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AARON ROUSSELL 
(he/him/his) 

Associate Professor 

Portland State University 

Department of Sociology 

P.O. Box 751, Portland, OR 97207-0751 

roussell(at)pdx(dot)edu 

 

EDUCATION 

2007 – 2013 PhD, University of California, Irvine (UCI), Criminology, Law & Society (CLS) 

2005 – 2007 MA, University of Wyoming (UW), Sociology 

1999 – 2003 BA, College of William & Mary (W&M), Sociology, Music  

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2019  Associate professor: Portland State University (PSU), Department of Sociology 

2016 – 2019 Assistant professor: PSU, Department of Sociology 

2013 – 2016 Assistant professor: Washington State University, Pullman (WSU), Department of 

  Criminal Justice and Criminology (CJC) 

2007 – 2013 Instructor/Teaching Assistant: UCI, CLS  

2005 – 2007 Instructor/Teaching Assistant: UW, Departments of Sociology, Criminal Justice  

 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 

Racial capitalism; law and society; policing; drug policy and addiction; qualitative and 

quantitative methodologies; security and abolition 

 

PUBLICATIONS  
*(denotes equal author contribution/alphabetical listing) 

Books 

Gascón, L.D.,* & Roussell, A. (2019). The limits of community policing: Civilian power and

 police accountability in Black and Brown Los Angeles. New York: NYU Press. 

 

Journal Articles  

Roussell, A., Sexton, L, Deppen, P., Omori, M.K., & Scheibler, E. (2022). The dark footprint of

 state violence: A synthetic approach to the American homicide decline. Theoretical

 Criminology 26, 326-346. 

Roussell, A., Henne, K., Glover, K., & Willits, D. (2019). The impossibility of a “reverse racism

 effect.”  A rejoinder to James, James, and Vila. Criminology & Public Policy 18, 1, E5-

 E16.  

https://nyupress.org/9781479842254/the-limits-of-community-policing/
https://nyupress.org/9781479842254/the-limits-of-community-policing/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/24/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/24/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/11/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/11/
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Gascón, L.D., & Roussell, A. (2018). An exercise in failure: Punishing “at-risk” youth and

 families in a South Los Angeles boot camp program. Race & Justice 8, 3, 270-297. 

Jensen, E.L.,* & Roussell, A. (2016). Field observations of the developing recreational cannabis

 economy in Washington State, USA. International Journal of Drug Policy 33, 96-101. 

Roussell, A.,* & Omori, M.K. (2016). Normalizing desistance: Contextualizing marijuana and

 cocaine use careers in young adults. Sociology of Health and Illness 38, 6, 916-938. 

Roussell, A. (2015). Policing the anticommunity: Race, deterritorialization, and labor market

 reorganization in South Los Angeles. Law & Society Review 49, 4, 813-846. 

 -Reprinted in LSR Virtual Issue: Race and Policing. 

Roussell, A., & Gascón, L.D. (2014). Defining “policeability”: Cooperation, control, and

 resistance in South Los Angeles community police meetings. Social Problems 61, 2,

 237-258.  

Hipp, J.R., & Roussell, A. (2013). Micro- and macro-environment population and the

 consequences for crime rates. Social Forces 92, 563-595.  

Lynch, M., Omori, M.K.*, Roussell, A.*, & Valasik, M.A. (2013). Policing the “progressive”

 city: The racialized geography of drug law enforcement. Theoretical Criminology 17,

 335-357. 

 -Reprinted in Theoretical Criminology Virtual Special Issue: Race and Ethnicity 

Roussell, A., Holmes, M.D., & Anderson-Sprecher, R. (2013). Community characteristics and

 methamphetamine use in a rural state: An analysis of preincarceration usage by prison

 inmates. Crime & Delinquency 59, 1036-1063. 

Roussell, A. (2012). The forensic identification of marijuana: Suspicion, moral danger, and the

 creation of non-psychoactive THC. Albany Law Journal of Science and Technology 22,

 103-131.  

 -Reprinted in Kelly, J. (2013). Beat marijuana charges without plea bargaining.

 Ronkonkoma, NY: Linus Publishing. 

Freng, A., Davis, T., McCord, K., & Roussell, A. (2012). The new American gang? Gangs in

 Indian country. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 28, 446-464.  

Heck, C., Roussell, A., & Culhane, S. (2009). Assessing the effects of the drug court intervention

 on offender criminal trajectories: A research note. Criminal Justice Policy Review 20,

 236-246.  

Heck, C., & Roussell, A. (2007). State administration of drug courts: Exploring issues of

 authority, funding, and legitimacy. Criminal Justice Policy Review 18, 418-433.  

