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Course Information:
Meetings: Mon. (1:00PM—2:15PM)
Classroom: Parking Garage 6 Room 114
Class no.: 15021

Instructor: Dr. Lukas K. Danner
Email: LDANNER@FIU.EDU
Office hours: Fri. from 2:00 PM to 2:45 PM (GL150)
with previous appointment

“If Europe were once united in the sharing of its common inheritance,
there would be no limit to the happiness, to the prosperity and glory
which its three or four hundred million people would enjoy (…)
We must build a kind of United States of Europe.”
Winston Churchill (1874-1965), in 1946

Course Description and Purpose:
This course examines the foreign policies and current foreign affairs issues in Europe/the European
Union as an international actor in global politics. As a way of introduction, the history of European
international relations since the Napoleonic Wars will be surveyed. The focus of the course will be on the
international relations of the individual EU member states as well as the European Union’s relations to
other important nations, regions and international organizations. Students will familiarize themselves
with the general history of European integration, and current EU foreign policy making structures and
institutions. The evolution of Europe as a coherent actor, and the tensions between individual states in
the pursuit of global influence through the EU will be highlighted. Students will be assessed by three
reading & concept challenges (a quiz, a midterm and a final), ten weekly briefings, one COIL icebreaker,
two COIL news interview reports, one in-class news presentation, one co-curricular activity quest, as
well as attendance and participation.
This class counts toward the FIU European Studies Certificate as well as the FIU Excellence in Global
Learning Graduation Medallion.
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Course Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
1. Get familiarized with the basic common history of European international relations.
2. Gain a good understanding of the interrelationship of the EU and member states in the pursuit
of foreign relations.
3. Become familiar with the European Union as an international actor.
4. Become equipped with the theoretical tools to explain Europe’s relationship with other parts of
the world.
5. Discuss topics directly related to important questions about European international relations.
6. Analyze current European foreign affairs dynamics and trends through a theoretical
(comparative) lens.
7. Explain the impact of transnational issues on European international relations and EU foreign
policy.
8. Improve their college-level research and writing skills when formulating complex arguments.

Course Awards & Opportunities:
Affordability Counts
This course has been awarded the Affordability Counts Medallion. The
Affordability Counts initiative at FIU seeks to make learning more affordable by
reducing the cost of course materials to $60 or less. Find out more by visiting the
Affordability Counts website at lowcost.fiu.edu.

Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL)
This certification mark recognizes that this course is part
of the FIU-COIL program. FIU-COIL utilizes technology
and the Internet to connect students and faculty with their
peers across national borders. COIL enables intercultural
teams to develop meaningful collaborative projects that increase students’ and faculty members’
knowledge and help them better understand and empathize with other people’s perspectives. Since
COIL is embedded within the curriculum, participating students gain access to the world and its
diversity without incurring any additional cost. Find out more about COIL at goglobal.fiu.edu/coil.

European and Eurasian Studies Certificate
This class counts toward the European and Eurasian
Studies Certificate offered by the FIU European and
Eurasian Studies Program. Find out more by visiting the
EESP
website
at
europe.fiu.edu/certificateprograms/undergraduate-advising/.

Global Learning Medallion
This class counts toward the FIU’s Excellence in Global Learning Graduation
Medallion is awarded to select students who complete at least four global learning
courses, participate in a variety of global co-curricular activities, and complete a
capstone consisting of one of the following: a substantial original research project
and presentation on a global topic; extensive foreign language study; long-term
study abroad; or, a globally-focused internship. The Peace Corps Prep certification
is conferred upon select students who complete at least three global learning
courses, extensive language study, and a global problem-solving project. For full program details and to
sign up, visit goglobal.fiu.edu/medallion.

General Organization:
To successfully accomplish the learning objectives listed above, the course is organized around four main
quests. Quest one, as a way of introduction, will familiarize students to the theories most common and
relevant in international relations as well as with European international relations history. Quest two
will introduce students to the specific international relations of Europe’s significant powers. Quest three
will highlight the European Union and international relations conducted through it. And quest four will
highlight important bi- and multilateral EU foreign policies. Below course map may aid in orientation.

