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Abstract 

Abstract: Researchers needs to remove many traditional obstacles to reach 

the general public. Academic social networking allows you to connect with other 

researchers in your field, share your publications, and get feedback on your 

non-peer-reviewed work. It gives you another place to establish your name and 

research and perhaps even collaborate with others. The academic social 

networking, making your work more widely discoverable and easily available. 

The two best known academic social networking are ResearchGate and 

Academia.edu. These sites offer an instant technique to monitor what other 

people are looking at in your field of research. Both networks are offer roughly 

the same features. ResearchGate is more closely focused on collaboration and 

interaction, while Academia.edu often functions more as an academic version 

of LinkedIn, with an online CV and as a place to share your publications. 

 

Keywords: H-index, Improve citations, Research tools, Bibliometrics,  

Research Visibility, Academic social network 
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Research Tools Mind Map 
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http://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim


Research Tools Mind Map -> (4) Enhancing visibility and impact  

-> NetWorking -> Scientific Social Network 
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LITERATURE REVIEW: FROM SEARCH 

TO PUBLICATION - February 2017 
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Ways to get started 

Share your work with your social networks 

Update your professional profile 

Utilize research-sharing platforms 

Create a Google Scholar profile - or review and enhance your existing one 

Highlight key and topical points in a blog post  

YouTube 

Make your research outputs shareable and discoverable 

Register for a unique ORCID author identifier  

Encourage readership within your institution  

7 

http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html
http://www.nature.com/content/authortips/index.html


Academic social networks – the Swiss Army Knives of 

scholarly communication 
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ResearchGate is an academic social network created to 

facilitate collaborative discussion between scientists.  
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Source: http://unimelb.libguides.com/altmetrics/socialmedia  
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http://libguides.ucd.ie/bibliometrics/networks
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The two best known academic social media 

are ResearchGate and Academia.edu. 
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ResearchGate: Disseminating, communicating, 

and measuring Scholarship? 
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Source: Thelwall, M. and Kousha, K. (2015), ResearchGate: Disseminating, communicating, and measuring Scholarship?. Journal of the 

Association for Information Science and Technology, 66: 876–889. doi: 10.1002/asi.23236 
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The ratio of ResearchGate publications to WoS 2013 publications for the top 20 

countries for total WoS publications in 2013. Countries are listed in order of 

total WoS publications. 
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Association for Information Science and Technology, 66: 876–889. doi: 10.1002/asi.23236 
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Make a ResearchGate profile 

• ResearchGate is a social networking site for 

scientists and researchers to share papers, ask 

and answer questions, and find collaborators. 

According to a study by Nature and an article in 

Times Higher Education, it is the largest 

academic social network in terms of active 

users. 

• ResearchGate claims 9 million scientists as 

users.  

©2017-2018  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ResearchGate  
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Make a ResearchGate profile 

• Step 1: Create an account (Click to 

navigate to ResearchGate) 

• Step 2: Add publications 

• Step 3: Find other Researchers & 

Publications 

• Step 4: ResearchGate Score & Stats 

• Step 5: Q&A 

 

 ©2017-2018  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

Source: http://guides.library.duq.edu/scholarlyprofile/7DICDay2  
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Step 2: Add publications 

ResearchGate makes it easy for you to add your 

publications as well as your unpublished work to your 

profile. To add your research such as journal articles, 

conference papers, and other publications such as 

books, chapters, and technical reports, go to your 

profile and select the type of publication from the drop-

down list by clicking in the blue box in the top right-

hand corner. 

Once you’ve added your publications and research to 

your profile, they’ll be listed under your Contributions 

tab. 
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Step 3: Find other Researchers & Publications 
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https://www.researchgate.net/browse.BrowseSuggestResearcher.html


Step 4: ResearchGate - Stats 

You can see an overview of your stats in one simple, 

interactive graphic. 

 

You’ll find more information on how often your work has 

been downloaded and cited, and, if the researcher permits 

it, by whom. This offers a unique opportunity to connect 

with peers who are interested in your research. 

 

You will also get more information on which country and 

institution interested researchers come from, as well as 

which of your publications are downloaded most each 

week. 
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Step 5: Asking questions & Adding answers 

Q&A is where you can ask research-related questions and get them answered 

by other specialists. It’s also the best place for you to share your knowledge, 

connect with researchers, and identify yourself as an expert in your field. 