 -Reprinted in Barton-Bellessa, S.M., & Hanser, R.D. (Eds.). (2011). Community-based

 corrections: A text/reader, 84-95. Los Angeles: Sage Publications. 

 

Other Academic Publications (Book Chapters, Commentary, Technical Reports, etc.) 

Roussell, A., Imle, B., Rodriguez Fernandez, G., Strange, W., Flores, L., Daza Hernandez, T.G.,

 & Ramirez Valdiviezo, I.P. (2019). Supplemental report to the Oregon Law Foundation

 on the legal needs of Oregonian seasonal farmworkers. Technical report for the Oregon

 Law Foundation.  

https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/10/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/10/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/12/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/12/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/5/
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https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/2/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/2/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/3/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/3/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/4/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/4/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/6/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/6/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/7/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/7/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/7/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/15/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/15/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/19/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/19/
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Roussell, A., & Strange, W. (2018). Final report to the Oregon Law Foundation on the legal

 needs of impoverished Oregonians. Technical report for the Oregon Law Foundation,

 Oregon Bar Association. 

Roussell, A., & Dunbar, J. (2016). Paradise lost: White flight, broken windows, and the

 construction of a criminogenic origin myth. In Deflem, M. (Ed.), The politics of policing:

 Between force and legitimacy. Bingley, UK: Emerald. 

Roussell, A., Cortright, C., Posey, B. & Foster, C. (2015). Holmes et al. v. City of Racine: Expert

 witness report. U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin. 14-CV-208-JPS.  

Roussell, A. (2013). Re/Presenting the community: Power, race, and division in South LA’s

 community policing program. Technical report/grant deliverable for the Haynes

 Foundation of Los Angeles.  

Fortin, V.,* & Roussell, A. (2012). “Just the facts”: Student occupations, police repression, and

 “protest management” in California. The Critical Criminologist 21, 1, 8-14. (Invited

 commentary). 

Hipp, J.R., Tita, G.E., Gascón, L.D.*, & Roussell, A.* (2010). Ethnically transforming

 neighborhoods and violent crime among and between African-Americans and Latinos: A

 study of south Los Angeles. Technical report for the Haynes Foundation of Los Angeles.  

Omori, M.K.,* Reyes, W.,* Roussell, A.,* Valasik, M.,* Diggs, R., & Lynch, M. (2010).

 Policing in the “progressive” city: Racial disparities in San Francisco drug arrests.

 Technical report for the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California.  

Hipp, J.R., & Roussell, A. (2010). Solomon Kobrin. In F.T. Cullen & P. Wilcox (eds.),

 Encyclopedia of criminological theory. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Heck, C., & Roussell, A. (2007). Record keeping and statistics. In J.E. Lessenger & G.F. Roper

 (Eds.), Drug courts: A new approach to treatment and rehabilitation (pp. 401-413). New

 York: Springer-Verlag. 

Roussell, A., & Heck, C. (2007). Meth ecology: Examining social disorganization and

 methamphetamine use in Wyoming. Technical report for the State of Wyoming,

 Department of Health, Substance Abuse Division. 

Heck, C., Thanner, M.H., & Roussell, A. (2006). Evaluating Wyoming’s drug courts: A model

 for process evaluation. Technical report for the State of Wyoming, Department of Health,

 Substance Abuse Division.  

Huddleston, C.W., Freeman-Wilson, K., Marlowe, D.B., & Roussell, A. (2005). Painting the

 current picture: A national report card on drug courts and other problem solving courts,

 I, 2. Alexandria, VA: National Drug Court Institute, Bureau of Justice Assistance. 

 

Work in Progress 

Roussell, A. “The anarchists next door: An interview study of the daily lives and politics of

 Pacific Northwest anarchist and anarchist-aligned organizers.” In progress. 

Appleton, C.J., Roussell, A., et al. “Techniques of neutralization in police homicide.” In

 progress. 

file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/18
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/18
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/13/
https://works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/13/
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/17
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/17
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/14
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/14
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/works.bepress.com/aaron-roussell/14
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Roussell, A., & Haltinner, K. “More organizing, less activism: A handbook of academic

 organizing experiences during the decline of American empire.” In progress. 

Foster, C.,* Roussell, A., & Sexton, L. “State violence, harm, and accountability: An

 autoethnographic account of the serving of a search warrant.” 

 

AWARDS 

Outstanding Graduate Professor Award, 2014, CJC, WSU. 

Outstanding Faculty Mentor Award, 2014, CJC, WSU. 

Arnold Binder Award for outstanding departmental service by a graduate student, 2011, CLS,

 UCI. 

