
Publish your research
Evaluating journals and 

knowing your author rights

Kirstin Duffin
Research Support Librarian 
Science & Math Liaison

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for inviting me to present in your colloquium series. I’ll be speaking today on a topic that some of you may have quite a bit of familiarity with, while some of you may have little to no experience. The academic publishing industry, like so many industries, is a behemoth. My goal is to draw your awareness to the power and control you have as a scholar looking to get published.



EVALUATING JOURNALS
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Presentation Notes
Let’s begin with a discussion about the process you might go through to evaluate journals for potential to submit your work for publication.



The academic publishing milieu is vast.
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How do you determine 
which journals are credible?
And which are predatory?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So you’ve done your research: You’ve scoured the literature, you’ve designed your experiment, you’ve collected the data and analyzed it, and you’ve written up your results into a manuscript that you want to get published. At this point in your research process, you are probably ready to just be done with it—To find traction with some journal to help you earn credit as a scholar, either on the tenure track or somewhere else along your career trajectory. Or, you might be looking for a high quality journal to ensure your research is recognized in a well-reputed journal in your discipline.

You have a sense of which journals publish research in your field, but you may not know which would be best for your manuscript, or who might accept a paper on the topic and of the scope of your work.

Additionally, new journals are being established every year. If you are new to publishing (and even if you’ve had your hat in the ring for a while), you might not be aware of which journals are credible, and which might be described as predatory. 

https://unsplash.com/@impatrickt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/Oaqk7qqNh_c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Has a journal solicited your work?
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Have you received an email from a journal encouraging you to publish your work with them? Here are a few I’ve received this year. This first one targets me, specifically.

(Read a bit on the slide.)

https://unsplash.com/@impatrickt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/Oaqk7qqNh_c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Has a journal solicited your work?
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Here’s a general call for proposals. This one looks a bit more credible, {read from email on slide}. A quick Google search on Shastugram Inc, which is who this email was sent by, raises questions of trustworthiness.

https://unsplash.com/@impatrickt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/Oaqk7qqNh_c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Has a journal solicited your work?
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And here’s one where I’ve cropped the sender information at the top as well as at the end of the email in an attempt to make the text readable on this slide, although the information I cropped out is quite valuable in your assessment of the sender—Who are they and what are their affiliations? But the important piece to note is that some of these emails can look like convincing avenues for publication.

{Read from email on slide.}

If you don’t know the journal, there are a few criteria you can use to investigate their credibility. You can ask these questions to evaluate any journal you are considering publishing with.

https://unsplash.com/@impatrickt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/Oaqk7qqNh_c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


An example: http://jgesnet.com
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You can start on the journal website itself, but predatory journals have become increasingly good at making themselves look reputable. Here are a few red flags I notice on the website for the Journal of Geography and Earth Sciences. I should note that I am speaking as a librarian who is aware of certain nuances to look for, and I am familiar with names in the publishing industry and resources to use to cross-check journals for their credibility. These may not be things a typical researcher looking to get published would think to look for.

Once we walk through this example, I’ll give you a set of questions you can ask yourself and resources to use to determine a journal’s trustworthiness.

{Go to live website: http://jgesnet.com}

On this journal’s website:

It lacks an “About” section that provides information on their publisher. I see pages for the journal’s Scope, Submission and Manuscript guidelines, information on Subscribing to the journal, access to Current and older issues, even Contact information, but nowhere is there information about the publisher. Their affiliation with who I suspect is the publisher is listed in the footer, with a link to the American Research Institute for Policy Development. That sounds official, and the ARIPD website looks professional—They even have an About section on their website. You can Google the ARIPD and learn that others have flagged them as predatory. {Read on results page – Offices listed as Permanently closed. Read top two reviews.} These Google results certainly raise a red flag.

Back to the journal’s website. The places they claim the journal is indexed (http://jgesnet.com/indexes) are unreliable or nonexistent. The first three sources listed—CrossRef, Cabell’s, and Ulrich’s—are recognizable to me, and are credible indices, but lower in the list – DRJI might be the Directory of Research Journals Indexing, which has been cited as a “misleading metric” (https://scholarlyoa.com/misleading-metrics/). I’m not sure what “Academic Journal Databases” or “Scientific Index” refer to; these are very generic terms. As well, there are several database vendors listed, such as Gale, EBSCO, ProQuest, and OCLC, but no particular database names are used, like EBSCO’s Academic Search Ultimate or OCLC’s FirstSearch.

