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EDUCATION: 

• B.S., University of Kentucky, 1969 

• J.D., University of Virginia, 1974 

• Certified Public Accountant, Kentucky, 1974  

• American Arbitration Association Mediation Training, 1994 

 

PROFESSIONAL CAREER: 

• Palmer Professor of Law, Cumberland School of Law (Jan., 1976 – 
Present) 

• Scholar In Residence, Sirote & Permutt, P.C. (May, 1986 – May, 2005) 

• Attorney, Balch & Bingham (May, 1974 – Dec., 1975)   

 

LAW COURSES REGULARLY TAUGHT: 

• Basic  and Advanced Federal Income Tax 

• Business Planning 

• Corporate Tax 

• International Tax 

• Law and Accounting 
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LAW SCHOOL TEACHING RECOGNITION: 

• Classroom teaching evaluations have always exceeded the average faculty 

evaluations at Cumberland Law School. 

• As adjunct faculty at The University of Alabama Law School, average class 

evaluations in 2005 were 4.5 and for 2006 were 4.4. 

• Received Best Teacher Award on three occasions-unequalled by any other upper 

class, i.e., nonfreshman, faculty.  

 

LAW PRACTICE PROFILE: 

• Advised clients on family business planning and succession 

• Advised clients in business acquisitions and sales 

• Advised clients on corporate structure, state and federal tax planning 

• Advised clients in international business transactions and worked closely 
with the State of Alabama in economic development activities in Europe 
and the Pacific basin. 

• Counseled clients in Korea, Scandinavia, Canada, Japan, Taiwan and 
throughout the European community. 

• Mediated disputes involving diverse legal issues 

• Professor of Taxation, Cumberland School of Law 

• Recipient of the highest rating attainable by Martindale-Hubbell 

• Listed in The Best Lawyers in America 2003-2005, by Woodward White, 
Inc. for Tax Law. 

• Member, American College of Tax Counsel 

• Member, American Bar Association Tax Section 

• Member, Alabama State Bar 

• Director, Japan America Society of Alabama 

 

PUBLICATIONS: 

• Constitutional Limits on State Taxation of Nonresident Trusts: Gavin 
Misinterprets and Misapplies McCulloch and Quill: Mississippi Law 
Journal, _________________ 

• Deductibility of Litigation Expenses by Alabama Lawyers: Journal of the 
Alabama Trial Lawyer’s Association, [to be published Fall, 2006] 

• Grantor Trusts, Trust Throwback Rules, and Their Application – or Not – 
by the States: Journal of MultiState Taxation and Incentives, August, 
2006, Volume 16, No. 5 
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• Deduction of Litigation Expenses:  Trial Lawyers v. I.R.S., Northern 
Kentucky Law Review, General Law Issue, Fall, 2000, Volume 28.  

• Unique Alabama Trust and Estate Income Tax Rules Create Traps for 
Alabama Lawyers:  Alabama Lawyer, July 1999, Volume 60. 

• Tax Considerations in Designing Stock Transfer Agreements, California 
Western Law Review, Fall, 1993, Volume 30. 

• Taxation of Personal Injury Damages:  Recommendations for Reform, 
Tennessee Law Review, Summer, 1989, Volume 56. 

• Review of TRA '86 Changes in Corporate and Personal Taxes, Alabama 
Lawyer, November, 1987, Volume 48. 

• Fragmenting Cost of Goods Sold for Accounting Accuracy and Tax Profits, 
Saint Louis University Law Journal, March, 1987, Volume 31. 

• Important Common Law Developments for Nonrecourse Notes:  Tufting It 
Out, Georgia Law Review, Fall, 1983, Volume 18. 

• Estate Planning with Recapitalizations:  Realistic Expectations, 
Cumberland Law Review, January 1982, Volume 12. 

 