Gilbert Geis Award for excellence in graduate research, 2009, CLS, UCI. 

Best Oral Presentation, 2007, Graduate Research Symposium, UW. 

 

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND GRADUATE SUPPORT 

Faculty Enhancement Grant: The anarchists next door: An interview study of the daily lives and

 politics of Pacific Northwest anarchist and anarchist-aligned organizers, 2023, PSU (PI:

 $14,276). 

Homelessness Research & Action Collaborative Grant: Mental health and the precariat class in

 the aftermath of Covid-19: Mutual aid as a protective factor, 2020, PSU ($22,115,

 unfunded). Co-PI with Lielah Leighton.  

Faculty Enhancement Grant: Law enforcement or law makers? Tracing the extent and

 motivations of police power expansions, 2019, PSU (PI: $14,000). 

Oregon Poverty Legal Needs Study, 2017, PSU, Oregon Law Foundation (PI: $250,096). 

Faculty Enhancement Grant: Creating the addict: A participant-centered observation of Portland’s

 drug court, 2017, PSU (PI: $14,732). 

Greg & Beth Pierce Faculty Research Award, 2015, WSU, CJC ($1000). 

Expert witness, Holmes v. City of Racine, 2015 ($4,000, graduate support). 

International Travel Grant, 2015, College of Arts & Sciences, WSU ($1000). 

Lindley Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, 2012-2013, The John Randolph Haynes Foundation

 (PI: $20,000). 

Graduate Dean’s Dissertation Fellowship, Fall 2012, Graduate Division, UCI ($10,000). 

Law and Society Association Graduate Student Travel Grant, Honolulu, HI, June 5-8, 2012

 ($500). 

Professional Development Fellowship, Fall 2010, CLS, UCI ($10,170). 

Visualizing Governing through Crime in California, 2009, UC Berkeley and UCI (Co-PI: $500). 

Center for Organizational Research Small Grant, 2009, School of Social Ecology, UCI ($500). 

James Monroe Scholar, 1999, W&M ($2000). 
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TALKS, PRESENTATIONS, WEBINARS: INVITED AND ORGANIZED 

Roussell, A. (2022, November). Legitimizing power: A field manual for defeating police reform

 movements. Examining Power in Society Seminar, University of Idaho. (via zoom) 

Roussell, A. (2022, April). Academic freedom and faculty protection: Orienting, preparing,

 and organizing in a reactionist era. Association of College and Research Libraries,

 Oregon, webinar. (via zoom) 

Ruth, J., & Roussell, A. (2021, December). Academic freedom. Association of College and

 Research Libraries, Oregon, Board meeting. (via zoom) 

Roussell, A. (2021, November). Reimagined policing: Legitimacy and the limits of shared

 governance. Sociology Brown Bag Series, Portland State University. Portland, OR. 

Gascón, L.D.* & Roussell, A. (2020, October). The limits of community policing: Civilian

 power and police accountability in Black and Brown Los Angeles. Dominican

 University, Department of Sociology & Criminology, Center for Cultural Liberation.

 River Forest, IL. (via zoom) 

Roussell, A. (2020, September). In pursuit of “voluntary compliance”: Police protest-reform

 cycles. For Disarm PSU Education.  

Roussell, A. (2020, January). The limits of community policing: Helping health service workers

 understand and manage police response. Grand Rounds: UCLA Center for Social

 Medicine and the Humanities. Los Angeles, CA. 

Vitale, A. (2019, October). Imagining a world beyond policing. Organized at Portland State

 University, Portland, OR with CAREpdx, PSU Sociology Club. 

Roussell, A. (2019, June). Roundtable: Law and Society Associate CRN on Ethnography, Law

 and Society. Law & Society Association, Washington, DC.  

Roussell, A. (2018, May). Drug policy. Oregon Health Sciences University School of Nursing,

 Nursing and Leadership. Portland, OR. 

Omori, M.K.* & Roussell, A. (2016, April). Postbellum pharmacology: Continuing the racial

 logic of the US war on drugs. Penal Boundaries Conference. Centre for Criminology and

 Socio-legal Studies, University of Toronto, Canada.  

Roussell, A. (2016, March). Judged by twelve or carried by six: Understanding police use of

 violent force. Panelist, University of Idaho, College of Law. Moscow, ID. 

Roussell, A. (2015, February). Inequality in law enforcement? Presenter/facilitator, Public

 Square, WSU. Pullman, WA. 

 

CONFERENCE AND SYMPOSIA PRESENTATIONS, PANELS, AND PARTICIPATION 

Gascón, L.D. & Roussell, A. (2021, May 28). The limits of community policing: Civilian power

 and police accountability in Black and Brown Los Angeles, author-meets-critic panel.

