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There are two ways to express yourself
on The News Journal Opinion page at
delawareonline.com and in print. A
Letter to the Editor (Our Readers’
Views) is a shorter piece (no more than
200 words) offering your opinion of a
recent news story. An Op-Ed, or
Opinion column (Your Turn), is a longer
piece (no more than 500 words). The
rules for both are the same. When
submitted, each must include a name,
home address and a phone number for

verification, which should not be taken
to imply publication. We reserve the
right to edit for clarity, length and
accuracy and are unable to
acknowledge or return unpublished
submissions. As The News Journal
receives dozens of submissions each
week, not every worthy piece can be
published. Letters to the Editor are
restricted to one letter per 45 days per
writer. To submit, email
editorial@delawareonline.com.

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION

Mike Feeley: Executive Editor, mfeeley@delawareonline.com

Ed Forbes: Senior Director for News and Engagement, 
eforbes@delawareonline.com

Phil Freedman: Editor for Investigations and Enterprise,
pfreedman@delawareonline.com

Robert Long: Editor for Local News and Visuals, rlong@delawareonline.com

Brittany Horn: Content Coach, bhorn@delawareonline.com

For more editorial content, visit delawareonline.com/opinion

EDITORIAL BOARD

“It’s deja vu all over again.”
For a second time, the Supreme Court was asked

to resolve the tension between gay and lesbian rights
and religious liberties and, for a second time, the
Court resolved nothing. 

This conflict has been brewing ever since the Su-
preme Court, in 2015, declared that gays and lesbians
have a right to marry. Writing for the majority in that
case, Justice Anthony Kennedy tried to placate ev-
eryone. For the LBGTQ community, he insisted that
gays and lesbians are entitled to be treated as equal
members of society. For religious adherents, whose
faith teaches that marriage is between a man and
woman, Kennedy assured them that the First
Amendment would protect their right to teach the
principles “so central to their lives and faiths.”

Conflict resolved! At least until a religious baker
named Jack Phillips refused to make a wedding cake
for a same-sex couple in violation of a Colorado anti-
discrimination law. Phillips’ case traveled all the way
to the Supreme Court which was asked to decide
whose right should prevail: the same-sex couple’s
right to be treated equally or Phillips’ right to stay
true to his faith?

The answer never came. The Court instead fo-
cused on an eccentric factual aspect of the case and
used that to dodge the thorny question of whose
rights should prevail. 

Fast forward three years and the Court again took
a case that pitted the rights of same-sex couples
against religious adherents. Catholic Social Services,
which, for decades, had helped Philadelphia place
children into foster homes, was denied a new con-
tract with the City because the agency refused to cer-
tify same-sex couples as foster parents.

Court watchers eagerly anticipated that this time
the Court would decide whose rights should prevail.
But, again, in an opinion issued last week, the Court
punted. Relying on a quirk in Philadelphia’s proposed
contract with CSS, the justices ruled in favor of CSS
without addressing the most salient issue.

The result was a short-term victory for CSS. But,
as Justice Neil Gorsuch explained, lawyers for Phila-
delphia could fix the quirk in the contract “with a flick
of a pen” and CSS would “find itself back where it
started.”

Years of costly litigation in the Jack Phillips and
Catholic Social Services cases have yielded no judi-
cial guidance on the core issue. The justices managed
to avoid antagonizing either the LBGTQ community
or the conservative religious community. But, as Jus-
tice Gorsuch rightfully noted, “[d]odging the ques-
tion today guarantees it will recur tomorrow.”

So, what should the justices do when they finally
get the gumption to rule on the core question?

Some of the more conservative justices, particu-
larly Justice Samuel Alito, have already made it clear
what they think. As Alito sees it, there was no reason
for the government to coerce either CSS or Jack Phil-
lips into violating their faith. In neither case, he says,
was anyone harmed by the religious adherents’ ac-
tions. In the Philadelphia case, no same-sex couple
was harmed by CSS because no same-sex couple had
ever sought the agency’s services, and there were
plenty of other foster care agencies willing to serve
same-sex couples. And, according to Alito, Jack Phil-
lip’s refusal to serve the same-sex couple likewise did
not harm the couple. He observed, “The couple that
came to his shop was given a free cake by another
bakery, and celebrity chefs have jumped to the cou-
ple's defense.”