 

ResearchGate’s Q&A recommendations take your unique set of skills and 

expertise into account to present you with the most relevant discussions in your 

field – you can find these questions under Questions we think you can 

answer on the right-hand side of your Q&A overview page. Make sure you 

keep your research skills and expertise up to date to get the best 

recommendations. 

 

You can also browse questions and answers using the other three filters: 

Recent questions in your field, Questions you follow, and Questions you 

asked. You can search for topics using the searchbar on the right-hand side 

(pictured below), which will show questions which were tagged with that topic. 

You can also search ResearchGate to find more questions.   
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Top 10 authors with the highest 

profile view counts on ResearchGate 
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Source: Martín-Martín, A., Orduna-Malea, E., Ayllón, J. M., & López-Cózar, E. D. (2016). The counting house, measuring those who count: Presence of 

Bibliometrics, Scientometrics, Informetrics, Webometrics and Altmetrics in Google Scholar Citations, ResearcherID, ResearchGate, Mendeley, & Twitter. 

EC3 Reseach Group: Evaluación de la Ciencia y de la Comunicación Científica Universidad de Granada and Universidad Politécnica de Valencia (Spain), In 

Progress,. doi:10.13140/RG.2.1.4814.4402 
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Academia.edu 

Academia.edu is a platform where you can share research 

papers, monitor deep analytics around the impact of your 

research, and track the research of academics you follow. 

Placing your publications and presentations on social 

media will make it easier for others to encounter your work, 

not only because they are available on a social network, 

but also because they improve the search engine 

optimization (SEO) of your research. A recent study found 

that papers uploaded to Academia.edu receive a 73% 

boost in citations over 5 years. 
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Make a profile on Academia.edu  

• Step 1: Create an account (click to navigate 

to Academia.edu)  

• Step 2: Post a publication or two 

• Step 3: Add your affiliation to your profile 

• Step 4: Add your research interests 

• Step 5: Connect with your colleagues who 

are already on Academia.edu 

• Step 6: Check out your analytics 
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Source: http://guides.library.duq.edu/scholarlyprofile/7DICDay2  
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Step 2: Uploading Papers 
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How do I add a single paper?  

http://support.academia.edu/customer/en/portal/articles/1319309-how-do-i-add-a-single-paper-


Step 3: Add your affiliation to your profile 

• Editing Your Profile 

• Profile Overview  

• Editing My Profile  

• Editing Your Name  

• Editing Your Profile Picture  

• Adding or Editing Your Affiliation  
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Step 4: Add your research interests 

The research interests that you attach to your paper allow 

your it to be shown outside of your profile. Your paper will 

appear in any searches for that particular research interest 

in the "documents" section (more about this here), and may 

appear in the newsfeeds of other users who share the 

research interests you have tagged. The research interests 

you attach to your paper can be viewed on your profile by 

selecting "More" under the title of your paper. There, you'll 

see the first three or four research interests attached to 

your paper. 
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Step 5: Connect with your colleagues 

What does following mean? 

 

Following another person means that you'll see updates from them on your 

newsfeed. For example, you may see the papers that they bookmark, when 

they upload new papers or drafts, or the comments they make on any sessions 

they're a part of.  

 

How do I follow another user? 

 

To follow an Academia.edu user, click the green Follow button at the top of 

their profile page. 

 

You'll be able to find more people similar to this user if you connect your site to 

Google or Facebook. You can do that easily by clicking the buttons that appear 

after you've clicked "follow," if you're not already connected.  
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Step 6: Academia Analytics 

You can view an extraordinary amount of information about 

how students, researchers, and academics view your 

profile and your papers by reviewing your Academia 

analytics.  

 

You can view the analytics associated with your account for 

the past 30 days or the past 60 days. You can also export 

your data as a CSV. 
The top of your analytics page will display an overview of users who have viewed 

your profile and papers.  

Paper views indicate the amount of times all of your papers have been viewed.  

Unique visitors is how many individual people have visited your papers OR your 

profile. 
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My recent publications 
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1123/japa.2015-0188
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
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Questions? 
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E-mail: aleebrahim@um.edu.my 

 

Twitter: @aleebrahim 

 

www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009 

http://scholar.google.com/citations 
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