 Law & Society Association. (via zoom, virtual conference) 

Roussell, A. (2019, November). Organizer, discussant. Teaching critical police studies.

 American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA. 

file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/youtu.be/pMh81XWgVSA
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/youtu.be/pMh81XWgVSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwLzcb2PgYw
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Roussell, A. (2019, November). Organizer, chair, discussant. The Janus face of police. American

 Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA. 

Roussell, A. (2019, November). Smothering brutality: Community policing as prophylactic and

 asphyxiant. Lightning session on police use of force (M. Williams, organizer.) American

 Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA.  

Roussell, A. & Gascón, L.D. (2019, June). No place for mom-and-pops: Racial coding,

 demographic shift, and the crime decline. Organizer, Panel 2: Social, Technological, and

 Ideological Legitimation Strategies. Critical Police Studies Working Group panel, Law &

 Society Association, Washington, DC. 

Roussell, A. & Gascón, L.D. (2019, April). No place for mom-and-pops: Community policing

 interventions in South LA's racialized economy. Panel presentation at Centering the

 Margins: Addressing the Implementation Gap of Critical Criminology Conference,

 Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI. 

Roussell, A., Sexton, L., Deppen III, P., Omori, M.K, et al. (2018, June). A crime flatline?

 Conceptualizing and measuring state violence. Chair, organizer, Panel 2: Measurement &

 perspective: New directions in the sociology of law enforcement. Critical Police Studies

 Working Group panel, Law & Society Association, Toronto, CAN. 

Gascón, L.D., & Roussell, A (organizers), Brown, A., Jordan, K., Potter, H., & Williams, J.

 (2016, November). The ethics and politics of race and justice research. Roundtable at the

 American Society of Criminology, New Orleans, LA.  

Roussell, A.,* & Omori, M.K. (2016, June). Postbellum pharmacology: Continuing the racial

 logic of the US war on drugs. Critical Police Studies panel presentation at the Law &

 Society Association, New Orleans, LA.  

Omori, M.K.,* & Roussell, A. (2015, September) Postbellum pharmacology: New dimensions of

 drug regulation after the US war on drugs. Panel presentation at the Contemporary Drug

 Problems Conference, Lisbon, Portugal.  

Roussell, A., & Gascón, L.D. (2015, May). Failure as strategic programming: Bootcamp and

 the youth control complex. Panel presentation at the Law & Society Association, Seattle,

 WA. 

Roussell, A. & Dunbar, J. (November, 2014). Paradise lost: White flight and the construction of

 a criminogenic origin myth. Panel presentation at the American Society of Criminology. 

Routh, D.R., & Roussell, A. (2014, November). Police as therapists? Resituating the role of law

 enforcement. Panel presentation at the American Society of Criminology. 

Roussell, A. (2014, August). Policing the anticommunity: Deterritorialization, race, and labor

 market reorganization. Panel presentation at the American Sociological Association, San

 Francisco, CA.  

Roussell, A. (2013, November). Geography, problem solving partnerships, and the “territorial

 imperative”: LAPD defines community. Panel presentation at the American Society of

 Criminology, Atlanta, GA. 
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Omori, M.K. & Roussell, A. (2013, August). The slippery slope of addiction: Drug use

 trajectories over the lifecourse. Panel presentation at the Contemporary Drug Problems

 Conference, Aarhus University, Denmark. 

Roussell, A. (2012, November). Production by division: Anticommunity policing in South Los

 Angeles. Panel presentation at the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL.  

Roussell, A., & Gascón, L.D. (2012, August). Contesting “policeability”: Cooperation, control,

 and resistance in South Los Angeles community police meetings. Panel presentation at the

 American Sociological Association, Denver, CO. 

Hipp, J.R., & Roussell, A. (2012, August). Micro- and macro-environment population and the

 consequences for crime rates. Panel presentation at the American Sociological

 Association, Denver, CO.  

Roussell, A., & Gascón, L.D. (2012, June). Cooperation, control, and resistance: Policeability,

 interaction, and community policing in South Los Angeles. Panel presentation at the Law

 & Society Association, Honolulu, HI. 

Gascón, L.D. & Roussell, A. (2012, May). Immigration, membership, and outreach: The

 challenges and interventions of community policing in South Los Angeles. Presented at

 the Stockholm Gang Intervention and Prevention Project, Stockholm, Sweden.  

Roussell, A., & Omori, M.K. (2011, February).  Situating drug use over the lifecourse: Using

 empirical findings to build theory. Panel presentation at the Western Society of

 Criminology, Vancouver, BC, Canada.  

