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Background 
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•  Temporary foreign workers: 
– Live-in caregivers 
– Housekeepers 
– Nurses 
– Construction employees 
– Information technology workers 
– Seasonal Workers Agricultural 

Program 
– Etc. 
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Some characteristics of temporary 
migrants in context: 
•  No participation in the social and civic life of 

Canada. 
•  Lack of orientation and/or knowledge of their 

social, health and working benefits. 
•  Tendency to regroup with other minority 

members, either linguistic or demographic, to 
seek a ‘belonging feeling’. 

•  Long working days,  
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SWAP 

Seasonal Working Agricultural 
Program 



SWAP 
•  The program has strengthen the bilateral 

relation of the involved countries. 
•  It has become an international cooperation 

model. 
•  It has demostrated to have the possibility to 

sustain migratory working flows: 
– Regulated 
– Worthy 
– Ordered  
(Embajada de México en Canadá, 2006). 
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Participant Provinces 
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Mexican states that sent seasonal workers 

STATE                      WORKERS                % 

(Embajada de México en Canada, 2006) 8 



JUSTIFICATION 
AND 

PURPOSE 
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Purpose 
•  Address the lack of sociolinguistic 

research about temporary migrants 
through a language and migration 
study. 
•  Reunite, and analyze sociolinguistic 

facts of the Mexican Temporary 
Migrants that come each year to 
Ontario and Quebec through the 
SWAP. 
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¿What kind of studies can we 
already find? 

SWAP 

Economic 

Creation  
Development 
Implementa-

tion of 
Policies 

Political 

Social 

Legal 
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Problematic 

SOCIOLIN-
GUISTIC 

BARRIERS 
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HEALTH 
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AND LABOR 
RIGHTS 
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RELATE WITH 

OTHERS 

ADAPTATION 

LEGAL RIGHTS 

IDENTITY 
ATTITUDE 
IDEOLOGY 
ETHNICITY 
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THEORIES 
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Theories 

•  Migration 
Maffesoli 
(2000) 

•  Identity 
•  New ways of societies in 

immigrants 

Canclini 
(1995) 

•  Identity 
•  Hibridation of cultures 

Canclini 
(2001) 

•  Transnacionalism 
•  New belonging concepts 

Landolt 
(1993) 
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Critical Linguistic Perspective 

Tries to explain 
the 
manifestations 
of language 
contact and 
their functional 
distribution. 

It’s interested in 
the use of two 
languages as a 
reflect of the 
ideology system, 
dominant or 
subordinated 
that reinforces 
the social 
hierarchies. 

Involves the 
study of factors 
as identity, 
ideology, 
ethnicity, race, 
political goals, 
and more, to 
study language 
contact.  
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INTERNAL PHENOMENA 
THEORIES GENERATED 

BECAUSE OF THE LANGUAGE 
CONTACT 
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(Silva-Corvalán, 2001). 

These strategies… 



Hypothesis and 
Research questions 
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Hypothesis 
•  The deficient or inexistent linguistic 

competence of the language of the 
majority in an environment of 
language contact is a manifestation of 
exclusion and segregation of the 
Mexican seasonal agricultural workers 
in Canada.  
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Research questions 

1 
•  How do the participants perceive their linguistic and 

ethnic identity in a bilingual/multilingual setting?  

2 
•  What linguistic barriers do the MTAM face and how does 

it affect their daily lives?  

3 

• How do the biographic backgrounds –human, social and linguistic capital- 
of the MTM restrict or allow them to renegotiate their identity and be 
able to deal with their new social and linguistic environment? 

4 
•  What linguistic skills have the MTAM acquired or lost during 

their stay in Canada?  

5 
•  Have the linguistic attitudes of the MTAM and their families 

been renegotiated?  

21 



Ethnographic 
Methodology and 

Approach 
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Instruments 
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Quantitative 
• Questionnaires 
•  Linguistic census 
•  Linguistic tests 

Qualitative 
•  Semi-structure 

interviews 
•  Recordings 
• Observations 
•  Field notes 
•  Journals 
•  Photographs 
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SOCIOLIN-
GUISTIC 
CENSUS: 

- 100 participants 

   20 in each city 
    1.Simcoe 
    2.Brantford 
    3.St Catherines 
    4.Leamington 
    5.St. Remi 

2n
d  

pa
rt

 

LONGITU-
DINAL CASE 
STUDIES: 
- 10 participants 
selected post-census 

  - 2 per city 

-According to: 
Sociolinguistic 
background and desire 
to participate. 
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Design 



Sociolinguistic Census 
•  Demographic data 
•  Education and literacy data 
•  Language data 
•  Housing in Canada 
•  Work communication data 
•  SWAP’s data 
•  Data about the family in Mexico 



Example 
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DATA ANALYSIS 
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1st part 
•  Statistical methods 

2nd part 
•  Category grouping code. 
– Software to analyze qualitative data 

•  NVIVO 
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Thank you! 
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