


end of the 4th, the entire valley had been cleared of
refugees; the repatriatinns were complete.

EUROPEAN REPATRIATES

Citizens of Eastern European coyntries (other than
Russia) coming under Communist{ subjugation were
also victims of Operation Keelhaul. The anti-Commu-
nist Croatian Utashi, fleeing from Tito's partisans,
were disarmed by the British at Bleiburg in Austria
and turned over to the Yugoslav dictator.[5] Several
thousand Hungarians who had fought the advance of
the Soviet armies retreated and surrendered to the
Americans. They were repatriated to Budapest where
many were publicly executed.[6] '

As the dust settled on defeated Germany, the
Allied armies started the huge task of herding
together all the prisoners of war and refugees and
concentrating them in DP'(Displaced Persons) camps.
Many had in their possession Allied leaflets dropped
from the air which branded as a lie the Nazi charges
that prisoners would be shipped to Russia. Neverthe-
less, special repatriation teams of Allied and Soviet
officials went through the camps questioning and
screening in order to sort out all who might have been
residents of the Soviet Union or the Eastern Europe-
an countries. Those to be repatriated were sent to
special camps which were policed by British and
American troops under the supervision of Soviet
officials, who insured that any anti-Communist
propaganda or activity was suppressed. In July 1945,
the operation of the DP camps was transferreJ “from
the G-5 of SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters Allied

Expeditionary Force) to UNRRA (United Nations

Relief and Rehabilitation Administration). Herbert
Lehman and later Fiorella LaGuardia, as heads of
UNRRA, assumed the task of forced repatriation
with the same enthusiasm that they displayed when
using UNRRA funds to finance the solidification of
the Lublin Gang's hold on Poland.

Ghinghis Guirey, an American on one of the
screening teams, reported:

The most unpleasant aspect of this unpleasant
business was the fear these people displayed.
Involuntarily one began to look over one's
shoulder. | heard so many threats to commit
suicide from people who feared repatriation that
it became almost commonplace. And they were
not fooling.[7]

Another observer, a priest, confirmed the attempts at
suicide when the day for repatriation came at the DP
camp at Dachau:

In Dachau, where there were no prisoners of war
but just ordinary deportees, Ostarbeiter, Ameri-
cans ordered them handcuffed in order to tum
them over more conveniently. The unfortunate
men, driven:to desperation, smashed window
panes with their heads and cut their throats with
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glass. They managed somehow to set fire to one
of their barracks and threw themselves into the
flames, having first soaked themselves in spilled
gasoline. Ten of the men were burned to death.
There were 275 cases of suicide or attempted
suicide. [8] -/‘

Another report about Dachau was carried in the Stars
and Stripes for January 26, 1946:

“It just wasn't human,” one guard said. “The

. G.l's quickly cut down those who hanged
themselves from rafters. Those who were still
conscious were screaming in Russian, pointing
first at the guns of the guards and then at
themselves, begging to be shot.”

“Even when we were trying to help and send
them to hospitals they refused to live. One had
stabbed himself in the chest and seemed almost
out when we put him on a litter and loaded him
onto a truck. Every time he moved blood
spurted from the wound. Two MP's could not
subdue him. Two of them broke their billies
hitting him on the head.” [9]

Such horror scenes were the rule in rl:»jndreds of
other DP camps all over Germany, Ttaly, France,
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. In fact, Operation
Keelhaul even reached the United States. Many
Russians were brought as prisoners of war to camps
chiefly in Idaho. At the end of the war, they were all
boarded on Soviet ships at Seattle and Portland
except for almost 200 who had put up the most
violent resistance and were instead moved to Fort
Dix, N.. There, another attempt was made ta
repatriate them in which the MP’s used, tear-gas. The
three who committed suicide are buried in the
National ‘Cemetery at Salem, N.J. The remainder,
when forced aboard the Soviet vessel, rioted and
dismantled the ship’s engines with their bare hands.
The ship could not leave port, so the Russian
prisoners were returned to Fort Dix. Finally, the

L

American authorities made a third attempt at repatri-

ation by surreptitously mixing barbiturates into the
prisoners’ coffee and loading them on a Soviet ship
while they were unconscious. The third attempt
succeeded.