Gascón, L.D., & Roussell, A. (2010, November). Cooperation and control: Community policing

 in South Los Angeles. Panel presentation at the American Society of Criminology, San

 Francisco, CA.  

Lynch, M., Omori, M.K., Roussell, A., Valasik, M.A & Verma, A. (2010, November). Race,

 justice, and reforming drug policy. Roundtable at the American Society of Criminology,

 San Francisco, CA. 

Gascón, L.D., & Roussell, A. (2010, May). Visions of control: Crime, contexts, and the specter

 of community policing. Visualizing Governing through Crime in California, Critical

 Legalities Symposia series, Center for Law, Society, and Culture, UCI.  

Roussell, A. & Hipp, J.R. (2009, November). Exploring nowhere: Layers of density and rates of

 crime. Panel presentation at the American Society of Criminology, Philadelphia, PA.  

Gascón, L.D., & Roussell, A. (2009, November). Black, brown and blue: Converging discourses

 on racialized violence in South Los Angeles. Panel presentation at the American Society

 of Criminology, Philadelphia, PA. 

Roussell, A., Holmes, M.D., & Anderson-Sprecher, R. (2008, November). Community

 characteristics and methamphetamine use in rural areas: A challenge to social

 disorganization theory? Panel presentation at the American Society of Criminology, St.

 Louis, MO. 
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SERVICE TO DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY, ORGANIZED LABOR, AND ACADEMY 

2023   Associate Graduate Program Director, Sociology, PSU 

2022 – 2023 Academic Freedom Website Committee, PSU-AAUP representative  

2021 – 2022 Associate Graduate Program Director, Sociology, PSU 

2017 – 2022 Graduate Committee: Member, Sociology, PSU 

2021   PSU-AAUP Vice President for Grievances and Academic Freedom 

2021  Faculty Senate Academic Freedom Working Group: Member, Secretary  

2020 – 2021 Faculty Promotion and Tenure (PTR) Committee: Ad-hoc member; 

Subcommittee for single faculty PTR: Chair, Sociology, PSU 

2020 – 2021 American Association of University Professors (PSU-AAUP) Executive Council: 

  Councilor-at-Large 

2019 – 2021 PSU-AAUP Committee Memberships: Grievance, Organizing, Assistance Fund, 

  Elections 

2019 – 2020 PSU-AAUP: Unit Representative, Honors 

2017 – 2021 PSU-AAUP: Unit Representative, Sociology 

2014 – 2020 Critical Police Studies Working Group: Co-founder, ASC, LSA 

2019   Culture Committee: Member, Sociology, PSU  

2019 – 2021 Faculty Promotion and Tenure Committee: Ad-hoc member, Sociology, PSU 

2016 – 2019 Diversity Action Council, PSU: Member, Subcommittee on Culture & Climate: 

  Curriculum & Pedagogy 

2018 – 2019 Space Committee (ad-hoc): Chair, Sociology, PSU  

2016 – 2017 Faculty Promotion and Tenure Committee: Member, Sociology, PSU 

2014 – 2016 Strategic Planning Committee: CJC representative, College of Arts and Sciences, 

  WSU, Campus Climate Subcommittee 

2013 – 2016 Committee on Graduate Education: Member, CJC, WSU 

2013 – 2016 Workshops and Colloquia Series: Chair, CJC, WSU 

2012 – 2013 Trans-scripts: An interdisciplinary online journal in the humanities and social 

  sciences at UCI: Editorial board member, Volume III, “Thinking Activism” 

2011 – 2013 Social Ecology Diverse Educational Community and Doctoral Experience  

  (DECADE) group: Co-founding member, UCI 

2011 – 2012 DECADE Committee: Co-representative, UCI 

2012 – 2013 United Auto Workers (UAW) UC Academic Student Workers Union, Local 2865: 

  Steward, Social Ecology, UCI 

2012 – 2013 Adult Drug Court Best Practice Standards Committee: Editor and member, NDCI 

2010 – 2013 Graduate Student Peer Mentoring Award Committee: Co-founder, CLS, UCI  
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2011 – 2012 Diversity Committee: Student member, CLS, UCI 

2010 – 2012 Graduate Student Comprehensive Exam Committee: Member, CLS, UCI  

2008 – 2010 Colloquium Committee: Chair, CLS, UCI  

2007  McNair Scholars Program: Graduate mentor, Sociology, UW 

2005 – 2013 Research consultant: National Drug Court Institute 

2005 – 2007 Research consultant: Wyoming Department of Health, Substance Abuse Division 

