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EMPLOYMENT 
 Syracuse University College of Law 
 Associate Professor, 2005-Present 
   
 Visiting Professorships 
  Hofstra Law School, 2009-2010 
  New York Law School, Spring 2009 
  Fordham Law School, Fall 2008 
 
 Hughes Hubbard & Reed, LLP, New York, NY   
  Associate, 2004-2005 
 
 
COURSES 

Family Law, Trusts & Estates, Constitutional Law (Individual Rights), 
Adoption Law, Law & Popular Culture, Law & Sexuality  

 
 
EDUCATION 
 University of Michigan, M.A., Ph.D. Political Theory, (2004) 
  Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship, 2003-2004 
  Rackham Merit Fellowship, 1996-2002 
 
 University of Pennsylvania Law School, J.D, 2002 

Symposium Editor, Journal of Constitutional Law, 2001-2002  
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma Higher Education Award, 1999-2000  
Equal Justice Foundation Award, Penn Law, 2002, 2001 
 

 Duke University, B.A., Public Policy, 1994 
  Seminole Nation of Oklahoma College Award, 1993  
  Jack Neely Scholarship, 1991 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Books and Book Chapters 
 LOVING IN A "POST-RACIAL" WORLD: RETHINKING RACE, SEX AND MARRIAGE 

Kevin Noble Maillard and Rose Cuizon Villazor, eds.  (final copy sent to editor, 
Cambridge University Press, 2012) 

 
 Redwashing History: Tribal Anachronisms in the Seminole Nation Cases 
 in THE INDIAN CIVIL RIGHTS ACT AT FORTY (UCLA Press, 2011) 
 A View of a Will: Miscegenation, Inheritance, and Family in Civil War-Era Charleston  

in FAMILY VALUES IN THE OLD SOUTH (Univ. of Florida Press, 2010)  



 

 
 The T’aint of Taint: Memory and the Denial of Mixed Race in the U.S. 
 (Ph.D dissertation, University of Michigan, 2004) 
 
Legal Periodicals 

Rethinking Children as Property: The Transitive Family 
32 CARDOZO L. REV. 225 (2010) 
 
The Color of Testamentary Freedom 
62 SMU L. REV. 101 (2009) 
 
The Multiracial Epiphany 
76 FORDHAM L. REV. 2709 (2008) 
 
The Anatomy of Grey: A Theory of Interracial Convergence (with Janis McDonald)  
26 LAW & INEQUALITY 305 (2008)  
 
Redwashing History: Tribal Anachronisms in the Seminole Nation Cases 
1 FREEDOM CTR. J. 96 (2008) (symposium) 
 
The Pocahontas Exception: American Indians and Exceptionalism in Antimiscegenation Law 

 12 MICH. J. RACE & L. 107 (2007) 
 

Parental Ratification: Legal Manifestations of Cultural Authenticity in Cross-Racial Adoption 
28 AMERICAN INDIAN L. REV. 107 (2003) 
 
Other 
Review, Bernie Jones, Fathers of Conscience: Mixed Race Inheritance in the Antebellum 
South, LAW AND HISTORY REVIEW (FORTHCOMING 2012) 
 
Review, Robert A. Williams, Jr., Like a Loaded Weapon: The Rehnquist Court, Indian 
Rights, and the Legal Theory of Racism in America, LAW AND HISTORY REVIEW (2007) 

 
“Foreword: Native Americans and the Constitution”  
5 JOURNAL OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 219 (2003) 
 

Newspapers 

 “Define Real Indians,’” Room for Debate, NEW YORK TIMES, Sept 16, 2011 

“It’s Not a Trade School,” Room for Debate, NEW YORK TIMES, July 25, 2011 

“Rejecting the Real Family,” Room for Debate, NEW YORK TIMES, June 29, 2011 

 

 



 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

Evaluating Teaching Evaluations 
Faculty Development Workshop, LatCrit, San Diego (10/11) 
 
Rethinking Tribal Sovereignty and Race 
Race and Sovereignty Conference, UCLA (3/11) 
 
Meet the Author: Loving in a Post-Racial World 
Michigan State University College of Law (2/11) 
 
Race and Adoption 
University of South Carolina Race & the Family workshop (10/10) 
 
The Ideology of Sovereignty 
Michigan State Law School Indigenous Law Conference (10/10) 
 
Real Fathers (presenter) 
Redefining Transracial Adoption (moderator) 
National POC Legal Scholarship Conference, Seton Hall Law School, NJ (9/10)  
 
Children in Crisis  
SEALS, Palm Beach, FL (8/10)   
 
Children as Property  
Law and Society Association, Chicago IL (5/10) 
 
Children as Property 
Association for the Study of Law, Culture, and the Humanities, Providence, RI (3/10) 
 
Children as Property 
Junior Faculty Workshop, Hofstra Law School (3/10) 
 
The Sovereign Family 
Faculty Workshop, University of Richmond Law School (3/10) 
 
The Politics of Skin Color  
2010 Civil Rights Lecture, Hofstra University (2/10) 
 
Historical Antecedents to Loving v. Virginia 
Panel Chair, LatCrit Washington, DC (10/09) 
 
The Paradox of Sovereignty 
Raven Lecture, Henderson Center for Social Justice, Berkeley, CA (3/09) 
 
Engaging Santa Clara v. Pueblo in the Context of Race 
AALS San Diego, CA (1/09) 
 



 

Questioning Sovereignty 
Junior Faculty Workshop, Lewis & Clark Law School (6/08) 
 
