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JAMES M. DONOVAN 

 
EDUCATION 
 

2003 Loyola New Orleans School of Law 
J.D. Magna cum laude; Class Rank: 7th  
Law Review 2001-2003 

New Orleans, LA 

   
2000 Louisiana State University 

M.A. Philosophy 
Thesis title: RECONCILING ARGUMENTS 
REGARDING A SELF-PRESERVING SOUL WITH 
EVOLUTIONARY THEORY 

Baton Rouge, LA 

   
1994 Tulane University 

Ph.D. Anthropology 
Dissertation title: DEFINING RELIGION: 
DEATH AND ANXIETY IN AN AFRO-BRAZILIAN 
CULT 

New Orleans, LA 

   
1989 Louisiana State University 

M.L.I.S. 
Baton Rouge, LA 

   
1981 University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 

B.A. Humanities/Greek & Latin 
Chattanooga, TN 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

2006-pres. University of Georgia School of Law 
Alexander Campbell King Law Library 
Faculty and Access Services Librarian  

Athens, GA 

In addition to the duties below, new faculty service responsibilities 
include serving as primary service liaison between the Law Library and 
the Law School faculty, coordinator of its Current Awareness and 
Research Assistant programs, and administrator of Law School’s SSRN 
series and institutional repository, the Digital Commons. Promotion to 
Librarian IV July 2008. 
   
2003-2005 University of Georgia School of Law 

Alexander Campbell King Law Library 
Reference/Access Services Librarian 

Athens, GA 

Duties include primary responsibility for the Law Library’s circulation 



Resume of James M. Donovan, page 2 

functions which include opening and closing of the library, interlibrary 
loan and document delivery services, shared oversight of the security 
personnel, chairing the Circulation Team, supervising 3.5 
paraprofessionals, and participation on the Steering, Collection 
Development, Library Systems, and Reference Teams.  Supervisor: Ann 
Puckett, Director. 
   
1991-1996 Tulane University School of Law Library 

Librarian for Access Services 
New Orleans, LA 

Responsible for all circulation and interlibrary loan functions. Co-
coordinated, with Head of Technical Services, the implementation of the 
library’s INNOVATIVE system, including the circulation module.  
Supervised four full-time staff and forty student workers. 
   
1985-1990 Tulane University School of Law Library 

Government Documents/Microforms Dept. 
New Orleans, LA 

Duties included processing incoming GPO shipments, coordinating the 
Louisiana documents collection, providing reference service to patrons, 
and supervising student workers. 

 
 
REPRESENTATIVE PUBLICATIONS 

Complete listing with full text available at 
http://works.bepress.com/james_donovan 

 
Books: 
LEGAL ANTHROPOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTION. (AltaMira Press, 2008). 
 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND THE LAW: A RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY (Editor-in-chief).  

(Buffalo, NY: Hein, 2006). AALL Publication Series No. 74.   
 
ANTHROPOLOGY AND LAW. (Berghahn Press, 2003).  Co-author: H. Edwin  

Anderson. Reviewed at PoLAR [Political and Legal Anthropology Review] 
27(2):145-149 (2004). Paperback edition with new preface published 
2006. 

 
Articles/Chapters: 
Skating on thin intermediation: Can libraries survive? 27(2/3) LEGAL  

REFERENCE SERVICES QUARTERLY 95-116 (2008).  
 
White paper: Behind a law school’s decision to implement an institutional  

repository. (2008). Co-author: Carol A. Watson.  
 

Current awareness alerts make the internet revolve around you. 42(2) GEORGIA  
 LAW ADVOCATE 13-14 (2008). 
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Delimiting the culture defense. (2007). QUINNIPIAC LAW REVIEW [QLR] 26(1):109- 

146. Co-author: John Stuart Garth.  
 
Corporate domestic partner benefits. (2007). In DEFENDING SAME-SEX MARRIAGE,  

VOL. 1: “SEPARATE BUT EQUAL” NO MORE (Mark Strasser, ed., Westport, CT: 
Praeger), Chapter 4, pp. 81-105. 

 
 “Anticipatory self-defense” and other stories. (2005). KANSAS JOURNAL OF LAW  

AND PUBLIC POLICY 14(2):487-523. Co-author: Jeanne M. Woods. 
 
Same-sex union announcements: Whether newspapers must publish them,  

and why we should care. (2003). BROOKLYN LAW REVIEW 68(3):721-807.  
 
Rock-salting the slippery slope: Why same-sex marriage is not a commitment  

to polygamous marriage. (2002). NORTHERN KENTUCKY LAW REVIEW 
29(3):521-590.  
 

Baby steps or one fell swoop?:  The incremental extension of rights is not a  
defensible strategy. (2001). CALIFORNIA WESTERN LAW REVIEW 38(1):1-62.  

 
Do librarians deserve tenure? Casting an anthropological eye upon role 

definition within the law school. (1996). LAW LIBRARY JOURNAL 88(3):382-
401. 

 
God is as God does: Law, anthropology, and the definition of “religion.” (1995).  

SETON HALL CONSTITUTIONAL LAW JOURNAL 6(1):23-99.   
 
Patron expectations about collocation: Measuring the difference between the  

psychologically real and the really real. (1991). CATALOGING & 
CLASSIFICATION QUARTERLY 13(2):23-43. 

 
 
EXTRAMURAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
AALL, “Behind a law school’s decision to implement an institutional  
 repository,” Portland, OR, July 13, 2008 (with Carol A. Watson). 
 
CALI, “Implementing Bepress’ institutional repository solution: Two views from  

the trenches,” Baltimore, MD, June 19, 2008 (with Carol A. Watson and 
Pamela Bluh). 

 
Institute of Continuing Judicial Legal Education. “Conducting civil legal  

research for new magistrates.” Sept. 8, 2008; Sept. 17, 2007; Sept. 11, 
2006; Sept. 12, 2005; Sept 12, 2004. 
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Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia. 
   “Peaches ‘n cream: The best of Georgia electronic legal resources,” 
March 7, 2007. 
   “Why pay for it twice? How to access federal materials in the public 
domain.” March 2, 2006. 
   “Looting the federal treasure-house: The gems of government 
information,” May 13, 2005. 
   “Federal resources from the three branches,” May 2004. 

 
Association of Jesuit Colleges & Universities Law Library Directors/Middle  

Managers Luncheon. “Tenure and non-director law librarians.” July 13, 
2004.  

 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
American Anthropological Association  
American Association of Law Libraries 

• AALL LexisNexis Call for Papers Committee (2007-2010) 
o Vice-Chair (2008-2009)  
o Chair (2009-2010) 

• Social Responsibilities Special Interest Section 
o Co-Chair, Annual Book Drive (2006) 
o Editor-in-Chief, Standing Committee on Lesbian and Gay Issues 

Bibliography project  
• Academic Law Libraries Special Interest Section 

o Committee for Continuing Status and Tenure (2005; 2008-2009) 
• Southeastern Chapter (SEAALL) 

o Local Arrangements Committee (2008-2009) 
o Education and Publications Committee (2008-2009) 

 
 


