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IN MEMORIAM—PROFESSOR HERMANN F. MARK
by Otto Vogl

Professor Hermann F. Mark died on Aprl 6,
1992 shortly before his 97th birthday. Dr. Mark.
Dean Ementus of the Polytechnic University in
Brooklyn, NY and former Director of the L
Chemical Institute of the University of Vienna,
Austria, was a giant in higher education, re-
search and communicadon of science to the

Hermann Mark was bomn in the 4th dismict of
| Vienna, in the Wieden, on May 3, 1893 as the
md:uﬂWnV‘mﬁmﬂﬂﬁsm
was 4 prominent physician. After his snudies in
Vienna he enlisied in the Auswo-Hungarian
Army and served on both the eastern and Italian
front. He was a highly decorated voung officer
whose decorations included the highly regarded
Leapoldsorden.

After the war, Hermann Mark continued his
studies at the University of Vieana and received
his Ph.D. in Organic Chemiswy in 1921. Fol-
lowing his mamrizge o Maria Schamek. be be-
gan his professional career in Berlin at the Kai-
ser Wilhelm Instmte. He then spent a number
of years in a leading posidon in the Germany [n-
dusay before remorping to Vienna in 1933 as
Professor of Physical Chemisty. During this pe-
rind Mark continued, followed up and ealarged
on his cardier pioneering workc the stucture de-
termination of namural and synthetic polymers.
Polymers are giant molecules that are the con-
sttuents of plasdes, fibers and films as well as
biological materials.

Dr. Mark was an excelleat teacher and lectur-
er; several Nobel prize recipients were among
humd:nﬁ.hunughﬂpmoﬁupmfm
Vieana Dr. Mark was known for his clear and
precise lestures, making even complicated prob-
lems seem simple. He was also a frequent lec-
murer in the Urania and the Volkshochschule.

The annexation of Auswia by Germany forced
Mark to leave Vienoa He weat first to Canada
and then to the United States. In 1941 be be-
came 2 Professor of Chemistry at the Polytech-
nic Instinute of Brooklyn and in 1944 founded
the world famous Polymere Research Instinute
at this Institution which has been a “mecca” of

polymer research and education ever since,

Dr. Mark was aleo an vousual and cutstand-
ing iaernational communicator in science and
aducation. He was one of the founders of “In-
terscience Publishers.” the publisher of the first
series of books and periodicals in polymer sci-
ence; he was a founding member of the Weis-
man [nsumute, and he was involved in the crea-
tion of several scientific organizations. Dr.
Mark was a citizen of the world: he mavelled
extensively worldwide to lecture, to teach and
to consule

Dr, Mark was also a prolific author; he pub-
lished over 600 papers and wrote or coedited
about 40 books.

For his oumtanding conmibutions Hermann
Mark received 21 honorary doctoral degrees in-
cluding one from the Univessity of Vienna. He
was a member of 10 Academies of Sciences in-
cluding an honorary membership of the Austri-
an Academy of Sciences. Dr. Mark was an hon-
orary member or a fellow of 31 Sociedes,
including the Ausmion Chemical Society. Mark
also received 50 medals and zwards including
the Grand Decormtion of Honor in Gald for
Merits to the Republic of Austria with a Star,
the Golden Medal of Honor as well as the Sci-
ence Medal of the Ciw of Vienna, the Mayor's
Award of Honor for Seience and Technology
of Vienna, the Gold Medal of the University of
Vienpa and the Austrian Honor Cross for Ars
and Science, the Officer’s Cross of the Repub-
lic of Austria for Merits in Sciepce and the
Arns. Professor Mark was also the recipient of
the U.S. Nadonal Medal of Science.

Hermann Mark remained close o his home
counry, Auswia. He devoted much dme 1o
Aupstria and its needs, especially after the Sec-
ond World War. [n his later years he spent
menths at a tme in Vienna to provide advice
and guidance at the Universicy and to imteract
with [ndustry, especially at the Plastics Insi-
tute in the Arsenal
Dr. Ono Vogl, a narive of Augeria, (s the Hermann
F. Mark Professor ar the Polytechnic University in
Brogidyn, New York
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