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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS             
         
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, BOSTON, MA.     2010- 

Associate Professor      
Courses:  Introduction to Intellectual Property, Patents, 
Copyright, Bioproperty Seminar                                      

DREXEL UNIVERSITY, EARLE MACK SCHOOL OF LAW, Philadelphia, PA.     2009-10 
Associate Professor 
Courses:  Patents, Property I and II, Bioproperty Seminar 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, Cambridge, MA.        2008-09 
 Berger-Howe Visiting Fellow in Legal History 

 
EDUCATION                                                                 

  
HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Cambridge, MA.    Ph.D, History of Science.   2009   

Dissertation:   Body Banks:  A History of Milk Banks, Blood Banks, and  
Sperm Banks in the United States.  

Honors:  Harvard University Certificate of Distinction in Teaching   2005 
Robinson Prize, Society for the History of Technology   2008 
Finalist, Kroos Prize for Best Dissertation in Business History  2011  

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA - BERKELEY SCHOOL OF LAW, Berkeley, CA.    J.D.    1992 
Honors &: Order of the Coif 
Activities: Articles Editor, California Law Review 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA – BERKELEY, Berkeley, CA.  M.A. in biochemistry.   1988 

YALE UNIVERSITY, New Haven, CT.   B.S. cum laude, mol. biology & biophysics.  1987 
 
JUDICIAL CLERKSHIPS                                                 
 
THE HONORABLE CECIL F. POOLE 
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT 
San Francisco, CA.          1993-94 

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM H. ORRICK, JR. 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco, CA.            1992-93 
 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS, BOOK REVIEWS AND WORKS IN PROGRESS            
 
“Adultery by Doctor:  Artificial Insemination, 1890-1945,” 87 CHICAGO-KENT L. REV. 101(2012). 



  Swanson, Page 2 

“Test Tube Babies at Mid-Century:  The Iowa Origins of the Sperm Bank,” forthcoming, THE 

ANNALS OF IOWA, 2012 (peer reviewed). 

“Getting a Grip on the Corset:  Gender, Sexuality and Patent Law,” 23 YALE J. L. & 

FEMINISM 57 (2011) - Winner, Association of America Law Schools’ New Voices in 
Gender Studies Paper Competition (2010). 

“Food and Drug Law as Intellectual Property Law:  Historical Reflections,” 2011 
WISCONSIN L. REV. 331 (2011). 

“Authoring an Invention:  Nineteenth-Century American Law and Patent Authorship,” in 
Mario Biagioli, Peter Jaszi, and Martha Woodmansee, eds., Making and Unmaking 
Intellectual Property:  Creative Production in Legal and Cultural Perspective.  
University of Chicago Press, 2011 (peer reviewed).   

Review of WORKING KNOWLEDGE:  EMPLOYEE INNOVATION AND THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, 
1800-1830 (by CATHERINE FISK), 1 IP LAW BOOK REV. 1 (2010). 

“A Secret Path to Modernity” (Review of THE MODERN PERIOD:  MENSTRUATION IN TWENTIETH-
CENTURY AMERICA, by LARA FREIDENFELDS), 34 ENDEAVOR (2010). 

“The Emergence of the Professional Patent Practitioner,” 50 TECH. & CULTURE 519 (2009)(peer 
reviewed). 

“Human Milk as Technology and Technologies of Human Milk:  Medical Imaginings in the 
Early 20th Century United States,” 37 WOMEN’S STUD. Q. 21 (2009)(peer reviewed). 

“Biotech in Court:  A Legal Lesson on the Unity of Science,” 37 SOC. STUD. SCI. 357 
(2007)(peer reviewed). 

“The Administration of Genius:  Resituating the Patent Bargain,” article in progress. 

“Patents and Abortion:  The Politics of Life in the US Patent Office,” article in progress. 
 
GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, WORKSHOPS AND RESEARCH CLUSTERS  
 
Bodies/Embodiment Collaborative Research Cluster    2010-12 

Co-sponsored by Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies 
Program, Northeastern University and the Centre for Gender 
Research, Uppsala University 

Iowa State Historical Society Research Grant     2010 

Junior Scholars Workshop, Law and Society Association   2010 

Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellow      2008-2009 

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellow    2005-2008 

Graduate Writing Fellow Harvard University     2005 
 
SELECTED INVITED PAPERS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS                                                                 
 
Invited speaker, Chilled to the Marrow:  Compensating Tissue & Organ Donors after Flynn v. 

Holder.  Earle Mack School of Law, Drexel University, April 2012. 
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Patents, Politics and Abortion, Innovation Workshop.  New York University Law School, 
March, 2012 (invited paper). 

Adultery by Doctor:  Artificial Insemination, 1890-1945, Legal History Workshop.  University of 
Virginia School of Law, March, 2012 (invited paper). 

Patents and Abortion, Intellectual Property Workshop.  University of Michigan School of 
Law, February, 2012 (invited paper). 

Patent Law and Abortion Politics: A Historical Analysis, Feminist Legal Theory Collaborative 
Research Network Conference, George Washington School of Law, January, 2012. 

Reproductive Medicine in the Legal Shadows:  Artificial Insemination, 1890-1945, Legal 
History Workshop. Boston University School of Law, November, 2011 (invited paper). 

Patents and Abortion Politics, Conference on Law and Society Perspectives on IP Law and 
Policy.  The IP Law Center at the Golden Gate University School of Law, November 
2011 (invited paper). 

Reproductive Medicine in the Legal Shadows:  Artificial Insemination, 1890-1945, Women’s 
Legal History:  A Global Perspective.  Chicago-Kent Institute for Law and the 
Humanities and Chicago-Kent Law Review, October 2011 (invited paper). 

Invited comments, Cultural Commons Workshop.  New York University Law School, 
September 2011. 

‘Adultery by Doctor’:  Law and the Treatment of Infertility in the Twentieth Century United 
States, American Association for the History of Medicine. Philadelphia, PA, May 2011. 

A History of Milk Banks, Blood Banks and Sperm Banks in the Twentieth-Century United 
States, Kroos Prize Panel, Business History Conference.  St. Louis, MO, April 2011. 

Bottled Milk:  A History of Milk Banking in the United States, Epidemiology Conference, Dept 
of Neonatology, Beth Israel Deaconness Hospital.  Boston, MA, Feb. 2011 (invited 
speaker). 

Patenting the Female Form:  Gender, Inventor Identity and Authority in the Nineteenth-
Century United States, Managing Knowledge in the Techno-Sciences, 1850-2000. 
University of Leeds, UK, July 2010. 

A Merry Widow:  Egbert v. Lippman and the Corset as Patented Technology, invited paper:   

- New England Intellectual Property Law Colloquium.  Suffolk University Law School, 
Boston, MA, March 2010 (invited paper). 

- IP/Gender 7th Annual Symposium.  American University School of Law.  Washington, 
DC, April, 2010 (invited paper). 

- American Society for Legal History.  Philadelphia, PA, November 2010. 

- New Voices in Gender Scholarship.  American Association of Law Schools, San 
Francisco, CA, January 2011 (selected by blind peer review). 

Plenary speaker.  Third International Congress on Donor Human Milk Banking, “100 Years of 
Milk Banking in North America: Looking Back, Reaching Forward.”  Cambridge, MA, 
April, 2010.  
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Invited speaker.  “Making Motherhood:  The New Politics of Reproductive Technologies.”  
D3 Roundtable, Women’s Studies, College of Arts & Sciences, Drexel University, 
Philadelphia, PA, January, 2010. 

Invited speaker. “Technologies.”  Center for the Study of Women and Society, CUNY-
Manhattan, Graduate Center and Feminist Press.  New York, NY, November 2009. 

