
 1

 

Howard Williams BSc MA PhD FSA 
 

WORK ADDRESS       
Department of History & Archaeology, University of Chester, Parkgate Road, 

Chester CH1 4BJ 
Tel: 01244 512161 
Email: howard.williams@chester.ac.uk 
 
EDUCATION 
2000 University of Reading PhD in Archaeology: ‘The Burnt 

Germans of the Age of Iron’: An Analysis of Early Anglo-Saxon 
Cremation Practices. 

1996  University of Reading MA in Burial Archaeology – Pass 
with Distinction  

1995  University of Sheffield BSc (Hons) in Archaeological Science 
– 1st class 

 
PROFESSIONAL HISTORY 
2010 -  Professor of Archaeology, Dept of History & Archaeology, 

University of Chester. 
2008 – 2010 Senior Lecturer in Archaeology, Dept of History & Archaeology, 

University of Chester 
2007-2008 Senior Lecturer in Archaeology, Dept of Archaeology, 

University of Exeter 
2003-2007  Lecturer in Archaeology, Department of Archaeology, 

University of Exeter 
2002-2003 Lecturer in Archaeology, School of History & Archaeology, 

Cardiff University 
1999-2002 Lecturer in Archaeology, School of Archaeology, Trinity College 
Carmarthen 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Mortuary Archaeology; Early Medieval Archaeology; Archaeologies of 
Memory; Landscape Archaeology; Historical & Contemporary Archaeology; 
Community & Public Archaeology; The History & Theory of Archaeology. 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
Books 
Williams, H. 2006. Death & Memory in Early Medieval Britain, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
 
Edited Books and Journal Special Editions 
Sayer, D. & Williams, H. (eds) 2009. Mortuary Practices & Social Identities in the 

Middle Ages: Essays in Burial Archaeology in Honour of Heinrich Härke. 
Exeter: University of Exeter Press. 306 pages. 

Effros, B. & Williams, H. 2008. Early Medieval Material Culture in the Nineteenth- 
and Twentieth-Century Imagination. Early Medieval Europe 16(1). 126 pages. 

mailto:howard.williams@chester.ac.uk


 2

 

Semple, S. & Williams, H. (eds) 2007. Early Medieval Mortuary Practices: Anglo-
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Geburtstag, Internationale Archäologie - Studia honoraria 25 Rahden: 
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archaeology, in N. Higham (ed.) Britons in Anglo-Saxon England, 
Woodbridge: Boydell, pp. 27-41. 
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(ed.) The Victorians and the Ancient World: Archaeology and Classicism in 
Nineteenth-Century Culture, Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Press, pp. 
61-80. 
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Oldenburg: Isensee, pp. 533-49. 

Williams, H. 2005. Animals, ashes & ancestors, in A. Pluskowski (ed.) Beyond 
Skin and Bones? New Perspectives on Human-Animal Relations in the 
Historical Past, Oxford: BAR International Series 1410, pp. 19-40. 

Williams, H. 2004. Assembling the dead, in A. Pantos & S. Semple (eds.) 
Assembly Places and Practices in Medieval Europe. Dublin: Four Courts 
Press, pp. 109-34. 

Williams, H. 2004. Artefacts in early medieval graves – a new perspective, in 
R. Collins & J. Gerrard (eds.) Debating Late Antiquity in Britain AD300-
700, Oxford: BAR British Series 365, pp. 89-102. 

Williams, H. 2004. Ephemeral monuments and social memory in early Roman 
Britain, in B. Croxford, H. Eckardt, J. Meade & J. Weekes (eds) TRAC 
2003: Proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual Theoretical Roman Archaeology 
Conference. Oxford: Oxbow, pp. 51-61. 

Williams, H. 2003. Introduction: The archaeology of death, memory and 
material culture, in H. Williams (ed.) Archaeologies of Remembrance. Death 
and Memory in Past Societies. New York: Kluwer/Plenum. pp. 1-24. 

Eckardt, H. & Williams, H. 2003. Objects without a past? The use of Roman 
objects in early Anglo-Saxon graves, in H. Williams (ed.) Archaeologies of 
Remembrance. Death and Memory in Past Societies. New York: 
Kluwer/Plenum. pp. 141-170. 

Williams, H. 2003. Remembering and forgetting the medieval dead, in H. 
Williams (ed.) Archaeologies of Remembrance. Death and Memory in Past 
Societies. New York: Kluwer/Plenum, pp. 227-254. 

Williams, H. 2002. Cemeteries as central places: landscape and identity in 
early Anglo-Saxon England, in B. Hårdh & L. Larsson (eds.) Central 
Places in the Migration and Merovingian Periods. Papers from the 52nd 
Sachsensymposium. Lund: Almqvist, pp. 341-362. 

Williams, H. 2002. „“The Remains of Pagan Saxondom”? studying Anglo-
Saxon cremation practices‟, in S.Lucy & A. Reynolds (eds) Burial in Early 
Medieval England and Wales. Leeds: Maney, Society of Medieval 
Archaeology Monograph Series 17, pp. 47-71. 

Williams, H.  2001. Death, memory and time: a consideration of mortuary 
practices at Sutton Hoo, in C. Humphrey & W. Ormrod (eds.) Time in the 
Middle Ages.  Woodbridge:  Boydell & Brewer.  pp. 35-71. 

Williams, H. 2001. An ideology of transformation: cremation rites and animal 
sacrifice in early Anglo-Saxon England, in. N. Price (ed.) The Archaeology 
of Shamanism.  London: Routledge. pp. 193-212. 

Williams, H. 1999. Placing the dead: investigating the location of wealthy 
barrow burials in seventh century England, in M. Rundkvist (ed) Grave 
Matters: Eight Studies of Burial Data from the first millennium AD from 
Crimea, Scandinavia and England.  Oxford: BAR International Series 781, 
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archaeology, in P. Baker, C. Forcey, S.Jundi & R. Witcher (eds). TRAC 98 
Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Theoretical Roman Archaeology Conference. 
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