 

Professional Memberships and Affiliations 

2020 –  Homelessness Research & Action Collaborative, PSU 

2016 –  PSU-AAUP 

2012 –  Law & Society Association 

2009 –  American Sociological Association  

   2009 –   Crime, Law, and Deviance Section 

   2009 –   Section on Racial and Ethnic Minorities 

2007 – 2020 American Society of Criminology 

   2007 – 2020 Division of Critical Criminology 

   2010 – 2020 Division of People of Color and Crime 

2014 – 2020 Critical Police Studies Working Group  

2007 – 2013 UC Academic Student Workers Union, United Auto Workers (UAW) Local 2865 

2010 – 2013 Center for Law, Society, and Culture, UCI 

 

PhD Committee Chair (PSU Sociology unless otherwise noted) 

2023 –  Andrea Baron 

2020 –  Jenna DePasquale. “What if Mussolini had Twitter? How Italy’s center-right 

  coalition frames the migrant crisis on social media.” 

2019 –  Wynn Strange. “Paradoxes of recognition: How transgender and nonbinary folx 

  frame legal gender and name changes.” 

2016 – 2020 Joy Mutare Fashu Kanu. “Decolonizing HIV prevention programs: A Black 

  feminist analysis of SISTA.” 

PhD Committee Member 

2022 – Natalie Cholula. “Extended separation from parents: How immigration policy 

harms Latine adult children.” 

2021 –  Rebeca Petean. “The effects of school safety strategies on K-12 schools.” 

2021 –  Tasha Lane. “The impacts of race and gender throughout the voir dire process.” 
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2018 – 2022 Barbara Imle. “‘The call is coming from inside the house’: Tracing experiences in 

  the institutionally-centered process of establishing limited conservatorships in 

  California.” 

2015 – 2019 Duane Stanton, WSU CJC. “Assessing the effects of marijuana legalization on 

  University students in Washington State.” (external proposal member) 

2017 – 2019 Gisela Rodriguez-Fernandez. “Reproduciendo otros mundos: Indigenous  

  women’s struggles against neo-extractivism and the Bolivian state.” 

2014 – 2018 Wendy Koslicki, WSU CJC. “Advertising underlying assumptions: A

 quantitative content analysis of militarized and community-oriented artifacts in

 police recruitment videos.”  

2013 – 2014 Heeuk “Dennis” Lee, WSU CJC. “Contextual characteristics, perceptions of 

police, and support for community policing.”  

MS Committee Chair (MS thesis requirement discontinued in 2022) 

2023 –  Bodhi Norton 

2023 –  Nahal Rastegarpour 

2019 – 2022 Luke Robinowitz. “Covid-19 and its effects on recovery of substance dependent 

  populations” (posthumous). 

2018 – 2021 Essma Nasher. “‘Us vs. them: What are we learning?’ A content analysis of 

  race and ethnicity representations in modern introduction to sociology textbooks.” 

2018 – 2020 Jenna DePasquale. “Working from home: Analyzing the autonomy of app- based 

  sex workers.” 

2017 – 2019 Carl “CJ” Appleton. “Finding common ground: Relationship building and  

  communication between PO and client in a community supervision setting.” 

2016 – 2018 Quinton Alexander. “Who am I? The influence of reflected appraisals and self- 

  identity on criminal social identity.” 

2015 – 2016 Jose Mendez, WSU CJC 

2014 – 2015 Phillip Jackson, WSU CJC 

2014 – 2015 Wendy Koslicki, WSU CJC, co-chair 

2015  Jennifer Tietje, WSU CJC, co-chair 

MA/MS Committee Member 

2024 – Maddie Lou Alexander 

2020 – 2021 Noel Vinyard, PSU Geography. “Rowing concerns: Exploring the importance of 

recreation stakeholders in Deschutes Basin management.” 

2018 – 2020 Victoria McMahan Parra, University of Missouri-Kansas City Criminal Justice 

  and Criminology. “Perceptions of ‘sex trafficking’ legislation by sex workers.” 

2019   Whitney Head-Burgess. “Censure or closure? Examining determinants of  

  disclosure of sexual assault among college students.” 
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2018 – 2019 Sikang Song, PSU CCJ. “Effect of regulation intensity on marijuana black market 

  after legalization.” 

2018 – 2019 Tasha Lane. “Gender and the voir dire process.” 

2017 – 2018 Mackenzie Christensen. “‘Tindersluts’ & ‘Tinderellas’: Negotiating female 

  sexuality within a digital hookup culture.” 

