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Education   
 

Boston College Law School, Newton, MA       2004 – 2007 
Juris Doctor. 
Activities and Honors: Proskauer Rose summer stipend for public service, Recipient (Summer 2006): Lambda, 
Treasurer (2005-2006); Holocaust and Human Rights Project, Treasurer (2005-2006); International Law Society, 
Representative (2004-2005). 
 

Zealous Advocacy in the District and Juvenile Courts, Boston, MA    May 2009 
Certificate to Accept Court-Appointed Cases. 
Competitive-entry intensive course designed to certify Massachusetts attorneys to accept court-appointed cases in 
state district and juvenile courts. 
 

Bradford University, Bradford, England        2000 – 2002 
Master’s degree in modern European history; Student Liaison to department. 
 

St. Louis University, St. Louis, MO        1993 – 1998 
Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, in English literature and history.  Dean’s List.  Latin language certificate. 
 

Publications 
 

• Steven R. Morrison, When is Lying Illegal?  When Should It Be?  An Exploration of the Federal False Statements Act, (work 
in progress). 

• Steven R. Morrison, Compassion and the Criminal Defense Attorney, THE CHAMPION (forthcoming 2009). 
• Steven R. Morrison, The Fourth Amendment’s Applicability to Residents of Homeless Shelters, 32 HAMLINE L. REV. 319 

(2009). 
• Steven R. Morrison, Compassion and the Trial Attorney, 23 THE VERDICT 4 (2009). 
• Steven R. Morrison, Creating Sex Offender Registries: The Religious Right and the Failure to Protect Society’s Vulnerable, 35 

AM. J. CRIM. L. 23 (2007). 
• Steven R. Morrison, Toward a New Confessions Test: Replacing Voluntariness with Power, 3 INT’L J. PUNISHMENT & 

SENT’G 85 (2007). 
• Steven R. Morrison, Will to Power, Will to Reality, and Racial Profiling: How the White Male Dominant Power Structure 

Creates Itself as Law Abiding Citizen Through the Creation of Black as Criminal, 2 NW J. L. & SOC. POL'Y 63 (2007). 
• Steven R. Morrison, Dehumanization and Re-Creation: A Lacanian Interpretation of the Federal Sentencing Guidelines, 4 

DARTMOUTH L. J. 81 (Fall 2006). 
• Steven R. Morrison, Strange Allies: How a FAIR Victory May be Applied to Future LGBT Rights Cases in Schools, 

honorable mention in The National Lesbian & Gay Law Association Michael Greenberg Student Writing 
Competition, June 2005. 

• Steven R. Morrison, Latvia: The Economy, in CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 2004 357-362 (Imogen Bell 
ed., Europa Publications 4th ed. 2004). 

• Steven R. Morrison, Latvia: History, in CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 2004 352-357 (Imogen Bell ed., 
Europa Publications 4th ed. 2004). 

• Steven R. Morrison, Latvia: The Economy, in CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 2003 352-358 (Imogen Bell 
ed., Europa Publications 3d ed. 2003). 

• J. Michael Lyons, revised by Steven R. Morrison, Latvia: History, in CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 
2003 347-351 (Imogen Bell ed., Europa Publications 3d ed. 2003). 

• Steven R. Morrison, Latvia: The Economy, in CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 2002 342-346 (Imogen Bell 
ed., Europa Publications 2d ed. 2002). 

• J. Michael Lyons, revised by Steven R. Morrison, Latvia: History, in CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 2002 
338-341 (Imogen Bell ed., Europa Publications 2d ed. 2002). 

• ANDREJS VEISBERGS, IDIOMS IN LATVIAN (Steven R. Morrison ed., University of Latvia Press: Riga 1999). 
 

 
 
 



Panels and Lectures 
 

• Guest Lecturer in course, “Domestic Violence and the Law,” at Boston College Law School, April 15, 2009. 
• Panelist on “Writing for Publication: Student Authors Discuss Their Work,” at Boston College Law School, 

March 26, 2007. 
 