These vendors all provide access to several databases, so the generic quality of this list raises a red flag – I would want to see specific database names listed here.

They claim to be open access (Subscription tab: http://jgesnet.com/in/jges/subscription), but the journal is not listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (https://doaj.org/), and the publisher is not part of the Open Access Scholarly Publishing Association (https://oaspa.org/membership/members/), both of which vet for quality.

And finally, back to the journal’s website footer. They claim the journal is, quote, “under the monitoring of world’s reputed indexing organizations like ISI, Scopus and PubMed.” All three of these sources are well known databases that vet their content for quality, and we have access to Scopus and PubMed at EIU, but in checking those two resources, I couldn’t find the Journal of Geography and Earth Sciences listed. We don’t have access to ISI Web of Science at Eastern (and to confuse matters, ISI might refer either to the former Institute for Scientific Information, now called ISI Web of Science or ISI Web of Knowledge or more accurately Web of Science by Clarivate—This is the one I’m familiar with, and it is a well-reputed journal index. Or that ISI might be in reference to the International Scientific Indexing tool, which is freely accessible online and is not a reputable ranking instrument; the confusion here again obfuscates the intent—As an aside, the Journal of Geography and Earth Sciences is also not listed in this ISI tool, anyway). All signs are pointing to fraud with this journal.

http://jgesnet.com/
https://unsplash.com/@impatrickt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/Oaqk7qqNh_c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Evaluating academic journals

◆ Did the journal solicit you?
◆ Are you familiar with the journal?

◆ Google search the journal and publisher
◆ Are there reports of fraudulent activity?

◆ Look for additional red flags
◆ On the journal’s website
◆ Who is on the editorial board?

◇ Do you know anyone on the board?
◇ Names may be used without permission

◆ Reach out to colleagues in your field
◆ Are they familiar with the journal?
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Here’s a quick checklist of things to consider as you evaluate a journal (and its publisher) for credibility:
Did the journal solicit you? Are you familiar with the journal?
Use Google to search the journal title and publisher. Is there evidence of people being scammed?
You might find other red flags on the journal’s website, as we saw today. (If you’re not sure, ask a librarian! That’s how I became aware of the Journal of Geography and Earth Sciences—someone in your department had questions, and we were able to work together to evaluate this journal.) Check the editorial board—Do you recognize any names? Beware that scholar’s names have been used and continue to be used without their permission.
Ask your colleagues or faculty advisor. Are they familiar with the journal? Journals’ reputations precede them. If a journal is unknown, it may be predatory.



Evaluating academic journals: additional tools

https://thinkchecksubmit.org
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In addition to the questions we just reviewed, there are online tools to help you evaluate journals and publishers.

Think. Check. Submit. has been developed by a coalition of scholarly publishers and associations to help authors in the evaluation process. They have a detailed checklist of questions you can consider when evaluating journals and publishers. You can use their online version, or they have a downloadable checklist, as well.

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Evaluating academic journals: additional tools

Shall possess:

◆ Peer review process

◆ Governing body

◆ Editorial team & contact 
info

◆ Unique journal name

Clearly described:

◆ Author fees

◆ Copyright

◆ Research misconduct 
process

◆ Ownership & 
Management

◆ Website

◆ Conflicts of interest

◆ Access methods

◆ Revenue sources

◆ Advertising policy

◆ Publishing schedule

◆ Archiving plan

◆ Direct marketing 
activities
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Principles of Transparency in Scholarly Publishing
from the Open Access Scholarly Publishing Association

https://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Open Access Scholarly Publishing Association, which is a community of organizations engaged in open scholarship, has developed 16 principles of transparency in scholarly publishing, summarized in the bullets on the projected slide. I include the principles here not in an attempt to overwhelm you with text, but more to serve as a launching point if you would like to learn more from their webpage where they eloquently lay out and explain each principle.

We have looked at topics relating directly to some of these principles already, such as identifying the journal’s editorial board and its members (point to slide), and assessing the journal’s website (point to slide), looking for where the journal is indexed as a way of knowing how to access its contents (point to slide).

https://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing/


Evaluating academic journals: additional tools

Journal Guide — www.journalguide.com
◆ Basic info about journals and publishers
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SCImago Journal Rank — www.scimagojr.com
◆ Metrics to inform you on journal reach and impact

Directory of Open Access Journals — https://doaj.org
◆ Vetted index of open access journals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’ll close out the portion of my presentation on evaluating journals by highlighting three additional tools that can assist you in your evaluation process.