2014 – 2015 Jean Carlos Marquez, WSU CJC 

Undergraduate Honors/McNair Theses 

2022   Addie Furrer (Honors). “Health of transgender adults, 2020.” 

2022    Robert Hermann Northman (McNair). “Survival in the city streets: An  

  autoethnographic analysis challenging the criminalization of urban street gangs.” 

2021 – 2022 Claire Elizabeth (Honors). “Policing by proxy: Interrogating big tech’s role in 

  law enforcement.” 

2020   Elizabeth Ott (Honors). “Police union contracts and impediments to 

accountability: A case study analysis of Portland Police Association bargaining 

agreements.” 

2017 – 2018 Steven Witt (Honors). “A literature review on body-worn cameras for law  

  enforcement.” 

2015 – 2016 Tanya Guarnica (McNair, WSU) 

 

Reviewer: Manuscripts, Grants, Tenures, etc. 

Journals: American Sociological Review, Antipode, City & Community, Connection Science, 

Criminology, Critical Criminology, International Journal of Drug Policy, Law & Society 

Review, Networks, Punishment & Society, Race & Justice, Social Forces, Social Problems, 

Social Psychology Quarterly, Sociological Focus, Sociological Perspectives, Policy Sciences, 

Theoretical Criminology 

Books: Cornell University Press, Palgrave MacMillan/Springer Nature, Routledge Publishing, 

Oxford University 

Grants: National Science Foundation (Social and Economic Sciences Division), National Science 

Foundation (Law and Science Program) 

Tenure cases: Capital University (Department of Sociology and Criminology) 

 

Public and Publicized Scholarship  

Consulted/quoted/referenced by: Filtermag, Guns & America Project, Media Matters, Oregon 

Public Broadcasting, Portland Mercury, Portland State University Vanguard, TIME magazine 

2022 Defund the narrative: The “Portland police have been defunded!” talking point is 

really absurd and needs to stop. PDX.Vote.  

2021  The “voluntariness” of program reduction: Never let a good crisis go to waste. 

  Academe blog, American Association of University Professors.  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fworks.bepress.com%2Faaron-roussell%2F35%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1RS-y5hWpGczq9Uw0YRnfW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fworks.bepress.com%2Faaron-roussell%2F35%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1RS-y5hWpGczq9Uw0YRnfW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fworks.bepress.com%2Faaron-roussell%2F34%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1BMfEejbUamgUeWnG9nluw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fworks.bepress.com%2Faaron-roussell%2F34%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1BMfEejbUamgUeWnG9nluw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fworks.bepress.com%2Faaron-roussell%2F25&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1fyaeD2_THwunbk21XK41_
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fworks.bepress.com%2Faaron-roussell%2F25&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1fyaeD2_THwunbk21XK41_
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fworks.bepress.com%2Faaron-roussell%2F25&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1fyaeD2_THwunbk21XK41_
https://filtermag.org/does-community-policing-reduce-the-harms-of-criminalization-or-enable-more-of-the-same/
https://gunsandamerica.org/story/20/05/06/gun-violence-reduction-ceasefire-cities-success-yes-and-no/
https://www.mediamatters.org/sean-hannity/sean-hannitys-cherry-picked-data-police-violence-still-shows-widespread-racism
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/12/01/clackamas-county-sheriffs-office-racial-disparity-report/
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/12/01/clackamas-county-sheriffs-office-racial-disparity-report/
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/09/14/psu-summer-bridge-program-brings-growing-pains-for-some-a-head-start-for-others/
https://www.portlandmercury.com/news/2017/12/06/19526273/portland-has-strict-standards-for-outlawing-sidewalk-sitting-unless-cops-ask
https://psuvanguard.com/democratizing-power-at-psu/
https://psuvanguard.com/academics-stand-against-brazilian-government/
https://psuvanguard.com/there-is-no-budget-crisis/
https://psuvanguard.com/summer-bridge-scholar-program/
https://time.com/6169564/rodney-king-riots-beating-anniversary/
https://pdx.vote/defund-the-narrative-the-portland-police-have-been-defunded-talking-point-is-really-absurd-and-needs-to-stop/
https://pdx.vote/defund-the-narrative-the-portland-police-have-been-defunded-talking-point-is-really-absurd-and-needs-to-stop/
https://academeblog.org/2021/08/18/voluntary-program-reduction-during-a-pandemic/
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  The limits of community policing, Forthe.org podcast, with Luis Daniel  

  Gascón, Joe Brizzolara, Kevin Flores (co-hosts).  

2020  Why federal intervention in Portland shouldn’t be a shock. USApp – American 

  Politics and Policy Blog, London School of Economics, with Gisela Rodriguez 

  Fernandez. August 12, 2020. (Quoted in The Independent, MSN News, and many 

  others) 

  The critical criminologist with Alex Vitale, Luis Daniel Gascón (interview). 

