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EDUCATION

Ph.D., Oxford University (1998-2005) Awarded September 2005.
Specialization: American political development, American political culture, social policy, risk
Dissertation: The Politics of Mutual Assistance in America

M.A., Brown University, Providence, RI (1996-1998)

M.Phil., Oxford University, Oxford, England (1991-1993)

B.A., Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT (1987-1991)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Research Methods Suffolk University Spring 10, 11
Development of the American Welfare State Emerson College Spring 09
Campaigns and Elections Emerson College Fall 08
Representing the Real Emerson College S08, FO8
American National Government and Politics Emerson College S08, FO8
Social Movements in the Age of Liberalism Emerson College S08, S09
The First Amendment Emerson College Fall 2007
Personality, Power and Politics Emerson College Fall 2007
Development of the American Welfare State Hamilton College Spring 2007
Honors Thesis Methods Class Hamilton College Fall 2006
American Political Process (seminar) Hamilton College Spring 2006

American Political Development
American Political Process (lecture)

Hamilton College
Hamilton College

Spring 2006, ‘07
Fall 2005, 2006

Senior Thesis Seminar Hamilton College Fall 2005
The Politics of Mutual Assistance in America University of Pennsylvania Spring 2005
Conservatives in American Politics University of Pennsylvania Spring 2005
Contemporary Issues in American Politics University of Pennsylvania Spring 2005
Campaigns and Elections University of Pennsylvania Fall 2004

“Development of the American Welfare State” was named as one of “Six Picks” as a recommended
course for students to take in Fall ’09 by the Emerson College student newspaper.

Award for Distinction in Teaching, Bok Center, Harvard University, 2002 and 2003.

Certificate in College Teaching, Sheridan Center for the Advancement of College Teaching, Brown
University, 1997.

Tutor in Government, Dunster House, Harvard University, 2001-2003.



Teaching Assistantships

Course Professor Term

The Politics of Congress Eric Schickler (Harvard) Spring 2004
Legalism Nancy Rosenblum (Harvard) Spring 2004
Campaigns & Elections D. Sunshine Hillygus (Harvard) Fall 2003
Constitutional Democracy Campbell & Mansfield (Harvard) Fall 2003
Campaigns & Elections Andrea Campbell (Harvard) Spring 2003
Constitutional Democracy Mansfield & Landy (Harvard) Fall 2002
Law & Society Susan Silbey (MIT) Spring 2002
Constitutional Democracy Mansfield & Bybee (Harvard) Fall 2001
Introduction to American Politics Peterson & Campbell (Harvard) Spring 2001
Constitutional Interpretation Keith Bybee (Harvard) Fall 2000
Topics in American Constitutional Law Nancy Rosenblum (Brown) Spring 1998
Intro. to the American Political Process Roger W. Cobb (Brown) Fall 1997
City Politics James Morone (Brown) Spring 1997
Campaigns & Elections Darrell M. West (Brown) Fall 1996

PUBLICATIONS

“What is a “Constitutional Conservative” Anyway?” Salon.com July 4,2011

“Conservatism and American Political Development,” Political Science Quarterly 125 (4), 2010.

“Privatization as a Strategy in the United Kingdom, United States, and Beyond,” in Lori Maguire,
eds. The Domestic Policy Discourse in the United Kingdom and United States in the “New World
Order.” Newcastle Upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2011.

Review of Timothy J. Sullivan. New York State and the Rise of Modern Conservatism: Redrawing

Party Lines. (State University of New York Press, 2008) in Political Science Quarterly 124 (4), 2010.

“U.S. Social Policy in the Gilded Age,” A History of the U.S. Political System: ldeas, Interests and
Institutions, 2009.

Brian J. Glenn and Steven M. Teles, eds. Conservatism and American Political Development. Oxford

University Press, 2009.
“Robert M. La Follette Jr.,” Encyclopedia of the Culture Wars 2008.

"Conceptualizing and Contextualizing Liberty and Freedom," Historically Speaking 7 (1), 22-22,
2005.

“Louis Hartz’s Liberal Traditional in America as Method,” Studies in American Political
Development 19 (Fall), 234-9, 2005.

“Kansas Politics in the Bigger Picture,” The Forum 2 (4), Article 9. 2004.

“Raymond E. Baldwin,” Encyclopedia of the United States Congress 2004.

"The Two Schools of American Political Development," Political Studies Review 2 (2), 153-65,2004.

"God and the Red Umbrella: Risk, Responsibility and the Politics of Mutual Assistance in America”
Connecticut Insurance Law Journal 10 (2): 277-307, 2004. (peer-reviewed)
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“Lynch v. Donnelly,” “Legal Services Corp. v. Velazquez,” “Arizona v. Evans,” “Red Lion v. FCC,”
Encyclopedia of Civil Liberties 2004.