Course Requirements:
Hybrid Modality: This is a hybrid class. In a hybrid class, the face-to-face meeting time is reduced by
50%. The other 50% of the class takes place outside of the classroom (online, in the field, in the
community, or some other place). Students taking Hybrid classes will need to be self-regulating in their
habits and keep up with both the face-to-face and out-of-class work. They will also need to be careful to
make connections between what happens in class and what they do on their own. However, the Hybrid
modality provides more flexibility for tight schedules. To access the online component, go to:
https://canvas.fiu.edu/login/
Class Preparation: In order for students to take full advantage of the class and make it more enjoyable
for all, the required readings must be completed before each class meeting. Students are also encouraged
to come to class with a set of questions that they may have encountered while preparing for the meetings,
and to share them with the rest of the students at the appropriate moment. Class preparation should go
both ways: as the instructor prepares the lectures and discussion sessions, every student must also
dedicate, normally, about an hour of preparation prior to each class meeting. Otherwise, the instructor
will sound like he is speaking an incomprehensible language. In short, prepare thoughtfully and
thoroughly before each class meeting. As far as time spent reading, taking notes, revising notes, and the
like, it is realistic to calculate with at least one-hour preparatory work before class and at least one hour
after class in order to be successful in this course.
COIL—Collaborative Online International Learning: This is a COIL class (see in
‘Course Awards & Opportunities’ section above for more information). Participation
in COIL is mandatory in order to pass this course. Our course will cooperate with
University of Antwerp (UA)/ Belgium and each student enrolled in this FIU course
will meet with Belgian students from UA on three assignment occasions (with rotation
for the purpose of the COIL assignments). In mid-/ late February, you will participate
in a COIL Icebreaker assignment and after Spring Break (throughout March and early/
mid-April), you will complete two COIL News Interview report assignments (for in-depth descriptions
of these COIL assignments, please see below). Not only will COIL provide you a seat at the pioneering
fore-front of cutting-edge international education learning methods but it will also give you the
opportunity to learn from and engage with European citizens residing in Belgium—the country in which
many European Union institutions as well as NATO have their headquarters.
General Class Participation & Attendance (together 10 points): Active, thoughtful, quality
participation, demonstrating intimate and thoughtful familiarity with the assigned readings and class
topics, is highly welcome, as it will certainly help students improve his/her overall final grade. For
attendance requirements, see the course policies section.
In-class Student Presentation of Current News (‘News Presentation’) (10 points): Every student will
individually present one or two pieces of news at one occasion in the semester. A list of assignments of
students’ names to dates (by alphabet) will be circulated after the add-and-drop period is over, on
Monday, January 13, 2020, via email and will be available for download on Canvas. The first students
(usually three to four per session) will present at the beginning of our class (1:00pm) on Monday, January

27, 2020. It is the student’s responsibility to be present at the assigned date and time (i.e., at the beginning
of class), or else they will forfeit that part of their overall grade and it would count as an automatic ‘zero’
grade. Should there be scheduling conflicts with the assigned date on the circulated list, please let the
instructor know ahead of time, so that you could be rescheduled. Part of the assignment is for the student
to look for an appropriate piece of news that relates to European international relations. Please stay on
top of what is happening in the world of European international relations by going through the news—
political, economic, and social—on a regular, best be daily, basis—also when you are not about to present
the news in class. This may be achieved by reading or visiting, especially the business/finance/economy
sections of the freely available The New York Times (http://nytimes.com--via our campus subscription), or
other trusted media outlets (especially Europe-based ones) like The Economist (http://economist.com),
Financial Times (http://ft.com), Spiegel Online International (http://spiegel.de/international/business/), BBC
News (http://bbc.com) or that of your personal choice. When choosing which news to present, please keep
in mind that it should be recent, that is, it should not be over one week old at the time of presentation.
Also, you should be able to relate it to our course, and you should make it clear during your presentation
how exactly it is related to IR of Europe, if not self-evident. Please check with the instructor on the
Monday before your assigned presentation date via email and sending in the weblink of your news to
get it approved and to see if the news you have in mind is fitting (this is also done to avoid the same
news being presented twice in one or more sessions). The duration of one student’s presentation should
not exceed two to three minutes. Upon grading (a few days after you presented), your assigned grade
will become available to you in FIU Canvas’s “Grades” section. This will count for ten (10) points of your
class grade.
In-Class Student Presentation of Current News (‘News Presentation’) Rubric
Points

6 point

4.5 points

3 points

0 points

Critical
Evaluation

Excellent presentation. Demonstrates
mastery of the topic.
Masterful analysis,
synthesis and
evaluation of the news
article. Contains three
well-done sections,
i.e., summary of news
article, relevance to
class, and own
opinion. Presentation
is between 2 and 3
minutes.

A solid effort.
Demonstrates an
understanding of the
topic. Sufficient
analysis, synthesis
and evaluation of the
news article.
Contains three good
sections, i.e.,
summary of news
article, relevance to
class, and own
opinion, however one
or two may be
lacking in quality.
Presentation is up to
30 seconds below or
above minute limits
(1.5 to 2 minutes or 3
to 3.5 minutes).

Presentation demonstrates a weak
understanding of the
topic, or is incomplete
with respect to
required sections and
quality thereof.
Lacking or sloppy
analysis, synthesis
and evaluation of the
news article. Length
of presentation is
significantly short or
in excess of time
limits (1 to 1.5
minutes or 3.5 to 4
minutes).

Presentation does not
demonstrate an
understanding of the
topic, is off-topic, or no
presentation is made at
all.

Points
Possible

2 points

Selection & News article
Presentation presented on is well
Style
selected and not older
than one week from
presentation date.
Topic presented on
has not been selected
by another student
prior to the
presentation, i.e., it is
not a repeat topic.
Mastery of
presentation skills.
Professional language.

Point
Possible
Mechanics:
Prior
Approval &
Weblink

Total Points
possible

1.5 points

1 point

0 points

News article is an
acceptable selection.
Topic may have been
presented on by
another student in
prior sessions but
represents a
significant update to
the topic. Good
presentation skills.
Acceptable use of
language.

News article selection
mediocre, i.e., may
not be fully related to
Europe or
international relations
thereof. Topic is a
repeat topic and has
been presented on by
another student in a
prior session before
without representing
a significant update.
Less than good
presentation skills.
Colloquial use of
language.

