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EDUCATION 
 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, J.D. 
Honors: cum laude 
 
HARVARD COLLEGE, A.B. in Social Studies 
Honors: magna cum laude 

 
ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
 Sheriffs, State Troopers, and the Spillover Effects of Immigration Policing with Pham Hoang 

Van, 64 ARIZ. L. REV. 463-503 (2022). 
• Funded by the Russell Sage Foundation and the Carnegie Corporation. 

 
 Proposition 187 and the Legacy of Its Law Enforcement Provisions (invited), 53 U.C. DAVIS L. 

REV. 1957-1981 (2020). 
 
 Subfederal Immigration Regulation and the Trump Effect, 94 N.Y.U. L. REV. 125-170 (2019). 
 

287(g) Agreements in the Trump Era (invited), 75 WASH. & LEE L. REV. 1253-1286 (2018). 
 
A Framework for Understanding Subfederal Enforcement of Immigration Laws (invited), 13 U. 
ST. THOMAS L. REV. 508-531 (2017), “Symposium on Sanctuary, Detainers, Undocumented 
Crime and the Law:  History, Contemporary Challenges, and Possible Solutions”  
 
State-Created Immigration Climates:  The Influence of Domestic Migrants, with Pham Hoang 
Van, 38 U. HAW. L. REV. 181-210 (2016). 

• Reprinted in the Immigration and Nationality Law Review (William S. Hein & Co. 
Publishers) (republishing immigration law review articles “selected for their 
excellence”). 

 
The Economic Impact of Local Immigration Regulation:  An Empirical Analysis, with Pham 
Hoang Van, 32 CARDOZO L. REV. 485 (2010) 
 ● Reprinted in the Immigration and Nationality Law Review  

● Cited by Ezra Klein’s Economic and Domestic Policy Blog, “Does Restricting 
Immigration Affect Economic Performance?” WASHINGTON POST (Aug. 5, 2010) 
  

When Immigration Borders Move, 61 FLA. L.  REV. 1115-1163 (2009) 
  ● Required reading for “The Rights of Noncitizens” seminar, Northeastern University 

School of Law, Professor Rachel E. Rosenbloom.   
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Problems Facing the First Generation of Local Immigration Laws, 36 HOFSTRA L. REV. 1303- 
1311 (2008) (invited) 
 ● Quoted in “Arizona Immigration Law Has Echoes Across U.S.,” MSNBC.COM (July 29, 

2010). 
  
 The Private Enforcement of Immigration Laws, 96 GEO. L. J. 777-826 (2008) 
  ● Cited in the “Recent Articles of Interest” column, Administrative & Regulatory Law News, 

Section of Administrative Law & Regulatory Practice, American Bar Association (Summer 
2008) 

  ● Cited in Recalde v. Bae Cleaners, Inc., 862 N.Y.S.2d 781 (New York Supreme Court 
2008) (enjoining a landlord from evicting a tenant based on the tenant’s alleged 
unauthorized status). 
● Reprinted in Academic Writing in a Legal Context:  A Guide for International Students in 
the United States (CCH Incorporated, Publishers) (forthcoming Fall 2018) (chosen as a 
“model for good scholarly writing”). 

 
The Constitutional Right Not to Cooperate?  Local Sovereignty and the Federal Immigration 
Power, 74 U. CIN. L. REV. 1373-1413 (2006) 
  
The Inherent Flaws in the Inherent Authority Position:  Why Inviting Local Enforcement of 
Immigration Laws Violates the Constitution, 31 FLA. ST. U. L. REV. 965-1003 (2004) 
 ● Reprinted in the Immigration and Nationality Law Review. 

● Cited by the California Assembly Committee on Public Safety in its official analysis of 
proposed legislation, AB 332 (AB 332 proposed to prohibit California cities and towns from 
passing laws to limit local enforcement of immigration laws).  

 
ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS (PEER REVIEWED): 
 

Measuring the Climate for Immigrants: A State-by-State Analysis (invited), with Pham Hoang 
Van, in Strange Neighbors: The Role of States in Immigration Policy (edited by G. Jack Chin 
and Carissa Hessick) (20 pages) NYU Press (2014).  
 
Measuring State-Created Immigration Climate (invited), with Pham Hoang Van, in How to 
Measure Immigration Policies? (6 pages) Migration and Citizenship Newsletter of the 
American Political Science Association (2013). 

