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& ﬁ Off Interstate I-10 in Jennings, Louisiana, is a
1 pa sprawling ranch house which serves as home for
R the research efforts of Mrs. Ruth Miller. In that
' ranch house, in total unsuspecting array, lies
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resource materials carefully organized, pre-
served, and arranged in several sections of mod-
ern compact shelving. These materials represent
the nature of Mrs. Miller’s research which entails
use of documents such as the Calendar of the
Hatfield manuscripts, the Henslowe Papers con-
taining the complete contents of the Diary, Thea-
ter, and Bear Garden volumes at Dulwich Col-
lege in England, and others related to one of the
most exciting literary-historical periods in the
Western World—that of sixteenth-century Eng-
land. Amidst such materials, Ruth Loyd Miller,
attorney-at-law, mother, grandmother, first
vice-chairman of the Louisiana Constitutional
Convention, and vice-chair, chair-elect of the
Board of Supervisors of the LSU System, con-
ducts, investigates, analyzes, and researches the
authorship question of Shakespeare’s plays. In
her quest to settle what is considered by many to
be one of the world’s greatest literary enigmas,
she is accompanied by her husband, Judge
Minos D. Miller.

The Millers make extensive use of research
collections and their love for the growth and
preservation of libraries matches the intensity of
their use of library materials. Mrs. Miller, parti-
cularly in her capacity as a member of LSU’s
Board of Supervisors, has been an active, ardent
supporter of libraries and the Troy H. Middleton
Library has benefited greatly as a result. Judge
Miller has been generous enough to have do-
nated his legal archives and other papers to the
Middleton Library and they now constitute sig-
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The Millers — Bibliophilic Duo

nificant additions to the collections in Depart-
ment of Archives and Manuscripts.

The Judge and Mrs. Millet’s endeavors have
taken them from the environmentally controlled
stacks of Yale’s Beinecke Rare Book Library and
the Huntington in California to the secure vaults
of the British Library where numerous
Elizabethan manuscripts lie in deposit. The Mil-
lers’ research knows no technological bound-
aries. Mrs. Miller uses taped oral interviews,
reels of microfilm, microfiche, and slides in her
investigative work. A word processor has also
become a familiar piece of equipment in the Mil-
lers’ quest to establish Shakespearean author-
ship.

Perhaps the most prominent and intriguing
figure in Mrs. Miller’s primary research is Ed-
ward De Vere, seventeenth Earl of Oxford. Sheis
presently working toward updating Looney’s
Shakespeare Identified which proposes De Vere as
the author of Shakespeare’s plays. Undoub-
tedly, this updating is, as Judge Miller admits, “a
monumental task.” Research also entails ac-
tivities such as lectures at Burlington House on
the heraldry of the thirteenth Earl of Oxford. She
was introduced by the Queen’s Secretary, and
trips to a church built by that Earl in Suffolk
County, then to another in Sheffield built by the
third Earl of Oxford. One could follow the Mil-
lers’ investigative trail covering fascinating space
and time and wonder where that trail would
lead. I thought at first that Judge Miller offered a
clue when, he remarked: ““(someday), we must
stop theliterary search and call it a halt—even ifit
is incomplete.” I am quite certain my original

continued on page 3

Friends of the Library
Louisiana State University
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The 1983 dinner and membership meeting of the
Friends of the LSU Library was held April 14 at the LSU
Faculty Club. Another successful year was toasted
with champagne before the dinner, which was pre-
sided over by President Charles Prosser. After the
blessing, given by Chancellor Emeritus Cecil G.
Taylor, President Prosser acknowledged past presi-
dents of the organization, visiting library dignitaries,
and others who had made noteworthy contributions.
He gave special thanks to Mrs. Doris Smith whose
efforts as membership chairman had brought in over
$3,000 in new memberships for 1983.

During a first course of mushroom soup, the awards
presentation took place. Mrs. Mary Hauer was givena
plaque from the Friends organization in appreciation of
the exceptional bequest made by her husband, Dr.
Nelson A. Hauer. An endowment has been estab-
lished, the Nelson A. Hauer Memorial Rare Book
Fund, with the funds from this bequest.

The director of the LSU Library, George Guidry, Jr.,
thanked all of the Friends for their hard work and
support of the library and gave a brief report on the

progress of construction. The Middleton Library’s ad- -

ditional floors are scheduled to be completed in De-
cember 1983 and tentative plans call for the renovation
of Hill Memorial Library to begin in the fall of 1983. Mr.
Guidry thanked the Friends for their part in securing
construction funding and invited everyone to come to
the library when it is completed.

“Pie a la Mode”

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Prosser welcome the dinner speaker,
Charies “Pie” Dufour.

The main course was followed by a dessert of New
Orleans praline ice cream accompanied by “Pie a la
Mode.” The speaker for the evening was Charles
“Pie’” Dufour, noted New Orleans newspaper colum-

“nist. Besides being known for his newspaper career of

over fifty years, Charles Dufour has also made quite a
reputation for himself as a historian mainly of New
Orleans and the Confederacy. His books include Gen-
tle Tiger—The Gallant Life of Roberdeau Wheat (LSU
Press, 1957), The Night the War Was Lost (Doubleday,
1960), and Nine Men in Gray (Doubleday, 19633.

Chancellor Emeritus Cecil Taylor congratulates

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Howe, Mrs. Nina Pugh, and Mr. Fred Benton enjoy Mrs. Mary Hauer on the award given to her by the

the champagne hour before the dinner.

Friends.









Famous Critic Library Fan

When celebrity movie critic Rex Reed was in town
recently to be inducted into the LSU Journalism Hall of
Fame, energetic membership chairman Doris Smith
inducted Rex into the Friends of the LSU Library. Mr.
Reed paid visits to the Book Barn and the Middleton
Library. During his visit to the library Mr. Reed chat-
ted with staff members and autographed copies of his
books in the Louisiana Collection. A few of those titles
with which he established his acerbic reputation were
Do You Sleep in the Nude?, People are Crazy Here, and
Valentines and Vitriol. Having been a long-time user
and supporter of libraries, the incisive movie critic was
happy to proclaim his interest in the LSU Library and
to assist in promoting increased membership for the
Friends. While Rex may sometimes pan the movies,
when it comes to libraries he is always a fan!

Friends’ membership chairman Doris Smith and Louisiana/
Rare Book Rooms staff member Karen McCord look on as
Rex Reed autographs copies of his books in the Louisiana
Collection. (Photograph by Don Morrison, LSU Library
Photoduplications.)
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