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A slim-hipped boy with a hairless chest who might otherwise
have died a virgin.

An English parachutist who appeared in the sky as a smudge
of grey which resolved itself into the triangle of his silk parachute,
the shape of a man dangling from it.

A woman with whom she happened to be sharing a railway
carriage when their train got stuck—it was whispered that the
Resistance had blown up the tracks ahead or the train was being
held up by German troop movements.

A philosopher whose frenetic body was inextricably linked to
his genius.

Her husband Jacques, to whom she was married for
many decades—a marriage which followed a twelve-year
“engagement,” as they referred to it, with a wink.
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