 
WORKS IN PROGRESS: 
 

Polarization in Subfederal Immigration Regulation and Its Effects on Internal Migration, with 
Pham Hoang Van and Ernesto Amaral 
 Submitted to National Science Foundation Law and Science Program (January 2023).  
 
COVID-19, Demand Shocks and Immigrant Employment: Evidence from the U.S. Restaurant 
Industry, with Ernesto Amaral, Raymond Robertson, and Suojin Wang. 
 
Asian Americans and Diversity in a Post-Grutter World, with Joseph Thai. 
 
Social Services and the Reintegration Experiences of Mexican Deportees, with Nancy Plankey-
Videla, Luz Herrera, Angela Morrison, Sonia Hernandez, and Guillermo Garcia Sanchez.  
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GRANTS, HONORS, AND AWARDS: 
 

UNIVERSITY DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORSHIP 2023 
Received University’s highest award for faculty.  Awarded to faculty who are “pre-eminent 
authorities in their field” whose accomplishments are exemplified by “outstanding teaching, 
mentoring, discovery, and service.”  

 
CHANCELLOR’S ENHANCING DEVELOPMENT & GENERATING EXCELLENCE 
IN SCHOLARSHIP (EDGES) FELLOWSHIP 2021 
Received $375,000 research fellowship to “honor, incentivize, and boost mid-career faculty at 
the associate or early full professor rank who are making significant marks in their discipline.” 

 
ASSN. OF FORMER STUDENTS DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD  2021 
Received College level award to recognize “talent, expertise and devotion” to conveying 
knowledge to students. 

 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT’S EXCELLENCE FUND 2021-2023 
Working with research team from Bush School, College of Liberal Arts and College of Science, 
received $32,000 T3 grant to study the effects of COVID-19 on the demand for immigrant 
labor, using the restaurant industry as a case study. 
 
AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE MEMBER 2019-present 
Elected to membership in the ALI, “the leading independent organization in the United States 
producing scholarly work to clarify, modernize, and otherwise improve the law.”  Members 
selected on the basis of professional achievement and demonstrated interest in improving the 
law; membership is limited to 3,000 judges, lawyers, and law professors at any given time.   
 
AMERICAN BAR FOUNDATION FELLOW 2019-present 
Elected to membership in the ABF, a “global honorary society of attorneys, judges, law faculty, 
and legal scholars whose public and private careers have demonstrated outstanding dedication to 
the highest principles of the legal profession and to the welfare of their communities.”  
Membership is limited to one percent of licensed attorneys in each jurisdiction. 
 
RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION RESEARCH GRANT 2019-2020 
Received $35,000 grant to study the spillover effects of 287(g) agreements on state trooper 
policing behavior.  Partial grant funding provided by the Carnegie Foundation. 
 
EMINENT SCHOLAR AWARD 2018 
Jointly awarded by Texas A&M University and the Women Former Students’ Network, this 
Award recognizes a woman faculty member who demonstrates “extraordinary achievement in 
original research or scholarship” and is an “exemplary role model for women’s success, as 
demonstrated by a clear record of excellence in teaching/mentoring and service.” 

 
GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT GRANT RECIPIENT 2018-2023 

 Received inaugural grant to help TAMU students understand the experiences of Mexican 
deportees through experiential learning, research inquiries, and service projects.  Working with 
research team from the School of Law and the College of Liberal Arts to implement four-year 
$80,000 project.  
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ECHOING GREEN PUBLIC SERVICE FELLOW, Manila, Philippines 1992-1993 
Awarded fellowship to teach at Vietnamese refugee camp in the Philippines under auspices of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference.  Taught English as a Second Language, business writing, and 
field research methods to advanced students. 

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW Fort Worth, TX  2013-present 
Associate Dean for Faculty Research and Development (2013-2016, 2021-present) 
Professor of Law (Fall 2013-present) 
Courtesty Appointment Texas A&M Department of Sociology (Fall 2021-present) 
 
VISITING PROFESSOR, Université de Rouen, Normandy, France  Spring 2017 
 
FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR, Vietnam National University, Ho Chi Minh City, VN 2010-2011 

 
TEXAS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW Fort Worth, TX  2006-2013 
Associate Dean for Faculty Research and Development (2012-2013) 
Professor of Law (Fall 2008-2013) 
Associate Professor of Law (2006-Spring 2008) 
 
UNIV. OF MISSOURI SCHOOL OF LAW, Columbia, MO 2003-2006 
Associate Professor of Law 

 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, Jefferson City, MO 1999-2001 

Assistant Attorney General.  Represented Missouri Ethics Commission and other state agencies 
in proceedings before the Administrative Hearing Commission and the Commission on Human 
Rights, and in federal and state courts.  Litigated and researched issues involving campaign 
finance disclosures, conflicts of interest, and First Amendment separation of church and state. 