The many Polish officers serving in Italy with Polish
units loyal to the Mikolajczyk government in exile in
England committed suicide when they realized that
they would be repatriated to the authority of Stalin’s
Lublin Gang.

In short, the Allied armies tracked down everyone
who could conceivably be construed as a Russian or
Eastern European citizen—men, women, and children,
soldiers and civilians, those who had fought with
Germany and those who had fought against Germany
—collected them together and brutally handed them
over to Stalin and his minions. It is estimated that
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between two to five million victims were involved!
The excuse of those who participated in and executed
Operation Keelhaul was that they were "‘acting under
orders,”’ that forced repatriation was required by the
Yalta Agreement. However, as Epstein conclusively
demonstrates, the Yalta Agreements, while calling for
a system of repatriation,” said absolutely nothing
about the use of force, and furthermore, Operation
Keelhaul was already in full swing in June 1944, eight
months prior to Yalta.

WHO WAS TO BLAME?

Welch and Huxley-Blythe, in their previous ac-
counts, have asserted that the individual bearing the
primary responsibility for originating and implement-
ing Operation Keelhaul was the commander of
SHAEF, General Eisenhower. Epstein avoids making
any final assessment of guilt, but much of his
evidence supports and none of it contradicts those
accusing Eisenhower. Whatever Eisenhower’s initial
culpability, it was certainly compounded by the
distortions of the truth about the affair that he
published in his book, Crusade in Europe:

These policies and agreements [Yalta] we first
tried to apply without deviation, but we guickly
saw that their rigid application would often
violate the fundamental humanitarian principles
we espoused. Thereafter we gave any individual
who objected to return the benefit of the
doubt.[10]

Incidents at the DP camps in Rimini and Pisa in Italy
indicate that Operation Keelhaul was still being
enfarced at least as late as 1947, long after Eisenhow-
er had moved up from SHAEF to the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

The reason, of course, that the responsibility for
Operation Keelhaul remains so obscure is that all the

relevant documents still remain locked up and inac-,

cessible. Three volumes of records, entitled Forcible
Repatriation of Displaced Soviet Citizens—Operation
Keelhaul,” were classified Top Secret by the U.S.
Army on September 18, 1948, and bear the secret file
number 383.7-14.1. Other documents are being held
under wraps in the UNRRA Archives by the U.N:
Secretariat and in the British Archives by the British
Government, Epstein, who earlier was instrumental in
uncovering the truth about the Katyn Forest massa-
cre, has been attempting for 20 years, since 1954, to
get the veil of secrecy removed from’ the Keelhaul
documents. So far, his efforts, including a suit under
the Freedom of Information Act of 1966, have
proven fruitless.

Consequently, the account in Epstein’s book is far
from complete and even slightly disjointed. He has
pieced together reports from participants, eyewit-
nesses, and surviving victims to give a few incidents
and then fitted them into a narrative that brings
forced repatriation through the policies of the Austri-
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. 'ﬁ"]\tglian, and West German Governments up to the

‘1870 incident involving Kudirka, the Lithuanian
seaman,” and relates the entire issue to international
law and the Geneva Convention. He concludes that
forced repatriation, under any circumstances, is a
““crime against humanity, violating international law
and humanitarian principles.””’[11] Although a truly
comprehensive account of Operation Keelhaul will
probably have to await the release of the official
documents, Epstein has certainly performed a great
service by publishing a book, the first exclusively
devoted to the subject, that may finally bring
Operation Keelhaul to the attention of the American
public.

IMPLICATIONS

To libertarians, Operation Keelhaul is significant
for two reasons. First, it represents an instructive case
study of the fantastic power that even a supposediy
democratic state can ruthlessly wield during wartime.
Not only were the Allied governments able to
perpetrate the crime, but afterwards, they were able
to impose what Harry Elmer Barnes has appropriately
called an “historical blackout’” so effective that it

" lasted for nearly 30 years. Secondly, it is a chilling

comment on the motives of those who ran the U.5.
Government at the time and, by implication, on those
who run it now. It is fashionable, even among
libertarians, to laugh off explanations which ascribe
evil and deceitful (as opposed to well-meaning but
misguided) motives to our palitical masters in Wash-
ington as “‘conspiracy theory.” However, no one has
yet produced a satisfactory explanation of how
Operation Keelhaul resulted from misguided idealism
or liberal blindness. It seems, at least to me, that any
explanation that falls short of including clandestine
Soviet-American collusion at some level is obviously
inadequate.