JournalGuide is a service developed by Research Square, an independent company based in Durham NC, that aims to facilitate the publication process for authors. JournalGuide provides basic information about journals and publishers. As a side note, you can also search JournalGuide by title or abstract to discover journals that have already published articles on similar topics to what you have searched on.

SCImago Journal Rank is a freely available listing of journals that have been vetted for inclusion in Elsevier’s article database Scopus. You can limit this list by broad subject area or narrower subject category, as well as by region or country of publication. The list provides quantitative metrics about each journal, including the number of documents they publish per year and the number of times their documents—which, generally, are articles—are cited each year. This can help give you a sense of the reach of the journal and the impact that articles published in the journal may have.

The Directory of Open Access Journals assesses the broad array of open access journals for inclusion in their index. If you have been solicited by, or are considering publishing in an open access journal, you might want to check that the journal is indexed in this directory. The DOAJ includes descriptive information about each journal, as well as information about publishing with each journal.

https://www.journalguide.com/
https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://doaj.org/


(YOUR) AUTHOR RIGHTS
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Let’s move next to consider your author rights. Let’s face it, by the time you’ve gotten to the point of having a manuscript ready for submission to a journal and gone through peer review, you are ready to get that baby published. Your rights as an author may be last on your list of priorities. But you do have power over where you publish and what rights you can retain as author.



Author agreements
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Once your manuscript is accepted by a journal, you will be required to sign an author agreement, which has been drafted by the journal publisher, and often transfers copyright fully to the publisher, which will restrict your later use of your own work, including reuse of the work in your teaching and further research. Contracts very often restrict the dissemination of your work, which may reduce the impact of said work if those wanting access to it can’t get it due to paywalls. It’s an equity issue. (But publishers need to maintain their profits year after year for their shareholders.)

https://unsplash.com/@impatrickt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/Oaqk7qqNh_c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Author rights: tools you can use

Sherpa Romeo — www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
14

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just like for evaluating journals and publishers, there are online tools available for you as an author to learn how your work may be accessible following publication.

Sherpa Romeo provides information about publisher policies related to online sharing (also known as “archiving”) of works published in most journals. Policies vary depending on the version you want to share, whether it’s the final published version (highlight on screen), the accepted version (highlight—after peer review but before final formatting by the publisher), or the submitted version (highlight—before peer review). Individual journal websites should also provide this information, and it’s best practice to check the journal’s website for the most up-to-date information.

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Author rights: tools you can use

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights
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SPARC is a non-profit organization that advocates for open and equitable research and education systems. They have developed an Author Addendum that you can use to modify any publisher’s author agreement. You can access the full addendum from their website.

I will reiterate the reality of the research and publication process: By the time you’re at the point of having a manuscript ready for submission to a journal and have undergone the peer review process and have revised your paper, you are also ready to be done. You might not have interest in or energy for seeking modifications to your author agreement. That’s okay. I certainly have published without attempting to modify my author agreement. Most important is that you know your options.

One such option is to seek out quality open access journals, and ideally those that don’t have author fees, and publish with them, if such options exist in your field and subdisciplines. Much of the work of publishing is done for free by academics, anyway. I personally serve as a column editor for one journal in my field, a copyeditor for another, and a peer reviewer for a third. I’m sure many faculty in the room right now hold or have held similar roles. I don’t get a dime for any of this work from the publishers. (And fortunately, two of the journals I give my time to are open access.)

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights


Author rights: tools you can use

https://thekeep.eiu.edu
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Todd Bruns
Scholarly Communications Librarian
tabruns@eiu.edu
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If you would like assistance navigating your options, please feel welcome to reach out to me, as your subject liaison, or Todd Bruns, our Head of Scholarly Communications and keeper of The Keep, our institutional repository. We welcome submissions to The Keep, which is search engine optimized. Your published work can be made discoverable and accessible to people worldwide. With The Keep, you can choose to post a citation and link to your work on the publisher’s website, or you can post the full text document, so long as either you have published with a journal that allows posting a version of your article to an institutional repository, or you have negotiated those terms in your author agreement. You can also post multimedia and other file format types—such as data files—to The Keep, as well.

https://thekeep.eiu.edu/


Thank you
Questions?
Kirstin Duffin
Research Support Librarian
Science & Math Liaison
kduffin@eiu.edu
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for your time and this opportunity to present information about evaluating journals and knowing your author rights. If there are questions at this time, I will happily address them. Please also feel welcome to reach out to me at any future time with questions or curiosities.

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
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