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Education: 
Long Beach City College (1949-1952).
Geology major, U.C.L.A. (1952-1953).
U.S. Army (1953-1955).
B.S. Biological Sciences, California State University, Long Beach (1957).
M.A. Ichthyology, U.C.L.A. (1961).
Ph.D. Zoology, U.C.L.A. (1965). 

Employment: 
Student Assistant in Vertebrate Paleontology, Natural History Museum of Los

Angeles County (1956-1959).
Summer Assistant, California Department of Fish and Game (1962).
Teaching Assistant in Zoology Department, U.C.L.A. (1958-1962).
Assistant Professor, Biology, California State University, Long Beach (1964-

1966).
Professor, Biological Sciences, Cal Poly (1966-1994).
Associate Dean, College of Science and Mathematics, California Polytechnic

State University, San Luis Obispo, 1983-94 (duties included academic
probation/disqualification and other student affairs including minority outreach
and health professions advising).

Interim Dean, College of Science and Mathematics, Cal Poly, 1989-90
(administration of 1,500 students, 150 faculty and 40 staff).

Retired, June 15, 1994. 

Courses Taught:
Comparative Anatomy, Evolution, Functional Vertebrate Morphology, General
Biology, General Zoology, Human Anatomy, Human Muscle Anatomy,

and Ichthyology. 
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Academic Awards: 
Distinguished Teaching Award, Cal Poly (1977).
Cal Poly's nominee for Outstanding Professor Award, California State University

System (1977 and again in 1978).
Outstanding Faculty Award for Student Academic Services, Cal Poly (1986). 

Research Activities: 
Interest: vertebrate paleontology (local fossils and paleoichthyology, especially

billfishes) and vertebrate anatomy.
Special affiliation: Research Associate in vertebrate paleontology, Natural

History Museum of Los Angeles County (1968-present).
Publications: 29 in paleontology, 5 in vertebrate anatomy, 7 in ichthyology, and 1

in ornithology. 

Scientific Collecting Trips, Major Study Trips, and Research Leaves:
Collecting vertebrate fossils in Permian deposits of Arizona, New Mexico, and

Utah (1959).
Tuna research cruise-San Diego, CA to Costa Rica and return (1963).
Sabbatical leave to study fish fossils in the Natural History Museums of Brussels,

London, Paris, and Verona (1975).
Collection of marlin fossil and geological exploration in Northern Luzon,

Philippines (1980).
Scientist at Hawiian International Billfish Tournament, Kona, HI (1981, 1983,

1985, 1988).
Sabbatical leave to study fish fossils at Smithsonian Institution and British

Museum (1993).
Scientist at Bacardi Rum Billfish Tournament, Bimini, Bahamas (1994).
Scientist at Bisbee Black and Blue Marlin Tournament, Cabo San Lucas, Baja

California Sur, Mexico (1995).
Museum study trips during 1995: New York City and Washington (DC); during

2000: London, Paris, Pittsburgh, Verona, Vienna, and Washington (DC);
during 2001: Charleston; during 2002: Munich and Paris. 

Membership in Scholarly Societies:
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology.
Southern California Academy of Sciences 

Research Grants: 
Society of Sigma Xi for "Fish Studies in Morro Bay, California" (1968).
National Geographic Society for "Collection of fossil marlin and geological

exploration in Northern Luzon, Philippines" (1980). 
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Community Service:

Publications: 

Air Pollution Control Hearing Board of San Luis Obispo County (1973-2003);
chairman (1991-2003).

Central Coast Biological Society, founding member and member of Steering
Committee (1986-present).

Mardi Gras Parade and Ball, Awards chair (1982-86). 
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Tertiary Research 10(1):13-19.

Fierstine, H. L. 1990. A paleontological review of three billfish families
(Istiophoridae, Xiphiidae, and Xiphiorhynchidae), pp. 11-19 in R. H. Stroud 
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Frazier, J. G., H. L. Fierstine. S. C. Beavers, F. Achaval, H. Suganuma, R. L.
Pitman, Y. Yamaguchi, and C. Ma Prigioni. 1994. Impalement of marine
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(Late Pliocene), Italy, and their comparison with the extant swordfish.
Bollettino del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Verona 31:43-49. 

Fierstine, H.L., A. F. Bannikov, and K. A. Monsch. 2008. A new species of the
extinct billfish genus Palaeorhynchus (Perciformes, Xiphioidei,
Palaeorhynchidae) from the late early Eocene of Bolca in northern Italy.
Miscellanea Paleontologica, no. 9, Studi e Ricerche sui Giacimenti Terziari  di 
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