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Professor Burleson has an LL.M. in International Law from the London School of Economics (LSE) 
and is a Fulbright Senior Specialist. She began participating in the treaty negotiation process at 
the United Nations in 1991 during proceedings for the United Nations Conference on the 
Environment and Development and helped draft the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), Agenda 21, and the Rio Declaration. She has written reports for the 
United Nations and delivered presentations at United Nations conferences. Focusing on emerging 
International Law, Professor Burleson has been an advisor to UNICEF's Senior Advisor for the 
Environment and to the New York Director of UNEP. She has also written reports for UNESCO 
and UNDP. A particular focus has been placed on design, development and implementation of 
human rights and environmental programs. She was a member of the UNICEF delegation to the 
Bali Climate Conference; worked with the NWF and UNEP delegations to the Copenhagen 
Climate Conference and with the IUCN and ASIL delegations to the Cancun and Durban Climate 
Conferences. Professor Burleson has also conducted legal research for Amnesty International's 
London-based International Secretariat and New York-based research division. She teaches at 
Pace Law School. As a National University of Singapore Centre for International Law Senior 
Visiting Fellow, she researched energy and water security. She has taught Public International 
Law, Energy Law, International Environmental Law, UN Law, Human Rights and Environmental 
Law, International Law and China, Property Law, Water Law, and Environmental Law. She also 
teaches Energy Law at the University of Connecticut School of Law, and International Trade and 
the Environment as a Fulbright Senior Specialist. Professor Burleson has taught tribal water and 
energy law at USD School of Law and has been a visiting law professor at Florida State University 
and the University of Oregon. 
 

EDUCATION: 
 

• London School of Economics, LLM (International Law) 2004  
    ICJ Justice Greenwood - Thesis Advisor 
• University of Connecticut School of Law, JD 1999 
   (Leiden University, Faculty of Law, EU Program, The Netherlands 1997) 
• Colby College, BA 1996 Major: Economics; Minors: 1. Education; 2. Science, Tech. & Society  
   (School for International Training, Mexico fall 1994) & (University of New South Wales, Australia Spring 1993) 

 
SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS:  
 
• BOOKS (FORTHCOMING)  
 
1. COMPARATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND REGULATION (N. Robinson, I. Lye Lin Heng, and E. Burleson ed.  

West 2012).  

• BOOK CHAPTERS:  
   
2.  “The Polar Regions and Environmental Law,” in ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF INTERNATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, (Alam et. al ed. Routledge: 2012). forthcoming [View Document] 

3. Chapters 4A, 25, 26, 27 Climate and Water Governance Chapters in WATERS AND WATER RIGHTS (R. 
Beck and A. Kelly, ed. Reed Elsevier / LexisNexis / Matthew Bender: annually revised 2007, 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011, and 2012). [View Document] 

4. “Tribes as Essential Partners in Achieving Sustainable Governance” in LEGAL STRATEGIES FOR GREENING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, (Hirokawa & Salkin, ed. ABA: 2012). forthcoming [View Document] 

5. “Innovation, Adaptation and Climate Change Law,” in IMPLEMENTING ADAPTATION STRATEGIES BY LEGAL, 
ECONOMIC AND PLANNING INSTRUMENTS ON CLIMATE CHANGE, (Springer: 2012).   



 

 

 
• ARTICLES:  
 
6. “Innovation Cooperation: Energy Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 

(2011) (Symposium) (invited submission) Lead-author.  [View Document] 

7. “The Future of Green Technology Law and Policy,” Georgetown International Environmental Law 
Review, DC (2012). forthcoming 

8. “Making Sand Castles as the Tide Comes In: Legal Aspects Of Climate Justice,” 2 GEORGE WASHINGTON 
JOURNAL OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 42 (2011) (invited submission). [View Document] 

9. “Emerging Human Rights & Environmental Law in the Arctic” University of Minnesota Law School, 30 
LAW AND INEQUALITY _  forthcoming, Co-author. [View Document] 

10. “From Coase to Collaborative Property Decision-making: Green Economy Innovation,” _ TULANE 
JOURNAL OF TECHNOLOGY AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY _ forthcoming. [View Document] 

 
11. “Energy Revolution and Disaster Response in the Face of Climate Change,” 22 VILLANOVA 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW JOURNAL 169 (2011). [View Document] 

12. “Perspective on Economic Critiques of Disability Law: the Multifaceted Federal Role in Balancing Equity 
and Efficiency,” 8 INDIANA HEALTH LAW REVIEW 335 (2011). [View Document] 