  April 28, 2020. 

2019  Creating a world beyond policing (with Alex Vitale). Organized at the Dismantle, 

  Change, Build Center in Portland, OR with CAREpdx, Critical Resistance, and 

  Care not Cops. October 12, 2019. 

Need is far greater than Legal Aid resources. By: Oregon Law Foundation.  

Study: Low-income Oregonians are not receiving necessary legal aid. By Meerah 

Powell. Oregon Public Broadcasting. March 1, 2019. 

 Study: Many poor Oregonians can’t afford a lawyer to solve life-altering legal 

problems. Oregonlive. February 28, 2019.  

 Report finds Oregon’s most vulnerable residents don’t have proper access to legal 

services. By Aubrey Weiber. Salem Reporter. March 12, 2019. 

 No reason to trust Portland police. Medium. February 26, 2019.  

2017  The quiet death of community policing. Citizen Critics. February 14, 2017.   

2016  The buzz about legalizing marijuana: WSU criminologist examines the marijuana 

  industry on the Palouse. By Will Ferguson, WSU College of Arts and Sciences 

  Connect, May 26, 2016.  

2015   Holmes et al v. City of Racine. Expert witness for plaintiffs, U.S. District Court 

  for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, June – November, 2015. (Settled for  

  plaintiffs, $1.23 million.) 

2014 – 2015 Co-organizer, Sociologists for Justice: sociologistsforjustice.org. 

 

GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE PEDAGOGY  
(undergraduate and in-person unless otherwise noted) 

 Portland State University 

2021 –  Revolutionary Justice 

2020 –  Social Statistics (online) 

2020 – 2021  Alcohol & Other Drugs: Drugs and Society (online) 

2020 –  Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative (Mixed) Methods (PhD/MS) 

2018     Criminology (PhD/MS) 

2018 –  Law & Society (PhD/MS) 

2018 –  Social Statistics 

2017 –  Law & Society: Sociology of Law 

2017  Prejudice, Privilege, and Power: Sociology of US Racism 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2020/08/12/why-federal-intervention-in-portland-shouldnt-be-a-shock/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-portland-protests-national-guard-tweet-a9683426.html
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/stop-the-riots-trump-threatens-to-bring-in-national-guard-to-portland-protests/ar-BB18g9lv
https://breakingnewstv.in/2020/08/22/stop-the-riots-trump-threatens-to-bring-in-national-guard-to-portland-protests/
https://thetop10news.com/2020/08/22/trump-threatens-to-bring-in-national-guard-to-portland-2/
https://www.de24.news/de/2020/08/stoppt-die-unruhen-trump-droht-die-nationalgarde-zu-protesten-nach-portland-zu-bringen.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFkagOIZ23k
https://olf.osbar.org/files/2019/02/2018-OR-Legal-Needs-Study-Infographic.pdf
https://www.opb.org/news/article/oregon-legal-aid-low-income-study/
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2019/03/study-many-poor-oregonians-cant-afford-a-lawyer-to-solve-life-altering-legal-problems.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2019/03/study-many-poor-oregonians-cant-afford-a-lawyer-to-solve-life-altering-legal-problems.html
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/salemreporter.com/posts/588/report-finds-oregons-most-vulnerable-residents-dont-have-proper-access-to-legal-services
file:///C:/Users/roussell/Dropbox/salemreporter.com/posts/588/report-finds-oregons-most-vulnerable-residents-dont-have-proper-access-to-legal-services
https://medium.com/@roussellaaron/no-reason-to-trust-portland-police-3572ec4a5c29
http://citizencritics.org/2017/02/the-quiet-death-of-community-policing
https://cas.wsu.edu/connect/may-2016/marijuana-policy/
https://cas.wsu.edu/connect/may-2016/marijuana-policy/
http://www.sociologistsforjustice.org/
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2016 –  Alcohol & Other Drugs: Drugs and Society 

2018   Ethnography (PhD/MS) 

 Washington State University, Pullman 

2015  Foundations of Quantitative Methods (PhD/MA) 

2015  Criminal Justice: In Real Time (co-taught) 

2014 – 2016 Introduction to Quantitative Methods 

2014 – 2016 Criminological Theory (PhD/MA) 

2014  Drugs and Society 

2013   Race and Justice 

University of California, Irvine 

2013  Marxist Social Thought (PhD, co-taught) 

2012   Drugs and Society 

University of Wyoming 

2006 – 2007 Introduction to Sociology 
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