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U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

 
 

Homeland      
Security 
      

 
March 4, 2013 

 
Shoba Sivaprased Wadhia, Esq. 
Clinical Professor and Director 
Penn State/Center for Immigrants Rights 
329 Innovation Blvd 
Suite 118 
State College, Pennsylvania 16803 
 
Re:   COW2012000939 

2013-HQFO-00305 
 
Dear Ms. Wadhia: 
 
This is the final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), dated and received by the United Stated States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) on September 13, 2012 and received by this office on November 16, 
2012.  Specifically, you requested the disclosure of any and all records that were prepared, received, 
transmitted, collected, and/or maintained by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
and/or U.S.Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) that describe, refer, or relate to 
applications for deferred action since June 17, 2011, and Consideration of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) since August 15, 2012. 
 
A search for documents responsive to your request produced a total of 459 pages.  Of those 
pages, I have determined that 406 pages of the records are releasable in their entirety and 53 
pages are partially releasable pursuant to Title 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(7)E), FOIA Exemptions 
b7(E). 
 
You have a right to appeal the above withholding determination.  Should you wish to do so, you 
must send your appeal and a copy of this letter, within 60 days of the date of this letter, to:  
Associate General Counsel (General Law), Mailstop 0655, U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Washington, D.C. 20528, following the procedures outlined in the DHS regulations at 6 
C.F.R. § 5.9. Your envelope and letter should be marked “FOIA Appeal.” Copies of the FOIA 
and DHS regulations are available at www.dhs.gov/foia. 
 
The Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) also mediates disputes between FOIA 
requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation. If you are requesting 
access to your own records (which is considered a Privacy Act request), you should know that 
OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made under the Privacy Act of 1974. If you 
wish to contact OGIS, you may email them at ogis@nara.gov or call 1-877-684-6448. 
 
 

http://www.dhs.gov/foia
mailto:ogis@nara.gov


 

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request.  In this 
instance, because the cost is below the $14 minimum, there is no charge.  6 CFR § 5.11(d)(4). 
 
If you need to contact our office again about this matter, please refer to COW201200093, HQFO-
00305.  This office can be reached at 866-431-0486. 
 
      Sincerely, 

                                                                        
 James Holzer 
 Director  
 Disclosure and FOIA Operations 
 
Enclosure(s):  Responsive Documents 
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