Do you agree? A good way to find out is to ask
yourself these questions: If CSS or Jack Phillips had
refused to serve you because of the color of your skin,
your religion, your gender, or your ethnicity, would
you nevertheless find their actions harmless so long
as there was another foster care agency or bakery
willing to serve you? Or would the stigma of being
discriminated against hurt regardless of whether you
could still receive services elsewhere?

May businesses or government contractors pick
and choose whom they will serve based on whatever
their faith happens to command? Or should our soci-
etal commitment to equality override their personal
religious preferences?

The justices have not yet answered those ques-
tions. But you can.

Alan Garfield is a professor at Widener University
Delaware Law School.
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Kevin Israel is worried about the increasingly hos-
tile nature of political discourse — especially in the
wake of the 2020 election and especially on social
media platforms.

“With the proliferation of hostility online, I want to
show problems were solved in what we now call sim-
pler times,” Israel, a 45-year-old New Jersey public re-
lations executive who specializes in crisis manage-
ment — and has a 20-year career as a stand-up come-
dian. 

On July 1, Israel will join five other people from New
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Delaware in sharing a
personal story about his experience during the New
England and Atlantic Storytellers project’s “My Fam-
ily, My Culture.” The show is produced by news or-
ganizations in the USA TODAY Network’s Atlantic
Group, including NorthJersey.com and The Record,
Asbury Park Press, DelawareOnline.com and The
News Journal, the York Daily Record and the Demo-
crat and Chronicle of Rochester. 

Israel’s story will center on his emergence from be-
ing a target of bullying as a boy. 

“As the only Jewish kid in school, I was often the
target of bullying, but when things got out of hand I
had to stand up for myself —with my mother behind
me,” Israel said. “I hope to convey the emotion of a
difficult time when I was younger and also the value of
having your family in your corner.” 

“My Family, My Culture” will air live at 7 p.m. ET
Thursday. Viewers can watch and register in advance
to receive a reminder at
storytellersproject.com/all-events. The show acan be
viewed on the Storyteller’s Project’s Facebook page or
website.

The other storytellers sharing their personal narra-
tives are:

h Lisa Condon, 46, of Delaware
h Terrae Howell, 34, of Cincinnati (by way of the

Bronx)
h Melanie Funchess, 50, of Rochester
h Anne Gray, 44, of York, Pennsylvania
When Howell moved from the Bronx to Cincinnati

at age 5, kids at school teased him about his accent.
He fought back with jokes.

Those jokes turned into rhymes steeped in social

commentary. Now Howell, who’s stage name is Tre
Howl, makes a living as a songwriter, musician, rap-
per and poet known regionally for storytelling
through his art.

“I decided to participate in this show to share my
personal journey of self discovery and acceptance,”
said Howell, 34. “I feel that with recent events, quar-
antine included, we have been forced to live with our
true selves and I hope to show the benefit of taking
that personal look inward.

“My story is about embracing my uniqueness and
developing a support system that challenged me and
encouraged me to always be authentic.”

Funchess said she’s also motivated to help her
neighbors embrace a sense of calm and healing as the
pandemic eases and as the national conversation
about racial and social equity moves forward. She
hopes her family’s unique story can help provoke re-
flective thought for viewers. 

“With so much division and hate right now I feel
that we need to take a step back, take a deep breath
and look deeper,” Funchess said. “If we do this we will
find out that things aren’t always what they see. We
need to get to know people without judgement.”

“My Family, My Culture” is the second show of the
New England and Atlantic Storytellers Project’s 2021
season, part of the USA TODAY Network storytelling
project. This year, the project will share people’s sto-
ries in 43 national and regional shows.

Learn more about the Storytellers Project and ap-
ply to tell a story at storytellersproject.com/tell

Need to know

h What: “My Family, My Culture”
h Where: The Storytellers Project’s website,

Facebook page and the YouTube channel. 
h When: July 1 at 7 p.m. ET
h More: Watch past virtual shows on YouTube and

recorded in-person shows on the Storytellers Pro-
ject’s website.

Upcoming shows

h Sept. 30: Home
h Fifteen shows with a national scope, many fea-

turing authors, artists and notable leaders, will run
through Dec. 14.

Storytelling event focuses
on stories of family, culture
Ed Forbes NorthJersey.com
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY
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