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Legal use 

Legislative acts and contracts sometimes use "shall" and "shall not" to express mandatory action 

and prohibition. However, it is sometimes used to mean "may" or "can". The most famous 

example of both of these uses of the word "shall" is the United States Constitution, and claims 

that "shall" is in fact or is not used with these different meanings have caused discussion and 

have significant consequences for interpreting the text's intended meaning.
[8] 
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2000. 

• "if". The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language: Fourth Edition. 2000. - 
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