Student does not select
and present a news
article, or news article is
older than one week
from the presentation
date.

N/A

N/A

0 points

2 points
Student contacts
N/A
instructor the Sunday
(or earlier) prior to the
assigned Monday
presentation date with
the weblink of the
selected news article
they intend to present.
10 points

N/A

6 points

Student does not
contact instructor the
Sunday (latest) prior to
the assigned Monday
presentation date with
the weblink of the
selected news article
they intend to present.
4 points

0 points

Weekly News Briefing Reports (‘Weekly Briefings’; ten in all—1.5 points each; together 15 points): As
you learn about the intricacies of European international relations, it is worth comparing theory to
practice. You are assigned twelve news briefings which aim to get you acquainted with current events
on a weekly basis as well as tie together what you are learning in the course with the real world. This
assignment is a 1.5- to 2-page maximum briefing (typed and double-spaced; between 350 and 550 words)
about a current unfolding within European international relations. Similar to the in-class news briefing
presentation described above, the first step in this series of assignments is to search for a suitable news
piece (refer to the section above on the presentation as to how to go about searching for news). The
briefing should include what your chosen article is about (use your own words; no direct quotes), why
it is relevant, how it relates to this class, and your opinion on the subject. The news article should be
taken from a reputable source (e.g. The Economist, BBC News, Washington Post, The New York Times, etc.)
and the news, as per the etymological origin, may not be older than seven days; since it is always due on

Mondays, the news should thus be published between Tuesday and that Monday on which it is due (for
example, for the news briefing due on 1/27, the news article should have been published between 1/21
and 1/27). You must include a web link of the news article in the submitted brief, too. You must submit
your news brief assignment in Canvas under “Assignments” under the appropriate link by the weekly
deadline. Late submission will result in penalty point deduction with the formula of -0.15 point (-10%)
per day late (1 day late = -0.15 pts./-10%; 2 days late = -0.3 pts./-20%; 3 days late = -0.45 pts.). An originality
check will be automatically performed by the system (TurnItIn) on submitted news briefs (i.e., your
submission cannot be the same as that of a classmate, and will be checked for plagiarism with the TurnItIn
database). The maximum points per each news brief assignment is 1.5 points. Together, all ten news
briefs will account for 15 points of your final overall class grade.
Weekly News Briefing Reports Rubric (‘Weekly Briefings’)
Points

1 point

Critical
Evaluation

Shows mastery of the
material. Synthesizes
and integrates learned
material. Makes
interesting and
insightful connections
and contrasts. Topic
chosen is highly
relevant to
assignment.

Points
Possible

.3 points

Organization Organized neatly into
& Style
three paragraphs
(summary, relevance,
opinion).
Sophisticated
transitional devices.
Headings or
subheadings logically
placed. No spelling or
grammatical errors.

.75 points

.5 points

0 points

Shows little
understanding of the
material. Barely
addresses relevant
background material,
no effort to draw
connections among
materials. Topic
chosen is irrelevant or
marginally relevant to
assignment.

Post does not
demonstrate an
understanding of the
topic, is off-topic, or no
response to the
question(s) has been
made.

.2 points

.1 point

0 points

Some problems with
clarity or topic. Uses
fairly sophisticated
transitional devices.
Generally follows
directions but one or
two problems with
formatting. Some
poorly placed or
obscure headings.
Well written but may
contain few (1-3)
errors in grammar,
spelling, and
punctuation.

Lacks coherence, few
or no transitional
devices. Missing a
topic or clear idea.
Information presented
in unrelated bits and
pieces. Fails generally
to follow directions,
sloppy. Odd or no
formatting. Little or
no sections or
subheadings.
Contains numerous
errors (4-7) in
grammar, spelling,
and punctuation.

Many (7+) errors in
grammar, spelling, and
punctuation, or no
response has been
made.

Shows general grasp
of the material but
portions of paper
may be lacking.
Synthesizes and
integrates most but
not all of the learned
material. Topic
chosen is somewhat
relevant to
assignment.

Point
Possible

.2 points

.15 points

Follows
Guidelines

Meets all guidelines
for word length, web
link inclusion,
inclusion of summary,
opinion and relevance
sections, full and
accurate citation of
source(s), where
applicable. Deadlines
met.

Meets some
guidelines and does
not meet others for
word length, accurate
citation or inclusion
of sections.

1.5 points

1.1 points

Total Points
possible

.1 point

0 points

Delivers assignment
Deadlines not met.
but fails to follow
guidelines for word
length, inclusion of
summary, opinion
and relevance sections
or accurate citation.

