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Nipshemni diabase and the basalt rock,
Ihmjm&mumlndlmdﬁ
is from there that most of the output of
the mine comes.

Later d“'i“!.’;:l,g visit | was fortungte

to be to go underground.

After being :qumwilhlmthlhll.
acetylene lamp, coat and boots 1
descended the shaft. The silver occurs in
thin calcite veins sometimes native but
more often thinly disseminated throu
out the rock or with cobaltite or smaltite.
The metal is mined by ing, that is,
they drill up and then blast down and
carry the ore away in cars. b

Thru the ki of the mine man-
ager, 1 was allowed to the mine
and ore piles. I was able to secure some
nl'llerF:nl specimens of leaf silver, mas-
sive silver, hollandite, st ite, cobalt-
ite, smaltite, niccolite and several other
minerals,

Collacting Fousils st Wabl

From Cobalt we went north to New
Lisekard a distance of ten or twelve miles,
There we went out to the tip of Wabi or
Dawson's Point, a short piece of land
protruding into lxke‘rinﬁ;ﬂning. Under

he m;miling limestone cliffs, we col-
lected fossil corals chiefly of the Silurian
Age. These cliffs are very interesting for
they consist partly of the so-called litho-
graphic limestone an extremely smooth
stone used for lithography. | sent my col-
lection back to the m-si:L which 1
attend so that;it may be possible to check
on the extent of Inland Sea which
once existed there during Geologic Time
Silurian time).
(probably b )

We now continued north thru Engle-
hart, Winston (Swastikd), and Cochrane.
From Cochrane we travelled north to
Coral Rapids by train. It was our only al-
ternative since there are no roads north
of Cochrane. The train was quite an
experience in itself. It runs north on
Tuesday and Thursday and south on Wed-
nesday and Friday. There is no schedule
and the time you arrive at your destination
depends entirely on the good will of the
train crew. The people going up on the
train were mos*ly Indians and trappers.
However we did meet one "happy" pros-
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pector who offered to fly us to the Yukor
where we could easily make our fortum
in 2 Uranium find. Nevertheless he dic
give us some I hints on identifying
native gold. It can be easily distinguishec
from iron pyrites by its feel, the
same is also true of native silver. Abow
six hours later we arrived in Coral i
The train stopped before 2 of

a watertower and one house i
to the section foremen. The whole towr
was out to us, the postmaster, ar
old imgry::ihiswifc,ﬂuumiﬂ'
h and the section foreman. Tix
woods su.llrmlmliu lﬁ:h?:kandﬂsem
consist largely of conifers interspersec
with some birch, Away from the railroac
the whole area is largely muskeg and in-
fested with insects. Thus boots and f
dope are a necessity. At the town we mei
several ogists who represented some
of the largest mining concerns in the
invited us to their camp four miles up-
stream on the Abitibi River, which paral-
lels the railroad line, (Note: All of this
area is within the Arctic Watershed, i.c.
all waters flow toward the Arctic Ocean:)
Therefore upstream is south.

Arriving at their camp the following
day, we were informed we would be
guided to the sight of the original strike
and to date the only one. We were also
a little disappointed to learn the truth
about this Uranium find. It was so vastly
different from the newspaper account.
Wherever the outcrop is exposed it causes
activity on the Geiger counter. On the
most sensitive (2M) scale the meter will
£0 off scale in most places in the vein, but
on the intermediste (10M) scale, the
readings over the vein, with the Geiger
counter resting on the outcrop are about
4 to 8 times normal. Nevertheless the
land has been staked by many min-
ing concerns and individuals for miles
around, Even the men on the train crew
have their claims.

Uranium Strike at Coral Rapids

From the ists’ camp, the claim is
only about ‘g::llﬂgz but it isp‘on the other
side of the river at the head of Otter
Rapids. Crossing the river above the



up of feldspar, mica, and
hematite. The are in poorly
formed phenocrysts of orthoclase and al-
bite, which shows all stages of replace-
ment. The mica is i

radioactivity is present in the
which the vein su
further prospecting may uncover valuable

runs be

tween .12 and .03 percent. The fact that
ites

that

to be able to visit the Sylvanite Gold
mine. The gold found in this camp is
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maostly in the combined state and is finely
disseminated throughout the rock. The
ore runs between twelve and fourteen
dollars a tom.

really represented mass
ﬁl: several w working there.

roperty i a huge crushin,
mill lI:Id a large refining plmf'ﬂn mng
shaft goes down more than 4,000 feet.
The ore occurs in large veins sometimes as
much as twelve feet across.

After being blasted out the ore is
brought to the surface where it is finely
crushed and then ground into a well di-
vided powder. This powder is then treated
with sodium cyanide solution in order to
dissolve the gold and silver. The tailings
; waste rock is then filtered off by means

huge A
fact the original Kirkland Lake has been
filled up with tailings. The
solution containing gold and silver is then
ey .n;hru finely divided zinc and the

silver are precipitated as  black
sludge. From this the metals are easily
extracted

When I came back to the mine office
after going underground I was shown

samples of native gold and was
formaluemuph to secure a specimen
containing native gold and sylvanite, a

g

the radioactivity is
due mainly to thorium,
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