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HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION

You didn’t have to be in the room where it hap-
pened to know that Donald Trump ordered his min-
ions to withhold aid from Ukraine until that country
investigated the Bidens.

Every sentient being — that includes every Re-
publican senator — has known the truth from the
moment the smoking gun transcript of the “perfect
call” was revealed.

We knew this shake-down was not only consis-
tent with Trump’s character but was also to be ex-
pected from an individual who knows of no interest
— not love of country, not commitment to truth, not
reverence for democratic institutions — other than
his own.

The President’s defense team, faced with the im-
possible task of refuting these incontrovertible facts,
instead tried to bury them in an avalanche of claims
about procedural irregularities and gobbledygook
constitutional arguments.

But nothing could suppress the smell emanating
from the underlying rot.

Adam Schiff, in a tour de force closing argument,
held out hope that his colleagues would rise above
politics and save our democracy from this danger-
ously immoral and corrupt leader: “I do not ask you to
convict him because truth or right or decency mat-
ters nothing to him, but because we have proven our
case and it matters to you.”

But Schiff’s hope was misplaced.
For Republican senators (other than Mitt Rom-

ney), there was a higher value than truth, right or de-
cency. It was kowtowing to a vindictive leader that
they were too afraid to challenge. In our contempo-
rary version of "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington," Jim-
my Stewart’s pleas fall on deaf ears.

So, where does this leave us? Were all the im-
peachment investigations, hearings and the trial in
vain?

Hardly. The truth emerged, and that’s what
counts. We now know that Donald Trump was ready
to undermine our national security and jeopardize an
ally if it would help him personally. We now know
that Donald Trump completely rejects our constitu-
tional system of checks and balances, including con-
gressional oversight.

Nor does this man, who lost the popular vote by
more than two million votes, accept the check of free
and fair elections. To the contrary, he publicly en-
couraged Russian intervention into the last election
(and got his wish), and a day after Robert Mueller
testified that his investigation had not exonerated
Trump, he called Ukraine to coerce that country’s
leadership into helping him manipulate the next
election.

Our system provides only one remaining check on
this rogue leader: the American people.

Now that we know the truth about Donald Trump,
we cannot allow any disinformation campaign,
which is sure to come, to cause us to forget who he
really is. And we must object every time a legislator
or bureaucrat tries to suppress the votes of citizens
who oppose Trump. 

Most important, we must show up in overwhelm-
ing numbers in November so we can decisively de-
feat Trump. We must leave him no room to credibly
claim that the election was rigged.

Only “We the People” can save our democracy.
As Alexander Hamilton observed, it has been “re-

served to the people of this country, by their conduct
and example, to decide the important question,
whether societies of men are really capable or not of
establishing good government upon reflection and
choice.” Should we answer that question in the nega-
tive, Hamilton warned, it would be not only our own
misfortune but also “the general misfortune of man-
kind.”

Let us not be the generation that allows history’s
greatest democracy to fail. Let us save our country by
ridding it of a president who has threatened the na-
tion’s soul.

The impeachment of Donald Trump, regardless of
its ultimate outcome, began this process. Americans
can complete it on Nov. 3 when we let Donald Trump
know, through his resounding defeat, that truth,
right and decency do matter to us. 

— Alan Garfield is a professor at Widener Univer-
sity Delaware Law School.

Your Turn
Alan Garfield

Guest columnist

The Senate
voted. Now it’s
our turn to vote
Trump out

'Not guilty' vote was amply justified; 
maybe D.C. needs its own Return Day

One day after the Senate impeachment trial ended,
the editorial page featured columns by Sens. Tom
Carper and Chris Coons to justify their votes of
“guilty.” In my view, the decision required was hardly
as “cut and dried” as they make it out to be.

There is no mystery about the president’s tele-
phone conversations with his Ukraine counterpart
(readouts were furnished). If his motives were partly
personal, as Alan Dershowitz suggested, that doesn’t
make his conduct impeachable.

Party line voting in both houses of Congress belies
any thought that the outcome was a matter of princi-
ple versus politics. The House inquiry was mishan-
dled. Calling additional witnesses would have point-
lessly prolonged the Senate trial without changing
the result. The growing toxicity of political discourse
in the nation’s capital reflects fault on both sides.

Our national leaders need to acknowledge this and
start acting more responsibly, but the Carper and
Coons columns place all of the blame on the president
and his supporters. President Trump and House
Speaker Pelosi haven’t been setting a good example
since the acquittal either.

