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Columns

Personalities in
Polymer Science

Manfrod Rilrsch

Honoring Professor Manfred
Ratzsch on his 65th Birthday

Manfred Bbissch has comnibuicd
to ety important fields of Folymer
Selence and Technology, in faci. his
qoatnbotioms i the techadepcal apocs
of polymer wience, espocially of paly.
olefins mre onsiwnbing, e is and was ool
orly mteresiod an seiemtific nventions
ol meyslioms bl ahio o B framder
of theve sccomplishinents into techs
nologleal and commercially uielul
Proises

Manfead Ritrsch was born in Lelpeig.
Crermmany om June ME 1933 as b socond
won of Wilkelm Ritiuwch and his wife
aovmine Offenhaus, Wis father was a
Mechanical Engincer and had studied
three yiars Mechonival Engineering at
the Technical Usiversity of Leipeig. Hin
spocially was heavy machkincry asd fire
citimpuishing

Afier 4 veans in Flemeniary School in
Annubwrg im the lirrpebirpe i Cicrmany,
younp Maslied moved b Lespirig whiere
he whiiended Middle Schonl e 4 years
Hle wmvnd Sor 4 yemrs bos idee Harh Scbasol
Markblocherg owar Lavpiag. Trom ihere be
prshaaiod im 1932, fmneslistely dherrcafier
he enrolied in the Brnst Morite Arnd)
Univerity in Greifswald, In 1945 he
changod o the Univenity of Legpeip and
prmdusod with o Maven Degroe in 1955

Alrcady in 1956 Manfred Ritusch had
joined i Loewna Company and, after
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Phoaocopyiag pemmaitod By ook oaly.

recelving bis M5 s Leiprig, he stanied
b dogtonal dissenation while working
al Lewns ol the Unbveriily of Lelpaig
vinder the direction of Professer Gerband
Cevieler

From 1936 oaul 1951 Manired
Riitrsch was employed at the Leuna
Company which i+ located ocar
Mersehurg. There he was strongly
supporied by his ieacher and menior
Professor Geiseler, who later became
Prolesvon of Physhéal Chemlitry ai b
Usivenay of

In 1963, Manfred Ritrch recenved it
hugtoral degree with a devertstion entithed
Thermodvaamic: A Wighty Sempitive
Cialorsmaper and the e renlnative of the
Enehasdphiy v off the Bivane ric n-f kfommney

o 193, Vandred Bitrach starbed pan-
e beaching a0 the University of Lesprag
on ihe subjeei Fechnical Breaciien
Kinetice, In 1967, he became Molessar
&1 ihe Techaieal University Leuna-
Mersehburg and imepht Foodmology of
High Palysieri_ In 1968, be alin became
Professnt o) the Univenity of Leipelg,
specializing in: Radical Polymerization
il Copwilvmapf i of Eilbylene wnder
Hieh Prewsre.

Bhtrsch’s mitial sowmtific wark in -
by was comoermnd with the ¢hlorination
of mwthane and the technacal produetion of
ehloeumithane, o 1962, be beoane (vad ved
and laber nosponsitde for the developraemt
i comaneryial prodactien of potyetn o
o Lewna Im 1963, he hocane manapet of
thee T imbont Plastsos bn the P bsemical
Phopuartmnend off | owma

In ke early 1960, the coopersdion
of Leuna with the Technical Usiversity
of Meruetmrg imteanitiod becaaie of the
copconirstion of resarch and develop-
ment of struciuml polymeric materals
In the peghon. Ritgsch began 1o teach
regularly o the Technical Univensity in
Merscharg. At the omd of (he 1907y o
mew Bescarch Uenbey of Potochemistry
anud Pelymenc Maderals was cresbad amd
Menfeed Ratrseh wan sppeimiod Dputy
Divectod for Science and Techmology
wiad [Mecwtor of the Polymer Dhvivos, Tn
1970, Ritesch was sppoiated Mansper
ol leternational Cooperation of Fast
Clermany on High Pressire Polyerhylene
and Copolymer: Production, activities
which resubicd, i 197, in the istallation
of podyrilydesr plamts haesd on e mem
i lwoliopy im the Cirrman Ivmescrsi
Republic (GIN) |Fast Germany | amd the
Soviel Lhebon A1 e s G, Mandrod

Riarach bocame Direchor of Revearch of
the Louna Compary.

