor)

Add a 910 field with your initials and 
today’s date…



Part I: Exercise: Delete A Field (MarcEditor)

Delete any 655 fields with Electronic 
books.



Part I: Exercise: Edit A Field (MarcEditor)

Edit the 856 $z statement to Connect to 
online resource



Part I: Exercise: Change Indicators (MarcEditor)

Change all the 856 indicators to 4 and 0.



Part I: Exercise: Edit Subfield Data (MarcEditor)

Remove the 856 $z.

Then add a new 856 $z with the phrase 
“Link to online resource”



Part I: Edit Shortcuts

Change Case allows you to change to 
UPPER, lower, Title Case, Initial case, or 
only capitalize the first letter.

Field Edits allow you to a number of key 
operations such as find a missing field or 
clean smart characters.



Part I: Saving Your .mrk back to .mrc

Most systems will only take the .mrc format 
of the MARC record file. When you are 
working in the editor, you are working with 
the .mrk.

To ensure all your edits are safely saved to 
the .mrc file, you have to create or 
“compile” the file into MARC. Go to 
File/Compile File into MARC. You can 
select the name and where you want to 
save the file (.mrc).



Part II: More Advanced Features of MarcEdit

▪ Field Count/Material Type Report

▪ Marc Validator

▪ Select records for edit

▪ Delete records from a set

▪ Create and manage tasks

▪ Use of regular expressions and other 
options with Batch Editing Tools

▪ MarcJoin

▪ MarcSplit

▪ MarcMerge

▪ Exporting/Importing Delimited Files

▪ Harvesting

▪ OCLC Connexion Integration

▪ OCLC API Integration



Part II: Field Count/Material Type Report

Field Count:

This is extremely helpful to know what 
MARC fields are in the entire set and how 
many of those fields are present.

Material Type Report:

Metadata record sets can include a variety 
of formats. This report will list the number 
of records per format: books, online books, 
video, electronic resource video, sound 
recording, online sound recording.

This report also allows you to find records 
by type. This will generate a list in a 
separate window for the LDR’s with that 
particular type.



Part II: Marc Validator

You can check the rules, record 
structure and remove invalid 
records. 

Where do the rules come from? 
Terry Reese updates the rules files 
manually when there are updates. 
These changes are reflected in 
your MarcEdit when you do an 
update.

Other validations include checking 
ISBN, ISSN, and headings. There 
is also the RDA helper to ensure 
records are RDA compatible.



Part II: Select records for edit

Sometimes it is necessary to only work on a 
subset of the entire set of records. This 
function, “Select records for edit” does this. 

When doing this, select the display field. 
What is the determining factor of the subset? 
Do you need to work on the 856 field or 
titles?

If you are already in the editor, it will 
automatically select the marc file that you are 
currently working with.

Once you select the display field, import the 
file and then search for what you’re looking 
for.



Part II: Delete records from a set

Deleting records from a set is an option that 
is selected via the main menu rather than in 
the MarcEditor.

Once you select “Delete Selected Records”, 
a new window will pop up and you select the 
marc file and the parameters from which to 
delete files from your set of marc records.



Part II: Create and Manage Tasks

With certain files, there are “functions” or “tasks” 
that you perform each time. For instance, you 
need to add the proxy prefix to the url in the 
marc field 856.

You can go to Tools and add a prefix. Or you 
can create a Task. Tasks perform one and/or 
more “functions” on a marc file.

You can copy existing Tasks, create new ones, 
and even share them.



Part II: MarcJoin/Split/Merge

MarcEdit allows you to:

▪ Join 2 or more files

This process appends all the files into one new 
giant marc file. It will not check for duplicates. 

▪ Merge 2 or more files

This will bring together marc files and it’s 
necessary to set the parameters of how the files 
will merge.

▪ Split a file

If you have an extraordinarily large file, splitting 
it into smaller chunks makes it easier to work 
with.



Part II: Exporting/Importing Delimited Files

It is possible to export marc files as a 
delimited file such as csv or tsv which can 
be opened in Excel or OpenRefine.

MarcEdit also allows you to import and 
translate a delimited file to a marc file. If you 
are thinking of KBART files, then you’re in 
luck. There’s a plug-in that will allow you to 
import into the MarcEdit and translate into a 
marc file your KBART file!

Another cool function is the ability to export 
and import from OpenRefine. 



Part II: Advanced Batch Editing Tools

The MarcEdit Script Wizard will help you create 
functions with conditional logic.

If you’re a fan of regular expressions, you can 
write these yourself. Or even better, head off to 
the regular expression store and find the “free” 
regex that fits your needs.

If you have questions, ask on the MarcEdit list 
serv. Very often Terry will answer you himself!



Part II: Harvesting

Harvesting means bringing in metadata from a 
remote digital repository. For this to work, the 
remote digital repository needs to be configured to 
expose its metadata via OAI PMH or the Open 
Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting.

OAI PMH can include descriptive metadata in the 
Dublin Core, OAI MARC, MODS, and MARCXML 
standards. You can harvest the raw data or map it to 
another standard using one of the default xls or one 
that you created.

Harvesting can be a little finicky. If there are errors in 
the xml metadata being harvesting, the harvest will 
possibly not being able to finish.

https://www.openarchives.org/pmh/
https://www.openarchives.org/pmh/


Part II: Integrations

Integrations exist for ILS, Connexion, and 
OCLC API.

The supported ILS are currently Alma and 
Koha.

The integration with Connexion will bring in 
records from your local save file.

The OCLC API integration requires an API 
key for Metadata and Search.



Notes



THANK YOU

jeustis@umass.edu

mailto:jeustis@umass.edu
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