
University of Massachusetts Boston

From the SelectedWorks of Chukwuma Azuonye

1982

Elibe Aja, by Kaalu Igirigiri (Original Igbo text of
an oral epic song).
Chukwuma Azuonye, University of Massachusetts Boston

Available at: https://works.bepress.com/chukwuma_azuonye/34/

http://www.umb.edu
https://works.bepress.com/chukwuma_azuonye/
https://works.bepress.com/chukwuma_azuonye/34/


nke

AKA WETA
Egwu agu/uagu Egwu ede/uede

CH/NUA ACHEBE na OB/ORA UDECHUKWU
wekota/u

OKIKE
Nsukka



Okike Magazine
P. O. Box 53, Nsukka Nigeria

© Okikc Magazine 1982

First published 1982

Cover: Wan paintings at Iyiazi shrine, Nri, 1971
Azu Akwukwo: Agwa/uli aja na Iyiazi, Nri, 1971

Typesetting: Composer Type Ltd, London
Colour separation: Screencharm, London

Printed in N~uia
by SNAAP Pre••• u,u.u Phone: 258125



\ \ \
Kaalt} Igirigiri

, ".ELlBE AJA

\o di lnu 0117 na~zha ofva,
'b: ,: A' d'PI. ra enna ru mma u.
Ya 'b!a gbuna A~ I!lm~dy ya-egbuna myq ewu.
Wo cho~be di-egbe jTegbe egburigha awo:
O~ye ya-abia ~gba anu qnwa, ,

'\. -" '!.A ya·an! ya nn';l okpogho ISO,
Ani ya igbe okara, .
Ani ya igbe ~wei. .
wQ'jewe mbelege mbeh~ge WQruo Qkagwe-9gb'alag'a-Ndiibe-Mmak~.
WQgwere mma] we n] mgq, s]: Unu agbata ofja-egbe ike!
WI?5j Ar~ m';lQ<?nQgh<}ojije ma onye olu W(r

O di ~b" I'"'' b '" d'I anu a ra u ue eg una unuo ma u,
WQ ~de ·ej~gh"i. '.
WQgaaga ogd mGQ.- ."- , . \ , "Wo du Udegbe-Ezi-Anunir -
Ebem Uj~rU-Kpoke-Nde-~:Mgbo-Enini, WQbai ul~e Karnalii Onwuka,

,_ IiIo • • •••

WI?nj igbe mmai. "
WQgwe~e ig,~e '!'mai n! mqQ, nysl~:
Aru, ~nu bbia nil
WI?'sTanlJ ~I~ a~ha qfi,a egbuna wi? mad~, 0 gbutugha
. ma 0 f~ghu, <> gburu ewu.
Wo sTwon'de'ejegh~: Aru, unt owli nde-ekpu-ohiil., . , .. ....
Wo nde ej~ghi
'Nde QhQgaa ~ha Lyiiya, m~q~I~ale?'
WQgaaga ogo m~Q. .

"", ..l.." \. ',- "W9 jewe mbelege mbelege wQ du Ekidi-Nde-Qfoal].
Wo jebai ulue ~kuma l>biri-agli, nwa l>la,
Di:egtre'jr egb~ egburigha aW9, ~wa Nn~ Agb~oke Ezeji -
Nwa nde akpa ngwY~.I~gh~ ewur
Egbuo W9 mady w9 anlgt1j ~gba mkpu, egbuo ~gw~r~ wq

'gbara rnkpii gaa.
Qq ibe a mu KamalQ QI~g~ Ebiri, .
Omere nde ekpu olt
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W~ ~ wC! !"Ideejegh] eje, w~ gaaga ogo miTC?
Wo je bai Ib~najTnde Egb~nyi Ukt
W~ dilru 'ul~e Ol~ Karnalii, 6ni~re nde Aba Ahaba,
Ol~ Kamalu, w~ nuo Tgb~ mm'di:
'Ary, unuq'~b!~ nil: W9 gwek~a ife WQ b\~ kpa].
W9 51 W9 ode ej~gh! m~ onye olu WC!.
WQdu Ugwu-Naka-Igberrilnl, ya rT nde bi ob~ wo wo:
Nde maara ogwt m~ nw~ami wo - • •
Ibe a mii N~~a ~te, ••
Ebiigh] ~zq aha ej~gh!.
W9 nijgbaa igbe mm'a'j, s] wQ nde ejeghi eje m'a onye 'olu WQ:

Wq ga~ga w9 bja Nde-Awa-E'i~ma-tlechi, ogbogbom -
Ezhie ezheari imlleghe nwan~:
W .... ,,- \. \ 'b k- k'Q zitepue IJZ9 w9 azog uo e e 9 pa,
W9 lapue ala achH ab~a~ ~ka,
W?.ji) ~ke me ~~ gin! nke abyaq ya-~me w'9!
o ibe a'm~ Mblla {')bu!.- ,,,,, '- \\
Q ibe a m~ Aiadu Vma Ajadu!
Q Ibe a my Karnalii ~ Ngwo e!
Q Tbe a mu Nnaa Ngwo,

-' '\. ....• '" -Onye-oke mere nde ebu anwuru ebu akawa.
E~be Ai~s] ya ej~ ~je. . .
Nna m Elibe Aj~, turu.-, '\\. -Ya so Ary-Oke-Igbo wee jerua ogo wQ.
W "'I'I~ 'k' h" . \ bi - b - d'951 e e n 9 any 0 I!azja a !a eg u ma ~;
O h - d' \ f' h'" \.gbutug a ma u ma 0 ug I 0 gburu ewu.
Nn~ m EITbeAj~ je fV'ag~, •.
I fy- ". kme 9 a; Q ml}!nwa a m pu.

\. - -'.- \Ya gwere Qla nwanta ga-je, gbue any,
Yaabja g,were an9 2hV na-ajaj nwa ya aka,
Na-ajai nwa ya any." ~, - "Elibe Aja gbagbuo nne agy qh~,
Ya gbagbuo nwa Q.
Ya gwere.anu·eri-ebulu gwh~ ni rniio ma Aru,,. • T. •

E ru ~hu, Ar'U!!Wereva, ripue ezhe,. . ,,-, \ " ,
Q wij ag~ QhVElibe Aja gb~~, 9Q nke WQ ji eri"ezi~

ma ~gbu'a!

25



nn -k .s v , \.\ \, b \ Iyy n e WQ)I err ezte ma ug ua.-, \ '''', -,,'WQ WI} Ary-Oke-Igbo. lgbe-Ekpe-anam-etel
Elibe 'J\j~ nwa-iigbom nU ~~ ~~ z9 9t9 Iya.
AmYr\J nde-ugbom ncl.
Eb~ I' " bi b'-\ - fiI-Q a na-a ra u 1 a tana w9 0 I.
,\ "" . -, '.\, ,
Ehbe 1\ja chore ebl-ola garr (uwa) Amuru.\. ,. . . .
Va no hu okpukpu ebl-ola gbaa egbe.
)..nwYry 'Qkq egb~ gbue °EITbeAj~
Ife rnadu emeta ike bu y~ lanim9f1; ,
EjTI!l Elibe Aj'a mara ife mad~ emeta ikebu y~ I~n! mqn!
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