13. “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law,” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (Symposium) (2010). [View Document] 

14.  “From Nondiscrimination to Civil Marriage,” 19 CORNELL JOURNAL OF LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY 383 (2010). 
[View Document] 

15. “Emerging Law Addressing Climate Change and Water,” Houston Law Center, 5 ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
ENERGY LAW AND POLICY JOURNAL 489 (2010) (Symposium) (invited submission). [View Document] 

16.  “China in Context: Energy, Water, and Climate Cooperation,” 36 WILLIAM MITCHELL LAW REVIEW 3 (2010) 
(Symposium) (invited submission). [View Document] 

17.  “Energy Policy, Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer to Address Climate Change,” 18 
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS 69 (2009).  [View Document] 

18. “Energy Security, Green Job Creation, and Youth Innovation,” 24 CONNECTICUT JOURNAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW 381 (2009). [View Document] 

19. “Wind Power, National Security, and Sound Energy Policy,” 17 PENN STATE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 
137 (2009). [View Document] 

20. “Water Leadership and the Rights of Youth to Sustainable Development,” 31 HAMLINE LAW REVIEW 755 
(2008) (Symposium) (invited submission). [View Document] 

21.  “A Climate of Extremes: Transboundary Conflict Resolution,” 32 VERMONT LAW REVIEW 477 (2008). 
[View Document] 

22. “Water is Security,” (UC Davis) 31 ENVIRONS 197 (2008). [View Document] 

23. “Multilateral Climate Change Mitigation,” 41 UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO LAW REVIEW 373 (2007). 
[View Document] 



 

 

24. "Tribal, State, and Federal Cooperation to Achieve Good Governance," 40 AKRON LAW REVIEW 207 
(2007). [View Document] 

25. “Middle Eastern and North African Hydropolitics: From Eddies of Indecision to Emerging International 
Law,” 18 GEORGETOWN INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 385 (2006). [View Document] 

26. “Juvenile Execution, Terrorist Extradition, and Supreme Court Discretion to Consider International Death 
Penalty Jurisprudence,” 68 ALBANY LAW REVIEW 909 (2005). [View Document] 

27. “Equitable and Reasonable Use of Water in the Euphrates-Tigris River Basin,” 35 ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
REPORTER 10041 (2005). [View Document] 

• LAW REVIEW ESSAYS & ASIL INSIGHTS 
 
28. “Cancun Climate Negotiations,” 15 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW INSIGHT 41 (2011) (invited 

submission) co-author. [View Document] 

29.  “Collaborative Community-based Natural Resource Management,” 21 FORDHAM ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
REVIEW 201 (2010) (Symposium) (invited submission) Lead-author. [View Document] 

30. “Water, Climate, and Energy Security,” INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION SYMPOSIUM IN 18 
SOUTHWESTERN LAW REVIEW 101 (Symposium) (invited submission) (2011). forthcoming. 

31. “Climate Change Displacement to Refuge,” University of Oregon, 25 JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
AND LITIGATION 19 (2010) (Symposium) (invited submission). [View Document] 

32. “International Human Rights Law and Co-Parent Adoption,” 55 LOYOLA LAW REVIEW 791 (2010) (invited 
submission). [View Document] 

33. “Climate Change and the Bali Roadmap,” 12 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW INSIGHT 4 (2008) 
(invited submission). [View Document] 

REPORTS, BOOK CONTRIBUTIONS, & DOCUMENTARY FILMS:  
 
34. INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE ON THE PRINCIPLES RELATING TO CLIMATE CHANGE REPORT 

(Lavanya Rajamani ed. ILA: 2012) contributing author. 

35. National Environmental Moot Court Competition Problem forthcoming contributing author. 

36. LEGAL ASPECTS OF CLIMATE JUSTICE, (ABA and UNDP: 2010) contributing author. 

37. GREENING WATER LAW, contributing author, (Gabriel Eckstein, ed. UNEP: 2010-2011). 

38. Copenhagen Climate Change Consensus Building, film (Inkey: 2009).  

39. JESSUP INTERNATIONAL LAW COMPETITION 2009 BENCH MEMORANDUM, contributing author. 

40. “Energy on a Stick,” ARCHITECTURE SOUTH DAKOTA (American Institute of Architects 2009).  

41. THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (UN: 2007).  

42. CARBON INTENSITY, TRANSBOUNDARY CONFLICT RESOLUTION, AND CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION, (UN: 2007).  

