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OPINION

There are two ways to express yourself
on The News Journal Opinion page at
delawareonline.com and in print. A
Letter to the Editor (Our Readers’
Views) is a shorter piece (no more than
200 words) offering your opinion of a
recent news story. An Op-Ed, or
Opinion column (Your Turn), is a longer
piece (no more than 500 words). The
rules for both are the same. When
submitted, each must include a name,
home address and a phone number for

verification, which should not be taken
to imply publication. We reserve the
right to edit for clarity, length and
accuracy and are unable to
acknowledge or return unpublished
submissions. As The News Journal
receives dozens of submissions each
week, not every worthy piece can be
published. Letters to the Editor are
restricted to one letter per 45 days per
writer. To submit, email
editorial@delawareonline.com.

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION

Mike Feeley: Executive Editor, mfeeley@delawareonline.com

Ed Forbes: Senior Director for News and Engagement, 
eforbes@delawareonline.com

Phil Freedman: Editor for Investigations and Enterprise,
pfreedman@delawareonline.com

Robert Long: Editor for Local News and Visuals, rlong@delawareonline.com

Brittany Horn: Content Coach, bhorn@delawareonline.com

For more editorial content, visit delawareonline.com/opinion

EDITORIAL BOARD

Nobody said it better than Rep. Liz Cheney: “The
President of the United States summoned this mob,
assembled the mob, and lit the flame of this attack.”

The question now is whether the Senate will hold
Donald Trump accountable. Or will it decide that a
president can foment an insurrection with no reper-
cussions?

Any senator with a spine would convict Trump in
a heartbeat. So why are so many Republicans inver-
tebrates? How can they credibly justify their actions?

It is hard for them to contest the facts. We have all
seen the evidence. Our reality-star president lit the
fuse and sent off the torchbearers on live national
television.

Without the facts on their side, the Republicans
have turned to the last resort of hopeless causes:
constitutional gobbledygook. 

The Constitution, they say, allows the Senate to
convict only a sitting president. Since Trump is no
longer in office, their hands are tied. Either they vote
to acquit or betray our nation’s sacred charter.

How virtuous! 
They probably can feel the vertebrae growing in-

side their bodies. 
There is only one problem. Their argument is at

loggerheads with history, precedent, and common
sense. 

I will not belabor the first two. You can find a com-
pelling argument on each point in the House Im-
peachment Managers’ eighty-page brief. Suffice it to
say that English impeachment practice, from which
ours is drawn, was applied to former officials. The
same was true for many state constitutions in exis-
tence at the time the framers drafted the U.S. Consti-
tution. And in the most relevant precedent, an im-
peachment action against William Belknap in 1876,
the Senate opted to try Belknap even though he had
already resigned from office.

I prefer to talk about common sense. It is not an
entirely inappropriate way to interpret the Constitu-
tion. A few examples illustrate this point.

The First Amendment says that “Congress shall
make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech.”
Now what does your common sense tell you? Do you
really think that Congress can make “no law” abridg-
ing speech? What if someone falsely yells fire in a
crowded theater, lies under oath, or distributes child
pornography?

If your common sense tells you that “no law” can-
not mean “no law,” you might think about quitting
your day job and joining the Supreme Court. The Jus-
tices reached the same conclusion.

How about the fact that the Constitution has a
provision forbidding states from denying persons
“the equal protection of the laws” but has no compa-
rable provision for the federal government? Do you
think that meant the federal government could con-
tinue running segregated schools in the District of
Columbia even after the Supreme Court, in Brown v.
Board of Education, said that states must integrate
their schools? 

If your intuition tells you that the Justices found a
way to apply equal protection principles to the feder-
al government, you are right again. Are you batting
1,000 so far?

But what about the fact that the Constitution gives
a president the power to appoint federal officials, but
says nothing about the president’s right to remove
such officials? Do you think a president can never-
theless remove officials who do a lousy job? If you
think the answer is yes, start getting fitted for judicial
robes.

Now that your common sense is warmed up and
primed for a challenge, ask yourself this: Can a presi-
dent who incites an insurrection – in which people
are killed – be held accountable? Does the answer
change if he does so days before the end of his term,
so that his impeachment trial will occur after he
leaves office? Keep in mind that the remedies for im-
peachment include not just removal from office but
also disqualifying the convicted individual from
holding a federal office in the future. 

I will let you answer that one for yourself. While
you, like the Senators, ponder that question, let me
leave you with one more brainteaser: Can a president
pardon himself?

If you are having trouble applying your common
sense to that one, just ask any ten-year-old.

Alan Garfield is a professor at Widener University
Delaware Law School.

Senate should
convict Trump.
Why are many in
GOP afraid to act?
Alan Garfield
Special to Delaware News Journal
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The News Journal’s focus on top nonprofit leaders
was a welcome tribute and a reminder of the impor-
tance of these extraordinary people and their organi-
zations in meeting the overwhelming needs in our
community. 

The Board of Directors of YWCA Delaware is moved
in response to publicly acknowledge our CEO, Ste-
phanie Staats, for her courageous leadership during
this challenging pandemic. With her ability to forge
partnerships, she worked with her dedicated staff and
volunteers to keep the life-changing and life-saving
programs of the YW operating and to fill holes in ser-
vices available to our disadvantaged neighbors. 