Be that as it may, it is interesting in conclusion to
observe that the Soviets do not share the U.S.
Government's reticence about publicizing Keelhaul.
When the U.S.S.R. Government released several hun-
dred survivors of forced repatriation in 1955—after
10 years in Siberian slave-labor camps—a Russian
newspaper carried the following:

We have let "“thém’ out [referring to the old
Cossack emigres] and we have forgiven “our
own'" [referring to the Vlasov soldiers] .

Whether they were Vlasov men or prisoners of
war who did not want to return to the mother-
land does not matter now. All their sins have
been forgiven.

But the English and American bayonets, trun-
cheons, machine guns and tanks used against
them will never be forgotten.

MNo Russian will ever forget Lienz, Dachau,
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Plattling, Toronto, and other places of extradi-
tion, including New York. And they must never
be forgotten. It is a lesson all Russians must
learn well. For it shows that you cannot trust
the capitalist states in the future.[12)
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SOLZHENITSYN'S TESTAMENT

John Hospers

George St. George opens his much publicized book
Siberia (David McKay Co., 1969) with an account of
his childhood in the central Siberian city of Irkutsk
during czarist days. Among other things, he tells how
political prisoners were shipped from European Rus
sia to exile and sometimes imprisonment in Irkutsk,
and he expresses relief that a far more humane regime

has now replaced that of the czars, and that such-

things no longer take place. When | was in Irkutsk a
few months after reading this book in 1971, | could
see traces of czarist days, especially in the architec-
ture, but of course | saw no caravans of prisoners;
nonetheless, since | had also read other books (such
as Dallin and Nikolaevsky's Forced Labor in Soviet
Russia) | was far from convinced of the truth of St
George's account. {
Solzhenitsyn’s book The Gulag Archipelago (the
archipelago being the “islands” of slave labor camps
scattered across the length of Russia, and “Gulag”
being the acronym for “Chief Administration of
Corrective Labor Camps”) explodes the St George
myth once and for all. Not that it hadn’t already been
exploded by such books as The Great Terror, a
scholarly and extensively documented account by
Robert Conquest; but Solzhenitsyn’s work has a
special authenticity: it was written within Russia

Contributing editor John Hospers is a professor of philéso-
phy at the University of Southern California Author of many
books, including Libertarianism, he is currently the Libertarian
Party candidate for governor of California A shorter version
of this review is being published simul sly by Books for
Libertarians.
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itself, partly from his own experiences (he spent
eleven years in Soviet labor camps, which he survived,
as he says, only because most of the time was spent in
a special place of detention for engineers, such as he
describes in The First Circle, where conditions were
better than in other prisons) but mostly from the
experiences of others—accounts gleaned from other
prisoners (usually cross-checked for accuracy) and
some from underground publications and other

GULAG ARCHIPELAGO. By Aleksandr I, Solzhenit-
syn. New York: Harper & Row. 1974. 660 pp.
$12.50/$1.95.

sources which reached him, which he cannot yet
reveal without incriminating the sources.

His account is devastating. People and places and
dates are named; he spares the reader no detail of
horror, until from time to time one must lay the
book aside in revulsion that such things actually
occurred. But in addition to the relentless accumula-
tion of factual details, we also learn firsthand what it
feels like to be arrested, interrogated, tortured, sent
off in the night to destinations unknown. The impact
is overwhelming; and the upshot of the account is
that conditions in the USSR have been far more
terrible than even in the worst days of the czars.

If the intellectuals in the plays of Chekhov who
spent all their time guessing what would happen
in twenty, thirty, or forty ‘years had been told
that in forty years interrogation by torture
would be practiced in Russia; that prisoners
would have their skulls squeezed with iron rings;
that a human being would be lowered into an
acid bath; that they would be trussed up naked
‘to be bitten by, ants and bedbugs; that a ramrod
I}
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