Review of Thomas D. Beamish. Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis. (MIT Press,
2002) in Journal of Risk and Insurance, 2004.

“Risk, Insurance, and the Changing Nature of Mutual Obligation,” Law & Social Inquiry 28 (1), 295-
314, 2003.

“The Varied and Abundant Progeny of Marc Galanter’s Why The “Haves” Come out Ahead,” in Herbert M.
Kritzer and Susan Silbey, eds. Do the “Haves” Still Come out Ahead? Stanford: Stanford University Press,
2003.

“Postmodernism: The Basis of Insurance,” Risk & Insurance Management Review 6 (2): 131-43,2003.
Recipient of the 2003 Advanta Center award from the American Risk & Insurance
Association for the best Perspectives article of the previous year.

“The Amish,” “Roger Williams,” “Shakers,” Encyclopedia of American Religion and Politics 2003.

“The Rhetoric of Fraternalism: Its Influence on the Development of the Welfare State,
1900-1935,” Studies in American Political Development 15 (2): 220-33,2001.

“Understanding Mutual Benefit Societies at the Turn of the Twentieth Century,” Journal of Health
Policy, Politics & Law 26 (3): 639-49 2001.

“Collective Precommitment: The Amish and Social Security,” Rationality & Society 13 (2): 185-204
2001.

Review of James C. Scott. Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human
Condition Have Failed. (Yale University Press, 1998) in Journal of Politics 62 (Spring), 2000.

“The Shifting Rhetoric of Insurance Denial,” Law & Society Review 34 (3): 779-808 2000.
Recipient of the 2001 Law & Society Association award for the best paper written during

the past year by a law or graduate student.

Recipient of the 2001 Robert Wood Prize for the best paper presented by a graduate student at
the annual New England Political Science Association conference.

Review of Rebecca M. Blank. It Takes a Nation: A New Agenda for Fighting Poverty. (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2000) in Governance 13 (2), 2000.

Review of Peter Bernstein. Against the Gods: The Remarkable Story of Risk. (John Wiley & Sons,
1996) in Journal of Risk & Insurance 66 (September), 1999.

“The Golden Rule of Grading: Being Fair,” PS: Political Science and Politics 3 (December): 787-8,
1998.

“The Need for a Watchful Eye,” June, 1998 (Syndicated Op-Ed piece).



WORK IN PROGRESS

The American Welfare State. Manuscript in preparation.

“Americas Four Great Eras of Mutual Assistance” Under review

“Conceptualizing Membership Organizations,” Under review

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY
I have presented or been a discussant at numerous New England, Southern, Midwest, APSA, Policy
History, and Law & Society conferences from 1998 to present.

EMPLOYMENT

Visiting Assistant Professor, Wesleyan University, 2011-Present

Research Fellow, Insurance Law Center, University of Connecticut School of Law, 2010-Present
Research Fellow, Dukakis Center for Public Policy, Northeastern University, 2011-Present
Assistant Research Professor of Political Science, Suffolk University, 2010-2011

Assistant Professor of Political Science, Emerson College, 2007-2009

Visiting Assistant Professor of Government, Hamilton College, 2005-2007

Lecturer in Political Science, University of Pennsylvania, 2004-2005

Visiting Fellow, Department of Government, Harvard University, 2000-2004

Research Fellow, Insurance Law Center, University of Connecticut School of Law, 1999-2000

RESEARCH & ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE

Chair, History and Politics Section, New England Political Science Association, 2010

New England Political Science Association Board Member, 2008-present

Chair, Public Policy Section, New England Political Science Association Conference, 2007

Chair, 2006 APSA Short Course, “Studying Public Opinion before the Era of Public Opinion Polling”
Chair, “Constitution Day” Committee, Hamilton College, 2005

Principal investigator on a $36,000 grant to produce an edited volume on conservatives and American
political development.

Co-recipient of a $6,500 grant to host a conference at Yale by Yale’s Center for the Study of
American Politics

Participant in the Law & Society Association Graduate Student Workshop, Vancouver (May, 2002)

Participant in the Law & Society Association Summer Graduate Student Research Program,
Northwestern Law School, June 2001
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Anonymous Reviewer for Journal of Politics, Studies in American Political Development, American
Sociological Review, and two submissions each from Law & Society Review, Political Studies
Review, and Political Research Quarterly, along with a book from CQ Press.

Active member of the Insurance & Society Reading Group of New England, organized by Tom
Baker, and the public law reading group organized by R. Shep Melnick.

REFERENCES
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Department of Political Science
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