Perhaps DC needs the equivalent of Delaware’s
“return day.”

— William Whipple III, Middletown

Seeking story about doctors who write 
most opioid prescriptions 

I wanted to let you know that the article “Dumping
Opioids in Delaware” was an informative article

about a serious crisis in Delaware and the United
States. I was shocked by the number of pills sold by
individual pharmacies. 

However, the crisis isn’t the fault of the pharma-
cies. Doctors write prescriptions and pharmacies fill
the prescriptions, which is their function. 

The real problem is doctors writing unnecessary
prescriptions. An article exposing the doctors writing
the most prescriptions would get at the root cause of
the problem and might even force authorities to in-
vestigate these doctors.

If you can get that information and publish it, you
might be able to reduce the number of prescriptions
written in Delaware, which could save lives. I have
also heard that government regulations prevent doc-
tors from limiting prescriptions, so that may be some-
thing else to investigate. 

This was a very informative article that I appreciat-
ed.

— Rick Taylor, Wilmington

If Democrats can't figure out vote in Iowa,
how can they run the country?

Don’t blame the Iowa caucus debacle on technol-
ogy.

It was plain ordinary Democrat political incompe-
tence. The Iowa Democrat Committee and the Demo-
crat National Committee are wholly responsible for
this debacle.

These same people that caused this failure want us
to believe we can trust them to run our government.

This Iowa performance is an outstanding example
of democrat political incompetence.

— Tom Koval, Bear

OUR READERS’ VIEWS

Senate Republicans are no doubt congratulating
themselves for staging the first impeachment trial in
history with no witnesses and nothing approaching
full consideration of the issues at stake. By bringing
the proceedings to their predictable, preordained and
premature conclusion Wednesday, they chose the
path of least resistance.

As President Donald Trump and his enablers run
their victory laps, however, the sound you hear is that
of the Constitution being trampled. To say the very
least, and the painfully obvious, the acquittals (52-48
on abuse of power and 53-47 on obstruction of Con-
gress) leave a damaging legacy.

The failure to sanction Trump’s misconduct – us-
ing your tax dollars to shake down a foreign govern-
ment and smear a political rival – means that future
presidents will have little to fear from the impeach-
ment process. The failure to stand up to Trump’s
stonewalling of congressional investigators grievous-
ly wounds the legislature’s oversight authority.

Over the past few years, Republicans who once
warned that Trump posed grave dangers to both party
and country have, one by one, cravenly buckled. Now,
with a truncated trial that they conceived, executed
and brought to an early end, they have completed
their acts of submission. All but Mitt Romney, the
Utah senator and former GOP presidential nominee
who courageously voted to convict on abuse of power,
are accessories to Trump’s assaults on the rule of law.

By voting to exclude witnesses, the Senate Repub-
licans created a “trial” that went from opening argu-
ments to closing statements with no testimony in be-

tween. In all likelihood, the evidence they did not
want to hear, from former national security adviser
John Bolton and others, will drip out in the coming
months, prompting people to wonder why the Senate
refused to consider it.

Now that the Senate has rendered its verdict, in
nine months the voters will have the opportunity to
render theirs. 

Beyond the next election, the Senate’s decision to
let Trump off without even requiring him to acknowl-
edge his transgressions, or censuring them, sets a
troubling precedent. As Patrick Philbin, one of
Trump’s attorneys, acknowledged in a different con-
text: “Whatever is accepted in this case becomes the
new normal.”

What might that new normal look like?
Some day, perhaps in the not-too-distant future, a

Democrat will be elected president. He or she will look
at the lawlessness of Trump and the cowardice of the
Senate and conclude that anything goes.

What’s more, it might be more than a routine Dem-
ocratic administration that Republicans are confront-
ed with. To look at the rapidly diversifying electorate
and the starkly liberal views of young voters, it is not
impossible to envision an activist, progressive ad-
ministration that seeks to rule by executive fiat.

If that’s the case, the Senate’s actions now will
look less like political calculation than self-destruc-
tion. The majority will have handed their opponents
the weapons to use against them.

And some day, in the more distant future, the
great-grandchildren of today’s Senate Republicans
will be in history class. With a single exception, they
will have one overriding fear: that their classmates
will find out it was their ancestor who, when asked to
do impartial justice and stand up for American de-
mocracy, said ... I can’t do that.

The impact of Wednesday’s votes is likely to rever-
berate for generations. 

EDITORIAL

The Senate trial’s damaging legacy
Future presidents will have little to
fear from impeachment process

The Editorial Board
USA TODAY
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