.7 points

0 points

COIL Icebreaker (5 points—in cooperation with University of Antwerp/ Belgium): This COIL activity
is ungraded but mandatory. Completing it will earn you 5 points. You will receive an assignment via a
list shared in our Canvas class online in early February and you will coordinate with your assigned
University of Antwerp (UA) counterparts to meet online between February 13 and (at the latest) February
25, 2020 (refer to the COIL deadlines below). When scheduling a meeting, be aware that they are six
hours ahead in terms of time zone, so 4:00pm U.S. Eastern time in Miami, Florida, means 10:00pm Central
European time in Antwerp, Belgium. The icebreaker will be recorded by UA and shared with the FIU
instructor (as mentioned above, you only have to participate and complete this assignment to receive the
5 points, i.e., it is mandatory and part of your grade, but not graded on a scale of ‘A’ to ‘F’). The icebreaker
task will be to engage in at least 10 minutes of conversation to introduce yourself (while your Belgian
counterpart/s will do the same) via a playful activity. You may choose to introduce yourself by selecting
eight nouns that you think represent yourself and then describe why each noun was selected—giving
context. Or, you may introduce yourself via listing your five most treasured possessions. In that scenario,
you would explain why you picked each of these five and elaborate why you could not live without each
of them. You will likely meet with two UA students in two separate meetings for this icebreaker task, so
the points would be given as 2.5 points per each meeting. This assignment will count for five (5) points
of your class grade.
COIL News Interview Reports (15 points; two at 7.5 points each—in cooperation with University of
Antwerp/ Belgium): Based on the assigned partner students list on Canvas, you will be interacting with
UA student on two further occasions after the above icebreaker, i.e., in March and early April. As such,
the assignment you will complete on each of those two occasions will be a News Interview Report. These
bi-weekly reports will be due on March 19, and on April 10, 2020, 11:59pm ET via Canvas TurnItIn
dropbox in our class online. For the most part, the news interview report you will be submitting will be
the same as the above-mentioned ‘Weekly Briefing’ assignments (of which you will submit ten, but none
around the due dates for the COIL News Interview Reports—refer to below for exact deadlines),
however, you will complement this COIL assignment with another section of about 150 to 200 words in
addition, writing about the interview partners from UA you interviewed, what questions you asked

them, what you learned from their answers, and how the one or two students you interviewed presented
different or similar viewpoints (those FIU students that interviewed one UA student in the first meeting,
will interview two UA students in the second meeting separately—and vice versa; i.e., each FIU student
will meet three times in those two COIL meetings apart from the icebreaker). In terms of logistics, you
must go about this assignment exactly as described in the ‘Weekly Briefing’ section above, what concerns
news article choice and eventual submission. However, since you are cooperating with two UA students
in this COIL assignment, please share with them your news article choice as well as the questions you
are going to ask them in the interview one week (see deadlines below) in advance before the agreed upon
date and time of the meeting that you coordinate with them—so they can appropriately prepare for
themselves. Have, however, also additional questions ready to ask them in addition to the three you will
have sent them. Prior to the date and time of the interview meetings, you will receive a Blackboard
Collaborate meeting room link directly from your UA counterpart/s and they will record your meetings
with them, the recording of which will be shared with the UA and FIU instructors. When selecting the
news article for your two COIL news interview assignments, be mindful that your interview partner
from UA is residing in Belgium and think of what kind of topic you would like them to provide their
viewpoint on. The choice of topic and news article is yours alone, however, the two topics have to be
different from each other in any case. For scheduling purposes, be aware that for a period between March
8 (daylight saving time begins in the U.S.) and March 29 (daylight saving time begins in Belgium), the
regular time difference of six hours between U.S. Eastern Time and Central European Time is shortened
to just five hours time difference (with March 29, the regular time difference of six hours is restored). The
maximum points per each bi-weekly news interview report assignment is seven and a half (7.5) points.
Together, all two news interview reports will account for 15 points of your final overall class grade.
Combined COIL Icebreaker and News Interview Reports important dates to take note of are as
follows:
• Icebreaker: February 13-25
• FIU students communicate news topic and three questions to UA students (1): by February 27
• First interview meeting: March 5-12
• Deadline to submit final write-up: March 19 (11:59pm ET)
• FIU students communicate news topic and three questions to UA students (2): by 22 March
• Second interview meeting: March 29-April 3
• Deadline to submit final write-up: April 10 (11:59pm ET)
Co-Curricular Activity Quest (10 points): Students will be required to attend a co-curricular activity,
such as attending a relevant event, visiting a museum exhibition, going to see a relevant movie or
documentary at the cinema, or the like during the course of the semester, but no later than April 8, 2020.
The instructor will announce eligible activities for this assignment to students on a regular basis—the
choice is the student’s what in particular they would like to undertake. Whichever co-curricular activity
is undertaken, a two- to three-page (600-900 words) report is required to be written by the student
describing their co-curricular experience (summary), how they feel about it (personal opinion), and how
it relates to this class (academic relevance). Page count is secondary; word count is what matters
(excluding title and references). Submission is within one week of attending the co-curricular event,
however, no later than the April 15, 2020, 11:59pm ET deadline (whichever comes first), through the

TurnItIn dropbox link in the class online in Canvas. Late submissions will be subject to point penalties
along the lines of -1 point per one day late (i.e., -2 points for two days late; -4 points for four days late,
etc.). This assignment will count for ten (10) points of your class grade.
Co-Curricular Activity Quest Rubric
Points

6 points

4.5 points

3 points

Critical
Evaluation

Shows mastery of the
material. Synthesizes
and integrates
learned material.
Makes interesting and
insightful connections
and contrasts.
Activity and topic
chosen is highly
relevant to
assignment.

Shows general grasp
of the material but
portions of paper
may be lacking.
Synthesizes and
integrates most but
not all of the learned
material. Activity
and topic chosen is
somewhat relevant
to assignment.

