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Begin with an …

Instruction Plan Template

Planning library instruction to help disciplinary departments meet accreditation is a 
strong way for academic libraries to demonstrate value. During 2012 the Liaison 
Librarians at Grand Valley State University undertook a new initiative to develop 
“instruction plans” for each of our liaison departments. The goal of a 
departmental instruction plan is to profile the curriculum in a discipline and 
strategically identify prospective courses for offering library instructional support 
where the greatest number of students can experience the most benefit, relevant to 
specific assignments and discipline-specific skill areas. The plan also captures 
specific information literacy core competencies that the librarian plans to address in 
those targeted courses.

This poster will present elements of the GVSU University Libraries instruction 
plan format, in relation to the School of Engineering’s program assessment plans, 
and to courses targeted for possible collaboration with the Engineering Liaison 
Librarian.

Abstract

c. Reason Targeted

Overview of IL for Engineering – highlights
• Historically the EGR Liaison Librarian at GVSU has primarily 

monitored the print collection and acquisition of databases.
• The BSE program at GVSU has a very hands-on, applied focus, 

and a strong majority of graduates have job offers directly upon 
completing their degrees; a few go on to graduate programs.

• Since 2001, ABET, the engineering program accrediting body, 
has newly emphasized  documented student outcomes – i.e. 
assessment of student learning.

• Prior to  their 2010 re-accreditation EGR dedicated a faculty 
position to assessment coordination; this faculty member has 
been a good contact for me as Liaison Librarian.

Summary of targeted EGR courses, as of Summer’12

• I obtained the references from a 20-page term paper assignment in the S’12 
section of EGR 250 and did a citation analysis (approx. 250 citations) 
which I hope will become a basis for discussion and collaboration on 
locating and evaluating appropriate sources.

• During W’13 I sat in on the weekly meetings of Senior Design (EGR 485) 
teams with their faculty advisor, to begin to evaluate possible IL support I 
can offer at this advanced undergraduate level.

Course Details: EGR 220 (cont.)

• Lecture-demonstration-discussion
• Using a made-up slide set with discussion questions as prompts

References

• EGR 220 course objectives (from the syllabus) include:
o write technical reports of various forms to communicate 

information obtained from scientific and engineering 
experiments; and,

o prepare and give technical oral presentations.

• Course final assignment is: oral presentation with slides. 

• Periodic assessment of ABET 3(i) done using: a sample of the 
presentation slide sets, scored using a rubric expanded from 
portions of the grading rubric for the presentation.
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Debbie Morrow, MLIS is Liaison Librarian to GVSU’s School of Engineering, School of Computing & Information Systems, 
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morrowd@gvsu.edu 

Engineering program ‘Student Outcomes’ accreditation criterion 3(i): 
programs will be able to demonstrate (i.e. with assessment data) that 
students have “a recognition of the need for, and an ability to engage in 
life-long learning” [1].

[1]  ABET. (2012?). Criteria for Accrediting Engineering Programs, 2012 – 2013. [web]. www.abet.org. Retrieved May 9, 2013 at: 
http://www.abet.org/DisplayTemplates/DocsHandbook.aspx?id=3143
[2]  The version shown here is a draft, not yet published. It is a revision of the following, in collaboration with the GVSU General 
Education Program:  Grand Valley State University (2010).  Information Literacy Core Competencies.  Retrieved from 
http://www.gvsu.edu/library/ilcc

The GVSU Libraries have developed a scheme of ‘ILCCs’ coordinated 
with the University’s General Education program, using ACRL’s 
Information Literacy Competencies for Higher Education as a 
foundation. [2] 

Below are specific ILCCs that could be taught in IL instruction for a 
lower level course such as EGR 220. This course is required for full 
secondary admission as an Engineering major, so all major will receive 
the instruction.

h. Medium of instruction

i. Syllabus goals or assignments requiring research
& j. Assessment activities for this course

Course Details: EGR 220

Department Overview & Summary of Targeted Courses

g. Information Literacy Core Competencies
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