In 1OKE, Masired MSueach was offerad
anad sccepied the position of Dhrector
of the lasbibuie of Fiber Tm-l.n‘j il
Dresiden, an binditwie of the Acsdomy of
Schemors of the DR With thin appoint -
et by pavedvement with e Acadioy
of Scwencos which had alrcady cuisted,
intensified, T 1984, the Institate was
remamed lastiuee of Polymer Technology
and, wiher RBLrch's sggiesilve beader.
ship, the Institwie was modornirod and
wubitantially expanded. We held 1hi
pomation usill 199), when be soorplod the
penitson of Dirccton of Bewany of PCT)-
Polymers i Line, Awing, & subsidiany of
OAIV, the ol company of Awina As
e viwsas. positeons, Maaloed Bbtrwh b
rrusde thes pusation, bath soacmtifcally aed
Frown e bnmsbinss prodied of widw, eacepiainal
and PCE-Polymers Lang s pow due of the
Bemders in woarnwr and ochealkagy im ihe
ey fin haincas

Manfred Rivrah™s research indevesi
el the years ing ladesd the technology
ol reactavn the fart
the preparstion of high pelymen. the
chamistry of radical polymerizations
and copolymerirations — cipecially of

ko, viny ] soctate, madese anfodrnbe,

their eopolymerieations, the poly-
merirnions and copelymerizaliony of
olefims wmber high prevare, she chemmical
ot of prdymnon, podymcs b,
reinfolcements of Ihermaplastics, and
Mepubd crysialline polymer. He iy also
Evlund il guondinaten fodyencrieatn
o abefim -.-ui sailie] wtabe -:u!iﬂutu al
polypeopy

Hlll'fﬁl lilrul’i extemsive amd
wide-ramging work has been published
in 210 papers. 3 mogegrapks and mone
than 170 patents, e bs o meember of e
Niskstonna] Bosnd of Progress im Pfoly e
Scaenie and the Jouvinal of Macro:
mislecubar S<ienoe. e has repeatedly
bacem mnvalked o imaen aeed plerary ypcakar
o Natimal sl Ingcrmationad Coagiraes
In 1993, he was elected an honorary
by of the Mlovak Chemical Soxcicty

Nuod o & wscosatul s
tilie carrler, Manfred Ritrsch has been
rocognbeed for his many secamplinh-
mienis, He ocaved the honorary pwand
ol whe University of Leipeip (1961), the
Carl Schileminst Prire of e Techmical
Unsverviy of Lewna Merscharg § 1974),
the Kehuld Medal of the Chomical
Saciery of the GIER (1980 the Awoand of

O 190 OFA ([Ohencas Pubdebars Avaguatson) Asnaondam BLY,
Pabiledaed ssmder laovase by Gosdon and Becach Scicsoe Publiheis SA



Cofumns

38 Hosetod Texbamwal Scundind of i
G | D, thee Natsmad Prare, Farsd am)
Sovomd Clans fow Sowemor amd T

(1969 ans) 19793, and abe Siste Prive
of ihe Soviet Union for Science and
Teshimalogy € 1976,

In pddivien 1w his scientific and
adminisivaiive  suceesses, Manfred
Ratesch has also extensavely servish b
scirntific community, From 1975- 1980
b wan the Chairmsn of the Chemical
Sagcty of the GDR, sowd singe 1954 he
win a mombyr of ihe soicotidse advivony
huand of the IR fre Chemanery

In the Academy ol Sckondes of the
GRR, Masfrod Rbish was 3 Member of
the Commintee of Polymwrs snee |9k, e
Becune o Cormespaoaiding Menaber of i
Avademy o 1972 mwl o Full Member o
1979, b 1IRT he was appolated Depaty
Chasrman and in |948 Chairman of the
Class Chemisiey of the Academy ol
Sciences, In 1989 be was clecicd 2
Moraby of the Daeowtng Commmties of
e Acadomy of Sownoes

Munten) Bisch i st only wtemmsly
st 4l sy, I abe bom a it
of hobbies. He cigoys very much nafure
i s oy (o, il the relitiomsdip of
planes with animals, but also the selstsons
ship of peaple wml mwm He iv @
STy active swimmer, moaokan <Hosber
md sk embiousd e n sl iscreaad in
e desipn of pandoms aad paria

Manlied Riirsch s sow marned
wh Christins Titthowits, they hase tee
chabdrcm, Kutrm smd Thoon.

This antiche was prepaied by (ita
Vogl, Herman F. Matk Protsasar of
Polymer Science Emeelue, University of
Mumsichuneins, Aviheest, MA D0,
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