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Early childhood program participation
for children staying in Philadelphia’s
family shelters during 2019.

SHELTER AND EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS

70%

of parents in shelters
with children ages o-5
discussed early
childhood programs
with shelter staff
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AREAS TO EXPLORE

Families entering

]_ Philadelphia shelters
today may be MORE
vulnerable than

families in the past
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CHILDREN IN SHELTER

ENROLLED IN AN EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM IN A HIGH QUALITY PROGRAM
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of children
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PRIMARY GOALS SUPPORTING EARLY DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTING RESILIENCE
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IMPROVE
how shelters
support early
development
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between shelters
and early childhood
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to participate

in early childhood
programs
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young children who
are homeless

early childhood
programs

care program and,
when they do, it is

Shelter staff work in
contexts of high
employee turnover,
dwindling resources,
leadership changes,
and shifts in the
population
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An initiative of
People’s Emergency Center
since 2016
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LESS LIKELY to be
high quality

Nobody knows

how many families
with young children
live doubled-up
without stable
housing of their own
in Philadelphia
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.~ Policy decision
i+ makers need to
+L.X]+ ENCOURAGE
MORE high-quality
early childhood
programs and
pathways for

families in shelter

to participate

620 preschoolers (6%)
are homeless and
attending Head Start
at the School District
of Philadelphia, a
higher rate than the
national average

267-777-5805 | bell@pec-cares.org
www.pec-cares.org/early-childhood.html
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