Marriage is for White People 
Cardozo Conference for Junior Family Law Scholars (6/08) 
 
The Human Rights Hierarchy 
Commentator, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC 
(4/08) 
 
Panel Chair and Presenter, Deviance, Association for Law Culture and Humanities, San 
Francisco (3/08) 
 
The Multiracial Epiphany 
New York University Law School, Multiracial Students Association (2/08) 
 
The Ethics of Sovereignty 
Colloquium on Law and Citizenship, Southern Methodist University, TX (1/08) 
 
The Multiracial Epiphany 
Forty Years of Loving: Confronting Issues of Race, Sexuality and the Family in the 
Twentieth Century, Fordham University, NY (pres. 11/07) 
 

 "There Are No Black Indians": Native American Nations and the Crisis of Identity 
 Reconstructions: Historical Consciousness and Critical Transformation 
 University of Cincinnati, OH (pres. 10/07) 

 
Marriage is Good for the Community": Utopias and Plural Relationships in the Oneida Community  
LatCrit XII, Miami, FL (pres. 10/2007) 
 
Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird: Law and Collective Memory in Faulkner and Chesnutt 
Rights, Ethics, Law & Literature Colloquium, School of Law, Swansea, Wales (7/2007) 
 
The Vanderbilt Wedding: Gender, Power, and Marriage in the Gilded Age 
Gender Unbound: Keele University, Staffordshire, UK (7/2007) 

  
 African Children as the New Black: The Increasing Cachet of International Adoption 
 Law and Society Association, Humboldt University, Berlin (7/2007) 

 
Red-washing History: Tribal Anachronisms in the Freedmen Cases 
International Indigenous Citizenship Conference 
Syracuse University (4/2007) 
 
The Freedmen Cases: Tribal Sovereignty at the Tipping Point 
Federal Bar Association Indian Law Conference 
Albuquerque, NM (4/2007) 
 



 

Anything but the Dark Continent: The Absence of Africa in International Adoption 
Syracuse University Lubin House Lecture; NY, NY (4/2007) 
 
Junior Faculty Roundtable  
The New Realism: The Next Generation of Scholarship in Federal Indian Law 
University of California at Berkeley (10/2006) 
 
Loving in Presidential Perspective 
Loving by Law: 40 Years Since Loving v. Virginia 
Henderson Center and the California Law Review, Berkeley (10/2006) 
 
Tribal Citizenship Determinations: Past, Present, and Future 
Tribal Law and Government Conference 
University of Kansas School of Law (10/2006) 
 
The Culture of Passing, Assimilation, Equal Treatment, and the Black/White Dichotomy in the U.S. 
(with Janis McDonald)  
Too Pure an Air: Law and the Quest for Freedom, Justice, and Equality 
University of Gloucestershire, U.K. (7/2006) 
 
The Interracial Cathexis: Cultural Fixations on Miscegenation in a Post-Loving Era 
Too Pure an Air: Law and the Quest for Freedom, Justice, and Equality 
University of Gloucestershire, U.K. (7/2006) 
 
Understanding the Indian Child Welfare Act 
Syracuse University, Family Law and Social Policy Center (4/2006) 
 
Fighting the Recognition Battle 
Indian Country Law Conference 
Miccosukee Tribe of Florida (2/2006) 
 
Regardless of Africa: International Adoption and Parental Preference 
Conference on Adoption and Culture, University of Tampa (10/2005) 
 
Open Adoption 
Dunbar Association, Inc., Syracuse, NY (10/2005) 
 
To Undo What Has Been Done: Miscegenation and Inheritance in In Re Remley 
American Society for Legal History; Cincinnati, OH (10/2005) 
 
Public Purity and Private Amalgamation: How Antimiscegenation Law Facilitates Cultural Amnesia 
Law and Society, Chicago, IL (2004) 
 
Black Indian Blood: Competing Memories in the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race, Columbia University (2004) 
 
In Guing Witnesse: Public Debates of Interracial Memory 

 Political Theory Workshop, University of Michigan (2004) 



 

 
On Indian Parameters: The Academic Paradox of the Urban Mixblood Scholar 
Pathways: A Graduate Conference on American Indian Studies, Yale University (2004) 

 
American Icons and Miscegenation 
Austrian Association for American Studies, Graz, Austria (2003) 
 
Secrets of Miscegenation Amongst U.S. Presidents 
Ford Foundation Fellows Conference, San Juan, PR (2003) 
 
Wills, Women, and Wisteria: E.M. Forster and the Jurisprudence of Aesthetics 
American Culture Association, New Orleans, LA (2003) 
 
A Shocking Mesalliance: Narrative Authority and Legal Prescription in Charles Chesnutt 
American Culture Association, New Orleans, LA (2003) 
 

 Assimilating the Indian Gentleman: Paradoxical Uses of Property 
 Association for the Study of Law, Culture, and the Humanities, Philadelphia, PA (2002) 
  
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 Kaplan/PMBR Bar Lecturer, 2008-Present 
 Alternatives to Marriage Project, Board Member 2009-Present 
 Association for Law, Culture, and Humanities, Board Member 2007-2009 
 American Association of Law Schools, Section on Family Law, 2006-Present 

American Association of Law Schools, Law & Anthropology, Exec. Committee 2006-
Present 

 Indigenous Nations and Peoples Law, SSRN, Co-editor, 2006-Present 
 LatCrit, Junior Faculty Development Workshop Planning Committee, 2008-Present 
 
 


