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I.    Introduction 

 

(1) 

\X\ or \k\ kibes    leXabes XijeX    leXajeX kijem    lekajem 
\v\ or \b\ bitel     levatel vitel     levatel kibel     lekabel 
\f\ or \p\ piter     lefater fiSel     lefaSel siper     lesaper 

 

(2) 

kibes  Xibes 
bitel       vitel 
piter        fiter 

 

 

 

o 

 

 

 

o 

 

 

 

o 
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II.  Overview of Modern Hebrew Spirantization 
 

 

X

(3) 

\p\  [f]  pgS    [lifgoS]  [pagaS]      
\b\  [v]  bgd   [livgod]  [bagad]           
\k\  [X]  ktb    [liXtov] [katav]     

 

(4) 

yes 
[kanas] [jiXnos] 

yes 
[kavar] [jikbor] 

yes 
[niftaX] [jipataX] 

yes 
[niSbar] [jiSaber] 

no 
[hiflig] [jaflig] 

no 
[hilbiS] [jalbiS] 

yes 
[biter] [jevatel] 

no 
[siper] [jesaper] 

no 
[hitbajeS] [jitbajeS] 

no 
[hitlabeS] [jitlabeS] 

no 
[huXpal] [juXpal] 

no 
[huXpal] [juXpal] 

no 
[putar] [jeputar] 

no 
[Xupar] [jeXupar] 

 X

(5) 

a. \k\ (< *q) \kr/\ [kara]  [likro] 
b. \v\ (< *w) vtr [viter]  [levater]
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(6) 

pagaS  fagaS  
jikbor jikvor  
jeXase  jekase  

 
 

o 

 

 

 
III. Rating Experiment 
 

 

(7) 

 

o 

o 

o 
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(8) 

\p\  [f] prs  [paras] [faras] [lifros] [lipros] 

\b\  [v] bnh  [bana]    [vana]    [livnot] [libnot]  
\k\  [X] ktb   [katav] [Xatav] [liXtov] [liktov]

 

 
 
(9) 

amru li  Sedaniel

amru li  Sedan      holeX

amru li  Sedani

 

 

o 
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o 

(10) 

  
o  
o  

  

o 

o 

 

(11) 

  

o 
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Expected Variant 
1 
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Expected 

Variant 

Exceptional    Alternating 
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o 

o 

o 

 

(12) 

 

 
o 

o 

 

 
(13) 

 

 

o 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Word-Initial Post-

Consonantal 

Post-Vocalic 

Expected  

Variant 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sibilant Stop Sonorant 

Expected 

Variant 
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o 

o 

o 

 

(14) 

V.   Conclusions, Implications, Further Directions 
 

 

o 

o 
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Many of my talk handouts (and my dissertation) are available on my Selected Works webpage: 
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Appendix: Optimality Theoretic analysis 

 

o 

 
(15) 

*STOP   Stops are prohibited.  

±
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o 
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• 

o 

(16) \bkS\

/bk1S/ + sg.m.pres 

          ‘asks for'  
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a. mevak1eS 
   Input (57.4%)  

   Generated (42.3%) 

 * *  * * 

   b. mebak1eS  
   Input (39.3%)  

   Generated (33.8%) 

 **!   **  

   c. mevaX1eS  
   Input (0%)  

   Generated (23.9%) 

*!  **   ** 

    d. mebaX1eS 
   Input (3.3%)  

   Generated (0%) 

*! * *  * * 

 