Invited comments, “Tangibles of Intangibles:  Patent Models and the Making of Intellectual 
Property Law.”  Collection for Historical Scientific Instruments, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA, May 2009. 

Mother’s Milk without Mother’s Body:  A History of the Late 20th Century Milk Bank, 14th 
Berkshire Conference on Women’s History.  Twin Cities, Minnesota, June, 2008. 

The Bureaucracy of Genius: The Role of the Clerk in the American Patent System, presented 
at: 

 - Legal History Colloquium, Harvard Law School, October, 2008. 

- Workshop on Science and Technology Studies and Intellectual Property Law, 
Stanford Law School and University of California, Berkeley Law School, Napa Valley, 
CA, May, 2008. 

 - Techniques of Ownership Conference, Cornell Law School and London School of 
Economics, London, July, 2007. 

Human Milk as Technology and Technologies of Human Milk:  Milk Banking in the Twentieth 
Century United States, Society for the History of Technology.  Washington, D.C., 
October, 2007 (awarded Robinson Prize for best presentation). 

Milking Mothers for Medicine:  Doctors and the Dairy Industry, American Association for the 
History of Medicine.  Montreal, Quebec, May, 2007.  

Scientific Men, Working Ladies, and the Inventive Community in the Antebellum Patent 
Office, History of Science Society.  Vancouver, British Columbia, November, 2006. 

Professionalizing Ghostwriting:  Patents and the Authorship of Invention in the Nineteenth 
Century United States, “Con/Texts of Invention.” Case Western Reserve University 
School of Law, Cincinnati, Ohio, April, 2006. 

Courtroom Views of Academic Science:  A Biotech Patent Trial, History of Science Society.  
Minneapolis, Minnesota, November, 2005. 

‘All Scientists are Knaves’:  Transforming a Scientific Result into a Commercial Invention 
through Patent Law, presented at:  

-Institute of Biology, University of Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland, December, 2004. 

-Symposium on Science and the Creation of Value, Uppsala University, Uppsala, 
Sweden, December, 2004. 

 
LEGAL EXPERIENCE                                 

DECHERT, LLP, Boston, MA and Princeton, NJ     1994 - 2003 
  Associate: Experience in multiple aspects of intellectual property law, including 

drafting and prosecuting patents, and preparing patent non-infringement 
and invalidity opinions; drafting and negotiating technology licenses and 
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development, research, manufacturing, and distribution agreements; 
advising biotech and computer services and software start-ups on 
protection of intellectual property; and drafting and negotiating software 
and internet-related agreements and licenses; as well as experience in 
general commercial and mass tort litigation. 

 
BAR ADMISSIONS AND PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND SERVICE                               

Bar  
Admissions:    Massachusetts, New Jersey (retired), Patent  
 
Affiliations:  American Bar Association 
  Law and Society Association 
  American Association of Law Schools 
  Society for the History of Technology 
  American Association for the History of Medicine  

 American Historical Association 
 American Society for Legal History 
 

Service: Faculty Advisor, JD/MS in music industry program   2011- 
 Judicial Clerkship Committee      2010-11 
 Coordinator, Junior Faculty Working Group    2010- 
 Peer reviewer, Science, Technology and Human Values   
 Peer reviewer, Technology & Culture 
 Peer reviewer, Women’s Studies Quarterly 
 Peer reviewer, Journal of Women’s History 
 Co-founder, Working Group on Commodification, Technology 
  and Gender, Drexel University     2010 
 Annual Meeting Organizing Committee, American Society  
  for Legal History       2010-11 
 Coordinator, Legal History Colloquium, Harvard Law School   2008-09 
 Co-coordinator, Ivory Tower Working Group, Graduate 
  School of Arts and Sciences, Harvard University   2005-07 
 Coordinator, Life Sciences/Environmental Sciences 
  Working Group, History of Science Department, 
  Harvard University       2006-07 
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