Shows little
understanding of the
material. Barely
addresses relevant
background material,
no effort to draw
connections among
materials. Activity
and topic chosen is
irrelevant or
marginally relevant
to assignment.

Points
Possible

2 points

1.5 points

1 point

0 points

Some problems with
clarity or topic. Uses
fairly sophisticated
transitional devices.
Generally follows
directions but one or
two problems with
formatting. Some
poorly placed or
obscure headings.
Well written but may
contain few (1-3)
errors in grammar,
spelling, and
punctuation.

Lacks coherence, few
or no transitional
devices. Missing a
topic or clear idea.
Information
presented in
unrelated bits and
pieces. Fails generally
to follow directions,
sloppy. Odd or no
formatting. Little or
no sections or
subheadings.
Contains numerous
errors (4-7) in
grammar, spelling,
and punctuation.

Many (7+) errors in
grammar, spelling, and
punctuation, or no
response has been made.

1.5 points

1 point

0 points

Organization Organized neatly into
& Style
three paragraphs
(summary, relevance,
opinion).
Sophisticated
transitional devices.
Headings or
subheadings logically
placed. No spelling or
grammatical errors.

Points
Possible

2 points

0 points
Post does not
demonstrate an
understanding of the
topic, is off-topic, or no
response to the
question(s) has been
made.

Follows
Guidelines

Meets all guidelines
for word length, web
link inclusion,
inclusion of
summary, opinion
and relevance
sections, full and
accurate citation of
source(s), where
applicable. Deadlines
met. Report word
count between 600
and 900 words.

Meets some
guidelines and does
not meet others for
word length,
accurate citation or
inclusion of sections.
Report word count
up to 50 words
below or above word
count limits (i.e.,
word count of 550599 or 901-950
words).

Delivers assignment
but fails to follow
guidelines for word
length, inclusion of
summary, opinion
and relevance
sections or accurate
citation. Report word
count 50-100 words
below or above word
count limits (i.e.,
word count of 500549 or 951-1,000
words).

Total Points
possible

10 points

7.5 points

5 points

Deadlines not met, or
word count below 500
words or above 1,000
words.

0 points

Reading & Concept Challenges (quiz, midterm, final) (together 35 points): There will be three (3)
reading & concept challenges—a quiz and a midterm (non-cumulative) during, as well as a final
comprehensive (cumulative) exam during Finals Week for a total of three (3) reading & concept
challenges. Specific dates are listed below. These will include any or a combination of the following types
of questions: identifications, factual short-answer questions, multiple-choice questions and essay
questions. Students must take all three reading & concept challenges, the quiz, the midterm and the final
in order to be able to pass this class. Make-ups can only be granted, if a student has a valid and
documented reason for not making the pre-set exam date; if you do miss an exam, you must make
arrangements to make it up within ONE WEEK from the date of the scheduled exam (no waivers
granted). If you do not make up the exam within that time, you will receive an automatic ‘zero’ as a
grade. The quiz counts five (5) points, the midterm counts ten (10) points, and the final twenty (20) points
of the overall class grade—for a total thirty-five (35) points of your grade. Relevant to the reading &
concept challenges are anything learned during class lecture, all of the required assigned readings, videos
watched in class or assigned to watch outside of class (as part of the hybrid modality), and PowerPoint
presentations, if used for lecture. Also, there will be no supporting materials allowed during exam (i.e.
no open books, no scrap paper, etc.). Your grades for this (and other) assignments and assessments will
be available in Canvas’s “Grades” section.
Grading System: The grading scale will follow FIU standards. Please note that less than a 60 points score
is an automatic “F.” No incomplete grade will be granted.
A: 95—100 points
B: 83—86.9 points
C: 70—76.9 points
A-: 90—94.9 points
B-: 80—82.9 points
D: 60—69.9 points
B+: 87—89.9 points
C+: 77—79.9 points
F: ≤ 59.9 points

Final Grade Point Distribution and Schedule:
Attendance & Participation…………………………………………………………………………….. 10 points
First Reading & Concept Challenge (quiz) (Monday, February 17, 2020, 1:00-2:15pm)………… … 5 points
Second Reading & Concept Challenge (midterm) (Monday, March 30, 2020, 1:00-2:15pm)…….. 10 points
One-time Student In-class News Presentation (January 27 – April 13; see schedule on Canvas)…… 10 points
Ten Weekly Briefing Reports (due 1/15, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 3/4, 3/11, 3/25, 4/1, 11:59pm via
Canvas TurnItIn dropbox; at 1.5 points each)……………………………………………………… 15 points
One COIL Icebreaker Online Meeting (in cooperation with University of Antwerp/ Belgium—
see assigned partner students list on Canvas) (between February 13-25, 2020) ………………… 5 points
Two COIL News Interview Reports (in cooperation with University of Antwerp/ Belgium—see
assigned partner students list on Canvas) (meeting 1 topic/questions due to UA counterparts
February 27, meeting 1 between March 5-12, write-up due March 19; and meeting 2 topic/questions
due to UA counterparts March 22, meeting 2 between March 29-April 3, write-up due April 10,
11:59pm ET via Canvas TurnItIn dropbox; at 7.5 points each) …………………………………. 15 points
Co-Curricular Activity Quest (due by 4/15, 11:59pm ET via Canvas TurnItIn dropbox)…………. 10 points
Third Reading & Concept Challenge (final) (Monday, April 20, 2020, 12:00-2:00pm)…………… 20 points
Total…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 100 points
Readings: Two textbooks are required for this class (see below). Textbook readings will not be provided
to students; I will assume you have bought or rented them. Other required reading assignments, if
applicable, would be provided to students through our class online in FIU Canvas.
Purchasing Textbooks: Significant portions of the following book are assigned as required readings and
will be available for purchase or rental through the FIU bookstore (here), or online:
• Stephan Keukeleire & Tom Delreux,
The Foreign Policy of the European Union, Second Edition
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014).
ISBN-13: 978-1137025746 (ca. $46 new; ca. $44 used; prices based on
Amazon.com).