Employment 
 

Carney & Bassil, Boston, MA         2007 – Present 
Attorney 
Represent criminal defendants at all stages of prosecution, including pre-trial, trial, appellate, and sentencing. 
 

Hon. Warren M. Silver, Associate Justice, State of Maine Supreme Judicial Court, Bangor, ME 2007 – 2008 
Judicial Clerkship 
Drafted bench memoranda recommending disposition of pending cases for consideration by all Court justices.  
Drafted opinions for Justice Silver and revised such opinions at his request.  Performed other substantive legal 
research. 
 

Greater Boston Legal Services, Boston, MA       2006 – 2007 
Student Attorney 
Appeared in court to obtain restraining order for client and settle visitation and child support issues, otherwise 
appeared in court, drafted pleadings and performed other activities associated with client’s legal matter. 
 

ACLU of Massachusetts, Boston, MA        Summer 2006 
Legal Intern 
Drafted memoranda of law on privacy, free speech, religious exemptions, and other issues.  Met with clients and 
potential clients to assess their needs.  Observed and reported on press conferences and political demonstrations. 

 

Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office, Boston, MA      Fall 2005 
Student Intern       
Researched and briefed attorneys on nationwide gun laws and numerous aspects of criminal law.  Analyzed grand jury 
testimony. 

 

Boston College Legal Assistance Bureau, Waltham, MA     2005 – 2006 
Student Intern       
Represented low income clients in all aspects of family, housing, and social security actions.  Drafted briefs, 
memoranda of law, and pleadings, appeared in court with supervising attorney. 

 

Chicago Bar Association, Chicago, IL         2003 – 2004 
Client Interviewer, Lawyer Referral Service 
Interviewed clients, assessed legal needs, and referred them to appropriate legal representation.  Advocated on behalf 
of low income clients to secure for them pro bono representation. 
 

DePaul University School of Law, Chicago, IL       2004 
Research Fellow, International Human Rights Law Institute 
Researched political, social, and economic relationship between Haiti and Dominican Republic. 
 

United States Department of Labor, Chicago, IL      2001 – 2002 
Labor Investigator, Department of Labor-Management Standards 
Conducted financial audits and embezzlement and election violations investigations in labor unions. 
 

Peace Corps Latvia, Adazi/Valmiera, Latvia       1998 – 2000 
Secondary School Teacher of English, U.S. History, and Latin.  New Volunteer Trainer for Latvian Language and 
Culture. 
 

Organizations 
 

Boston College Law School Alumni Assembly       2009 – Present 
American Bar Association, Trial Practice Committee      2008 – Present 
 

Bar Admissions 
 

State of Maine, active status         2009 – Present 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, active status       2008 – Present 
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Research Agenda 
 

My main research interests focus on the critical exploration of undiscovered or controversial aspects of the criminal law.  
In performing this research, I also define problems with these aspects and suggest reforms.  In this process of exploration, 
criticism, and proposing reforms of discrete aspects, my goal is to understand the general structure and theoretical 
underpinnings of the system of criminal law, and to work to improve that system. 
 
I intend my research to be both intellectually rigorous as well as practical.  In my work, therefore, I seek to understand 
how the structure of and bases for the system of criminal law affects players in the system.  A major principle is that each 
player—the defendant, victim, prosecutor, government, society, and individuals in society—has legitimate interests in the 
operation of the criminal law.  These interests must be balanced to create a system that satisfies the underlying principles 
of criminal law.  My next few articles will focus on exploring the myriad theories of criminal law, as well as the assertion 
that there is no consistent theory.  These articles will move my research toward a determination of what the operative 
theories are, and what they should be. 
 