 
HILL & BARLOW, Boston, MA 1997-1998 
Associate.  Represented clients in civil, criminal, arbitration, and ethics proceedings.  
Successfully represented Somalian client in application for political asylum. 
  
HON. GEORGE A. O’TOOLE, United States District Court, Boston, MA 1996-1997 
Law Clerk.  Assisted judge in research and writing of published opinions. 

 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS:  
  
 “The Subfederal in Immigration Polarization,” Rage, Reckoning & Remedy Global Meeting on 

Law & Society, ISCTE University Institute of Lisbon (July 14, 2022). 
  
 “The Road to Korematsu:  A History of Anti-Asian Immigration Laws and Opinions,” Federal 

Bar Association, Oklahoma City, OK (Feb. 21, 2022). 
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 “The Subfederal in Immigration Polarization,” (invited) Speaker Series, University of 

Oklahoma, Norman, OK (Nov. 8, 2021). 
 
 “Immigrant Climate and the Effect on Domestic Migration,” Global Borderlands: Getting to the 

Core of Crimmigration, Universiteit Leiden, Netherlands (Sept. 17, 2021). 
 
 “Asian Americans & the Law:  Immigration, Integration, and Reflection,” Past, Present, and 

Future:  Hate Crimes, Asian American Jurisprudence, and Civil Rights, Dallas Asian American 
Bar Association, Dallas, TX (May 20, 2021). 

 
 “The Spillover Effects of 287(g) Agreements in Policing,” Borders & Migration Lab Seminar 

Series, Mosbacher Institute, the Bush School of Government & Public Policy (Oct. 21, 2021). 
 
 Invited, “Acronyms and Agencies Overview:  General Intake, Available Resources, and Where 

to Find Them,” Texas Bar CLE Immigration 101, Houston, TX (Feb. 12, 2020). 
 
 Invited, “The Overlooked Criminal Enforcement Provisions of Prop. 187,” U.C. Davis Law 

Review Symposium, The 25th Anniversary of Proposition 187:  Challenges and Opportunities for 
Immigrant Integration and Political Identity in California, U.C. Davis Law School, Davis, CA 
(Nov. 14, 2019) 

 
 Invited, “Immigration, Executive Power, and the Constitution:  The Good, the Bad, and the 

Very Ugly,” National Conference of Vietnamese American Attorneys, Dallas, TX (Oct. 5, 
2019). 

 
 Invited, “Law School Leadership:  Perspectives from Women of Color,” Fourth National People 

of Color Legal Scholarship Conference, American University, Washington, D.C. (March 23, 
2019). 

 
 Invited, “Cities, Sanctuary, and Immigration Regulation:  Some Empirical Observations,” 

Fordham Urban Law Journal’s 2018 Cooper-Walsh Colloquium Remodeling Sanctuary: Urban 
Immigration in a New Era, Fordham Law School, New York, NY (Nov. 9, 2018). 

  
 Invited, “President Trump’s Executive Orders and Emergent Issues in Immigration 

Enforcement,” Washington and Lee Law Review’s Spring 2018 Annual Lara D. Gass 
Symposium, Washington and Lee University School of Law, Lexington, VA (Feb. 2, 2018). 

 
 Invited, The Unique and Ordinary Constitutional Status of Immigrants, Constitution Day, 

Tarleton State University, Stephenville, TX (Sept. 18, 2017). 
 
 Invited (plenary speaker), State Immigration Climates:  the Role of States and Cities in 

Immigration Enforcement and Integration, National Conference of Vietnamese American 
Attorneys, Orange, CA (Sept. 16, 2017). 

 
 Invited, The U.S. Administrative Law System:  Strengths and Weaknesses, Public Administrative 

Law Drafting Project of the National Assembly, Hanoi, Vietnam (Aug. 5, 2017). 
 
 Invited, Current Issues in U.S. Adminstrative Law, University of Law, Ho Chi Minh City, 

Vietnam (Aug. 1, 2017). 
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