• Ronald Tiersky & John van Oudenaren, (editors)
European Foreign Policies: Does Europea Still Matter?
(Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2010).
ISBN-13: 978- 0742557796 (ca. $51 new; ca. $8 used; prices based on
Amazon.com).
This textbook is required for the course, but you do not need to purchase it. It is
available online free of charge via FIU Libraries. From that page, you should select
“FIU users: view content here” - if off-campus, you will be asked to sign in for offcampus access using your regular FIU credentials - then from the EBL page, you
should select “Login through your Library.” Lastly, you should click “Read Online
(Available).”
Keep in mind that readings complement lectures. Thus, readings will not be summarized in class and I
will assume that you read them closely. Rather class sessions will be used to tease out important concepts
from the assigned readings and discuss related issues.
The list of topics and readings is a general guideline or schedule. This is not a strict plan to cover
at all cost. I establish my class pace based on the progress I sense from the class. Some topics may need
additional coverage while others may need less. This is something that I cannot anticipate at the time of
selecting the topics and readings for this course. Ultimately, the coverage of the syllabus depends on the
nature and evolution of the class itself, not on the instructor’s ability to rattle on material that is poorly
understood by the majority of the students. My first and foremost priority is to make sure that all students
progress uniformly when a serious effort is devoted to the class.
*At any time during the semester, the instructor may input changes to the present syllabus, as he deems necessary. The

Course
instructor Policies:
reserves the right to change material on the syllabus, based on his estimation of the class caliber, comprehension,
and progress. In case of any such changes, the instructor will notify the modifications in class.

Excuse Policy for Attendance, News Briefing Presentation, and Reading & Concept Challenges: If you
miss the in-class news briefing presentation, the quiz, midterm or the comprehensive final reading &
concept challenge, without a well-certified and verifiable excuse, it will count as a ‘zero’ grade. In this
case, there will be no chance for a make-up. A written, verifiable, and valid excuse is required in order
to request a make-up opportunity. If you have conflicting work schedule, adjust it ahead of time or drop
the class to avoid future problems. I consider classes and associated assignments and assessments more
important than work at this time of your life. Examine closely the schedule included here. If you identify
a schedule conflict, make your choice early on and decide whether to stay in the course or drop it to
avoid future problems.
Attendance: In order for the classes to begin on time (and end on time, too), students should plan ahead
and seriously consider coming to the classroom 5 to 10 minutes early—especially since this is a hybrid
class and our limited in-class time is even more valuable. Attendance is mandatory and will be taken via
signature sheet and count toward students’ overall grade as 10 points of the final grade together with
participation in class. Generally, it is preferred that students will let the instructor know much ahead of
time, if they need to miss class. Students, who consistently miss classes, even if their performance in the

exams and written assignments is satisfactory, will harm their overall class grade. Coming to class is an
indispensable part of the student’s training and education. Traffic, parking, or car problem excuses are
not accepted.
Electronic Devices: The use of mobile electronic devices, such as cell-/smartphones, MP3 players, and
other such electronic devices goes against FIU’s professional student demeanor policy and is not allowed
inside the classroom during class time and should be turned off and stored away before the beginning
of each class. Don’t wait to be admonished in public for such prohibited use in class. If in need of making
a phone call or texting, please quietly step outside of the classroom—it is your right. Laptop computers,
eReaders, or tablets may be allowed for note taking or book reference, if using the eBook-copy of the
textbooks. Students are generally encouraged to take notes by hand, though. Under no circumstances
will the instructor send out PowerPoints to lectures before class; PowerPoints, if used during class, would
be available after class in the class’s Canvas. Finally, the instructor permits no recording of the classes.
Please adhere to these policies—otherwise laptop and other privileges may be revoked for class entirely.
Academic Integrity: Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and
imparting knowledge through excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of
ideas, and community service. All students should respect the right of others to have an equitable
opportunity to learn and honestly demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all students are
expected to adhere to a standard of academic conduct, which demonstrates respect for themselves, their
fellow students, and the educational mission of the University. All students are deemed by the University
to understand that if they are found responsible for academic misconduct, they will be subject to the
Academic Misconduct procedures and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Handbook.
It is also to be noted that academic dishonesty is a violation of FIU’s Student Code of Conduct Procedures.
Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, and misrepresentation of one’s work. These are
academic offenses that will result in failing the course, as per the Student Code of Conduct Procedures.
DRC-Registered Students: The Disability Resource Center (DRC) collaborates with students, faculty,
staff, and community members to create diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable,
inclusive and sustainable. The DRC provides FIU students with disabilities the necessary support to
successfully complete their education and participate in activities available to all students. If you have a
diagnosed disability and plan to utilize academic accommodations, please contact the Center at 305-3483532 or visit them at the Graham Center GC 190.
Syllabus: The syllabus is available online in this course’s Canvas (http://canvas.fiu.edu/). Please check
the class’s Canvas and your FIU email for communication regarding possible changes to the syllabus.
Course Communication: I do not email students to personal email addresses, except when replying to
students’ specific questions. Please check your official FIU email (http://panthermail.fiu.edu/) regularly,
as well as the course’s Canvas (http://canvas.fiu.edu/) for announcements (announcements in Canvas are
simultaneously sent to your student email address by default setting—unless you change it). If you like
to continue to use your private email address, I recommend you set up forwarding in your FIU email
account to your preferred email account.
Extra Credit Assignments: There will be no individual extra credit assignments. NO EXCEPTIONS!