With domestic violence on the rise during lock
downs and economic hardship, the YW Sexual As-

sault Response Center assisted endangered women
statewide. Staats made sure families at risk found
safety and had basic needs met at the Home Life Man-
agement Center in Wilmington. The YW’s racial jus-
tice programs expanded and addressed demands for
education and training. The home ownership and
business building counseling programs flourished
through remote connections – all in all an impressive
record. 

A crisis can make or break a great leader. YWCA
Delaware is fortunate to have an executive director
who continues to drive forward with no excuses to
realize our mission of eliminating racism, empower-
ing women and promoting dignity for all. 

– YWCA Delaware Board of Directors

OUR READERS’ VIEWS

Staats deserves public salute for pandemic leadership

The dangerous trend among a disturbingly large
group in this country to replace truth, fact and science
with accusation, assumption and unsupported opi-
nion is spreading across multiple sectors of American
life.

Unwillingness to accept the verifiable results of a
legitimate election was the catalyst for the recent at-
tack on the U.S. Capitol. Refusal to wear masks and
adhere to proven precautions against COVID-19 en-
ables the spread of the disease. Unfounded – and in
some cases outrageous – claims about coronavirus
vaccines will keep many Americans from being pro-
tected.

There is certainly nothing new about substituting
belief for fact or lies for truth. The world has been do-
ing it for millennia, and it almost always ends badly.
One of the longest running recent examples is the de-
nial of climate change as a fact, a reality that is wreak-
ing realtime havoc here and abroad.

According to the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration:

“In 2020, there were 22 weather/climate disaster
events with losses exceeding $1 billion each to affect
the United States. These events included 1 drought
event, 13 severe storm events, 7 tropical cyclone
events, and 1 wildfire event. Overall, these events re-
sulted in the deaths of 262 people and had significant
economic effects on the areas impacted. The 1980–
2020 annual average is 7.0 events (CPI-adjusted); the
annual average for the most recent 5 years (2016-20)
is 16.2 events (CPI-adjusted).”

The lines on America’s disaster graph are clearly
and consistently rising like sea levels everywhere, in-
cluding in our Delaware. Globally, European climate
researchers recently announced that 2020 was the
hottest year on record, tied with 2016.

Former President Donald Trump and others, often
supported by self-interested and profit-obsessed bil-
lionaires and corporations, have used their pulpits to
deny climate change and to label its science as “fake.”
One short sample of Trump tweets on climate change:
“The concept of global warming was created by and
for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing
non-competitive.”

Bill Gates, a billionaire who is using much of his
fortune to help solve problems around the world, sees
a similarity between the effects of COVID-19 and cli-
mate change: “If you want to understand the kind of
damage that climate change will inflict, look at CO-
VID-19 and spread the pain out over a much longer pe-
riod of time. The loss of life and economic misery
caused by this pandemic are on par with what will
happen regularly if we do not eliminate the world’s
carbon emissions.”

Locally, Delaware Interfaith Power and Light
(delawareIPL.org), a nonprofit, is working diligently
through faith communities and partners to address
both the causes and consequences of climate change,
which they consider to be “the defining moral issue of
our times.” 

According to Lisa Locke, Director of Programs,

“The greatest and most imminent threats, as we’ve al-
ready seen, are to low-income, the young and the el-
derly, and communities of color, who are often most
vulnerable to the impacts, least prepared to with-
stand the effects, and least responsible for their
causes.”

Delaware Senate Environmental & Energy Chair
Stephanie Hansen told me: “As a low-lying state, the
impact of sea level rise driven, at least in part, by cli-
mate change is felt dramatically by our residents not
only in our coastal areas by the loss of land, struc-
tures, and infrastructure such as roadways, but in-
land as well with the increase in the height of the wa-
ter table. The increase in the height of the water table
leads to flooding, structure damage, and the loss of
agricultural land among many other things.”

These are verifiable facts, not opinion.
We know that faith can move mountains. We also

know that, unbridled and untested, it can distort peo-
ple’s thinking in damaging ways and blind their abil-
ity to reason.

In my own neighborhood – just north of the Dela-
ware and Chesapeake Canal, a family has been using
their home twice weekly to hold what they describe as
church services. Many men, women and children, ig-
noring rules against large gatherings, have attended
these services, sitting cozily next to each other with-
out any masks. The routine continues even after one
of the leaders died of COVID-19.

Rep. Eric Morrison, a newly elected legislator from
the area, who has been working to stop it, said, “First,
it is a violation of county code. Second, they are fla-
grantly defying the orders of the governor regarding
Covid and public health.”

The behavior of this group is not altogether sur-
prising nor limited to my neighborhood. Just look at
the members of Congress who refused to wear masks
during their confinement at the Capitol while under
siege by insurgents. Shortly thereafter, several people
who shared their space contracted COVID-19.

Whether it is dealing with a human pandemic or
the physical fate of our planet, it is painfully obvious
that a refusal to accept fact and science usually brings
tragic results. So, when President Joe Biden says he
wants to restore the soul of America, let’s not forget to
bring the mind along with it.

Charanjeet Singh Minhas is a Delaware resident
and founder and CEO of Tekstrom Inc., in Wilming-
ton. He is also the chairman of Delaware Sikh Aware-
ness Coalition.

If we heal America’s soul, President
Biden, its mind must heal, too

Your Turn
Charanjeet Singh Minhas

Guest columnist

Whether it is dealing with a human pandemic or the physical fate of our planet,

it is painfully obvious that a refusal to accept fact and science usually brings

tragic results. 


