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Tingle’s Choctaws maintain mystical connections to the land and its creatures.
The tale is ripe with symbolism and peopled by riveting characters.
A lyrical, touching tale of love and family, compassion and forgiveness.
—Kirkus Reviews

Berta Crayton

Tim Tingle

is an Oklahoma Choctaw and an
award-winning author and storyteller. His greatgreat grandfather, John Carnes, walked the Trail
of Tears in 1835, and his paternal grandmother
attended a series of rigorous Indian boarding
schools in the early 1900s. Responding to a
scarcity of Choctaw lore, Tingle initiated a search
for historical and personal narrative accounts in
the early 1990s.
In 1992, Tingle began mentoring with Choctaw
storyteller Charley Jones. He retraced the Trail
of Tears to Choctaw homelands in Mississippi
and began recording stories of tribal elders.
His family experiences and these interviews
with fellow Choctaws in Texas, Alabama,
Mississippi, and Oklahoma—over two hundred
hours and counting—are the basis of his most
important writings.
Tim Tingle is the author of ten books including
Walking the Choctaw Road, Crossing Bok Chitto,
Saltypie, How I Became a Ghost (Roadrunner
Press), and Danny Blackgoat, Navajo Prisoner
(7th Generation).
House of Purple Cedar was fifteen years in the
crafting. Filled with hope in the most tragic of
circumstances, House of Purple Cedar is Tingle’s
testament to Choctaw elders who continue to
watch over the well-being of the Choctaw Nation
and its people.

I love this book. There is nothing else quite like it in
its loving, clear-eyed description of a people,
a time, and a place that are little-known to most.
Humor, honesty, lyrical, poetic prose, it has it all—
including the voice of a true storyteller
bringing it to vivid life.
I think of it as a potential classic.
—Joseph Bruchac, author of Our Stories Remember
Rose, a young Choctaw woman of the late 1800s, looks back on a dark episode
from her childhood when the racism and fear that paralyzed a town
are faced down by the steadfast confidence her grandfather
has in the goodness of people to overcome hate.
Told with superb storytelling and unforgettable characters.
—Debbie Reese, School Library Journal
An overarching message of forgiveness and love,
underscored by themes of patience and resilience,
takes House of Purple Cedar from historical to timeless.
To enjoy this world, you need only an open heart
and a love of great stories.
—Shelf Awareness
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The hour has come to speak of

troubled times. Though the bodies have
long ago returned to dust, too many ghosts
still linger in the graveyards. You are old
enough. You need to know. It is time we
spoke of Skullyville.
Almost everyone from that time is
dead now, their faces blurred, their
stories scratched like formal words in
old, old letters.
But once we were alive, all of us, and
when good people, Choctaw and Nahullo
both, step over our Skullyville graves,
we sing as best we can, we sing those old
hymns and songs, for they were everything
to us. Our religion, our joys, even our sins,
they all made up the music. We Amen!
at the top of our lungs beneath the brush
arbors, we sweat and toil in our gardens
and fields and brood over our livestock
and our babies both.
This story must be told. To see not only
the unfolding of events but the meaning
I ascribe to them, you must know of the
vision, for the house of this story is built
upon my vision.