Course Schedule:
Important Dates:
Please note the following important class dates as well as holidays when FIU is closed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Monday, January 6: Classes Begin.
Monday, January 13: Last Day to Add, Drop or Swap courses without incurring financial liability.
Wednesday, January 15: First Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Monday, January 20: Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday (University closed, no classes).
Wednesday, January 22: Second Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Monday, January 27 – Monday, April 13: News briefing student in-class presentations of current
event (schedule will be determined on January 14 and be available for download via Canvas).
Wednesday, January 29: Third Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Wednesday, February 5: Fourth Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Wednesday, February 12: Fifth Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Thursday, February 13-Tuesday, February 25: COIL Icebreaker Meeting with UA counterparts.
Monday, February 17: First Reading & Concept Challenge (quiz), 1:00pm-1:15pm ET.
Wednesday, February 19: Sixth Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Monday to Saturday, February 24-29: Spring Break (University closed, no classes).
Thursday, February 27: First COIL News Interview Topic and Questions due to UA counterparts by
11:59pm ET.
Wednesday, March 4: Seventh Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Thursday, March 5-Thursday, March 12: First COIL News Interview Meeting(s) with UA
counterparts.
Wednesday, March 11: Eighth Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Monday, March 16: Last Day to drop a course with a DR grade.
Thursday, March 19: First COIL News Interview Write-up due by 11:59pm ET.
Sunday, March 22: Second COIL News Interview Topic and Questions due to UA counterparts by
11:59pm ET.
Monday, March 23: No in-class meeting—watch recorded lecture in Canvas instead (instructor at
the International Studies Association conference).
Wednesday, March 25: Ninth Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Sunday, March 29-Friday, April 3: Second COIL News Interview Meeting(s) with UA counterparts
by 11:59pm ET.
Monday, March 30: Second Reading & Concept Challenge (midterm), 1:00pm-1:30pm ET.
Wednesday, April 1: Tenth Weekly Briefing by 11:59pm ET.
Friday, April 10: Second COIL News Interview Write-up due by 11:59pm ET.
Monday, April 13: Download and review Final study guide.
Wednesday, April 15: Last day to submit Co-Curricular Activity Quest by 11:59pm ET.
Monday, April 20: Third Reading & Concept Challenge (final)—12:00-2:00pm ET (PG-6 114).
Thursday, April 30: Grades available on My.FIU.edu (starting 2:00am).

Class Session Topic/Reading/Assignment Schedule:
LEVEL DATE
0
Jan 6 (M)

TOPIC
Course Intro

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

1

READING/ASSIGNMENT
Read
• the Syllabus

QUEST I: Introduction & History of European IR
European IR History
Read
• the Syllabus (repeat)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 1
Watch (optional)
YouTube Playlist Level 1
Jan 13 (M)
European IR History
Read (in preparation)
*******************
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
In-class meeting
Policies, chapter 1
Jan 8 (W)

(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

2

Jan 15 (W)

Europe’s IR Post-WWII

Read
• Judt, chapter 1 (available on Canvas)
• Mearsheimer, Back to the Future (available on
Canvas)
• van Evera, Primed for Peace (available on
Canvas)
• Weber, Shaping the Postwar Balance of Power
(available on Canvas)
• Churchill, Sinews of Peace (available on
Canvas)
Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 2
Submit
• First Weekly News Briefing in Canvas

Jan 20 (M)

No assignments
(Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day)

---------------------------------------------------------------

*******************
No meeting
*******************

2+3

Jan 22 (W)

QUEST II: Select European National IR
Europe’s IR Post-WWII Watch (optional)
& French IR
• YouTube Playlist Level 3
Submit
• Second Weekly News Briefing in Canvas

Jan 27 (M)

Europe’s IR Post-WWII
& French IR

Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 8
• The “Luxembourg Compromise” (available
here)
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)

Jan 29 (W)

British IR

Feb 3 (M)

British IR

Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 4
Submit
• Third Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
Monitor
• End of January 2020 Brexit Date
Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 8
• Thatcher, “Speech at the College of Europe”
(available to read here; to watch here)
• Review http://www.economist.com/Brexit
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

4

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

5

Feb 5 (W)

German IR

Feb 10 (M)

German IR

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

6

Feb 12 (W)

Italian IR

Feb 13 (TR)