One of my recent articles, The Fourth Amendment’s Applicability to Residents of Homeless Shelters, reflects my interest in 
establishing balanced rules of law based on theory and practice that maximize players’ legitimate interests and minimize 
the harm to these interests.  To write this article, I performed the necessary research, but I also visited a number of 
shelters to understand what the Fourth Amendment questions in shelters were and how extant law might answer them.  
To date, only a handful of cases and no law review articles have explored this issue.  A number of interesting questions 
presented themselves.  For example, does a resident have protection if she places her bag under her cot?  Does she have 
protection in a locker she is given to use?  Does it matter whether there is a lock on that locker?  What, if any, is the 
impact on Fourth Amendment protections if the shelter is owned and operated by a municipality as opposed to a private 
agency? 
 
I answered these and other questions using two approaches.  First, I considered how courts have conceived of the Fourth 
Amendment’s reasonableness requirement.  Some courts have based their reasonableness inquiry on a balancing of 
individual and governmental interests.  Other courts have focused on the individual’s property interest in the place 
searched.  Still others have looked to the application of the Fourth Amendment in the Framers’ time.  Second, I applied 
what I called “precedential approaches,” by which I mean courts’ approaches to Fourth Amendment questions based on 
relationships between parties.  For example, are shelter residents more like guests in a hotel, tenants in an apartment, or 
business invitees?  Do residents share a relationship with shelter staff that is more like a landlord/tenant, 
employer/employee, or child/parent relationship? 
 
I then applied these Fourth Amendment theories to the factual circumstances I witnessed in the shelters I visited.  In 
exploring how theory interacts with these real-world situations, I was able to suggest a solution that protects residents’ 
interests in privacy and safety, shelter operators’ interests in the same, and law enforcement’s interest in ensuring public 
safety. 
 
The fundamental approach to criminal law I implied in this article is that the criminal law ought to effectively mediate the 
interests of the various players in the system, maximizing the legitimate interests and minimizing the illegitimate ones.  
Although I do not assert that this approach is an endorsement of a “correct” theory, I acknowledge that it does draw upon 
the economic theory of law and eschews one of the oldest and most popular theories, that of moral condemnation. 
 
My interest in advancing the criminal law as an amoral structure promoting efficient society does not mean that there is no 
role for moral condemnation.  Although moral condemnation in the criminal law tends to lead to inefficient use of 
resources as well as minority group ostracism, there is obviously substantial overlap between moral and technical uses of 
the criminal law.  Laws against murder, rape, assault, etc. are such laws.  My article Creating Sex Offender Registries: The 
Religious Right and the Failure to Protect Society’s Vulnerable acknowledges that crimes such as sexual abuse of children and 
others are obviously morally condemnable, but need to be addressed by the criminal law less by moral condemnation and 
more by rational structures that promote a safe and efficient society.  In this article, I argue that sex offender registries 
were hastily created in response to high-profile sex crimes against children, the most prominent being Megan Kanka.  
These registries were born of crimes that were obviously morally condemnable, and they reflected age-old ways that 
communities express moral outrage: through exclusion and scarlet lettering.  There is substantial evidence that sex 
offender registries either have no effect on or actually decrease public safety.  I explored the theoretical underpinnings of 
sex offender registries, empirical research on their impact and on sex offenders, and I concluded that incarceration should  
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not be abandoned, but it should generally be limited in duration and followed by intensive individualized sex offender 
treatment focused on the first three years after release.  There may still be a role for registries, but if they are retained, 
hearings to determine dangerousness should be required.  Finally, registries may be replaced by a robust system of civil 
commitment. 
 
I have made a number of assumptions in this research agenda.  I have assumed that we can come to agreement on 
principles that guide or should guide criminal law, and that we agree as to what “legitimate” interests are.  I have also 
assumed that we can successfully balance players’ interests, and that an interest balancing approach is a good and the 
primary approach to take in addressing the criminal law.  My research challenges these and other assumptions because 
criminal law is intimately involved with the subjective human experience of judging, assigning blame, and establishing 
“truth.”  While moving toward a general theory of criminal law is important, it is a young endeavor in legal scholarship, 
and the challenge is to cull some objectivity from what is fundamentally a subjective study. 
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