COIL Icebreaker

Feb 17 (M)

First Reading &
Concept Challenge
(quiz)

*******************

Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 5
Submit
• Fourth Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 10
• The “Two Plus Four” Treaty (available here)
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)
Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 6
Submit
• Fifth Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
Arrange & Undertake
• COIL Icebreaker with UA Counterpart
Complete (in-class)
• 8:00am-8:15am: First Reading & Concept
Challenge (quiz)

In-class quiz
(1:00-1:15pm)
and meeting
(1:15-2:15pm)
*******************

7

Feb 19 (W)

Feb 24 (M)

No tasks (Spring Break)
COIL Meeting 1 Topic/
Questions

Mar 2 (M)

History of European
Integration & Foreign
Policy

Mar 4 (W)

EU Foreign Policy
Actors & Foreign Policy
Making Processes

Mar 5 (TR)

COIL Meeting 1

Mar 9 (M)

EU Foreign Policy
Actors & Foreign Policy
Making Processes

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

9

Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 11
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)
QUEST III: European Union Foreign Policy
History of European
Watch (optional)
Integration & Foreign
• YouTube Playlist Level 7
Policy
Submit
• Sixth Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
No class (Spring Break) ---------------------------------------------------------------

Feb 26 (W)
Feb 27 (TR)

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

8

& Italian IR

Mar 11 (W)

Key Issues in EU FP &
EU FP vs. Nat. FPs

--------------------------------------------------------------Provide to UA Counterparts
• COIL News Interview Meeting 1 News
Topic and Questions
Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 2.
• Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapters 1-2.
• Fischer, “From Confederacy to Federation:
Thoughts on the Finality of European
Integration”
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)
Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 8
Submit
• Seventh Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
Arrange & Undertake
• COIL News Interview Meeting 1 with UA
Counterpart (before March 12)
Read (in preparation)
• Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapters 3-4.
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)
Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 9

Mar 16 (M)
*****************
In-class
meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*****************

10

Mar 18 (W)

Mar 19 (TR)

Mar 22 (SU)

Mar 23 (M)

11

Key Issues in EU FP &
EU FP vs. Nat. FPs

CFSP, CSDP, Trade, Development & Ext. Dimension of Int. Policies
COIL Deadline Writeup 1
COIL Meeting 2 Topic/
Questions

Submit
• Eighth Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
Read (in preparation)
• Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapters 5-6.
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)
Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 10
Submit
• First COIL News Interview Write-up in
Canvas
Provide to UA Counterparts
• COIL News Interview Meeting 2 News
Topic and Questions
Read (in preparation)
• Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapters 7-8.
Watch
• Online pre-recorded lecture in Canvas (go to
“Modules” on left-hand menu, then you will
find the pre-recorded lecture right after the
Level 10 Outline)

CFSP, CSDP, Trade, De*****************
velopment & Ext. DiNo meeting
mension of Int. Policies
(instead watch
No on-campus class
online lecture)
(watch online lecture
*****************
recording instead of oncampus class—instructtor at Int’l Studies
Assoc. annual meeting)
QUEST IV: Bi- and Multi-Lateral EU Foreign Policies
Mar 25 (W)
EU Neighborhood FP
Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 6.
• Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapter 11.
Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 11
Submit
•
Ninth Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
Mar 29 (SU)
COIL Meeting 2
Arrange & Undertake
• COIL News Interview Meeting 2 with UA
Counterpart (before April 3)
March 30 (M) Second Reading &
Complete (in-class)
******************* Concept Challenge
• 8:00am-8:30am: Second Reading & Concept
(midterm)
Challenge (midterm)

12+13

In-class midterm
(1:00-1:30pm)
and meeting
(1:30-2:15pm)
*******************

EU Neighborhood FP

Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)

Apr 1 (W)

EU U.S. FP + EU Russia
FP

Apr 6 (M)

EU U.S. FP + EU Russia
FP

Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 12 & Playlist Level 13
Submit
• Tenth Weekly News Briefing in Canvas
Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 3-4.
• Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapter 12.
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

14+15

Apr 8 (W)

EU China & Emerging
Powers FP & EU FP
Toward Multilateral
Institutions

Apr 10 (F)

COIL Deadline Writeup 2

Apr 13 (M)

EU China & Emerging
Powers FP & EU FP
Toward Multilateral
Institutions

*******************
In-class meeting
(1:00-2:15pm)
*******************

Apr 15 (W)

16

Apr 20 (M)
*******************
In-class final
examination
*******************

Third Reading &
Concept Challenge
(final)

Read (in preparation)
• Tiersky & van Oudenaren, European Foreign
Policies, chapter 5.
• Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapter 12 (repeat).
Watch (optional)
• YouTube Playlist Level 14 & Playlist Level 15
Submit
• Second COIL News Interview Write-up in
Canvas
Read (in preparation)
•
Keukeleire & Delreux, The Foreign Policy of the
European Union, chapter 13 & conclusion
Download & Review
• Final Study Guide
Prepare and complete (in-class)
• Student News Briefing Presentation (see
assignment list in Canvas)
Prepare
• Final Study Guide
Submit
• Co-Curricular Activity Quest in Canvas
Complete (in-class)
• Third Reading & Concept Challenge (final)
12:00-2:00pm ET, PG-6 114.