43. CLIMATE CHALLENGE STRATEGIES, contributing author, (National Wildlife Federation: 2007). 



 

 

44. MAZE OF INJUSTICE: THE FAILURE TO PROTECT INDIGENOUS WOMEN, contributing author, (Amnesty 
International: 2007). 

45. LEGAL EQUALITY FOR SAME GENDER COUPLES, documentary film explaining rights and responsibilities of 
civil marriage, produced by NCCJ, aired by Channel 12, Connecticut (2001). 

46. DEFINING AND DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS IN RUSSIA, (Amnesty International: 1998).   

47. RISING TEMPERATURES: RISING TIDES, (UNESCO: 1996). [View Document] 

48. BE THE CHANGE THAT YOU WISH TO SEE, documentary film featuring environmental initiatives in India, 
Mexico, UK and US (Inkey: 1996). 

49. INDIVIDUAL TRANSFERABLE QUOTAS IN FISHERIES IN NEW ZEALAND (Maori Tribal Council: 1996). 

50. MAKING CONNECTIONS, Spanish documentary film on the role of civil society during conflict in Chiapas, 
(Universidad del Valle de Mexico: 1994). 

51. WETLANDS AND WATERSHEDS: THE LONG ISLAND SOUND, (Harbor Watch - River Watch: 1995). 

52. THE STUDY OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN UNIVERSITIES, (UNEP: 
1994). 

53. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ACROSS AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITIES: A GEOGRAPHICAL STUDY (Earth Foundation 
Australia: 1994).  

54. PARTICIPATION IN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION (UNICEF: 1994). 

55. CHILDREN ASK THE WORLD OF US (author / illustrator of environmental children’s book, Limited Ed.: 1992).  

56. UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ENVIRONMENT (UNDP: 1990). 

CURRENT RESEARCH: Public Participation in Environmental Decision-making 
 
INVITED ACADEMIC LECTURES AND ORGANIZATIONAL PROCEEDINGS: 
 

New York City Bar • Cornell • Columbia • Fordham • Yale • Oxford • National University of Singapore • 
Association of American Law Schools • University of Illinois • Case Western • Florida State • Georgia State • 
UC Irvine • Vermont Law School • Pace • University of Oregon • International Law Association, Willamette • 
University of South Carolina • UNE School of Law, Australia, Université de Limoges, France • United 
Nations • American Society of International Law • Fulbright, Uruguay • USD • Temple • University of Houston 
Law Center • Denver University Sturm College of Law • William Mitchell • Copenhagen University • IUCN 
Academy & Wuhan University • University of Connecticut • Mount Rushmore Institute • UNICEF Delegate to 
Climate Conference • Natural Resources Law Professor Institute • American Agricultural Law Association • 
University of Nebraska • Gonzaga • China Foreign Affairs University • SD Public Radio • ABC • 
Reuters/Bloomberg 

 
1. “Enhancing Environmental Decision-making: Energy Siting Decisions and Human Rights,” Northeastern 

University School of Law Faculty Workshop and Civil Rights & Restorative Justice Project Northeastern 
University” (2012). forthcoming 

 
2. “Water & Energy Aspects of Climate Resilience for Women,” International Conference on Law and 

Society (LSA / CLSA Joint US and Canadian Law and Society Conference), Hawaii (2012). forthcoming 
 

3. “The Future of Green Technology Law and Policy,” Georgetown International Environmental Law 
Review, DC (2012). forthcoming 

 



 

 

4. “Transboundary Environmental Cooperation” Association of American Law Schools (AALS) Annual 
Meeting, DC (2012). forthcoming 

 
5. “Emerging Human Rights & Environmental Law in the Arctic” New Voices Association of American Law 

Schools (AALS) Annual Meeting, DC (2012). forthcoming 
 

6. “Durban Climate Negotiations,” (UNFCCC) IUCN Delegation to Durban South Africa COP 17 (2011). 
forthcoming 

 
7. Moderator for hydraulic fracturing panel on “Perspectives of Industry and other Stakeholders including 

Industry, Environmental Group, and Public Interest Organizations,” Center for Energy and Sustainable 
Development, West Virginia University College of Law, WV (2011).  

 
8. "Hydraulic Fracturing: Water Intensive Energy Production," Yale Law School & School of Forestry, CT 

(2011).  
 

9. "Design, Planning, & Hydraulic Fracturing," Yale School of Architecture & School of Forestry, CT (2011).  
 

10. Rio+20 Preparatory Conference (Réunion Mondiale Des Juristes Et Des Associations De Droit De 
L’environnement) Université de Limoges, France (2011).  

 
11. “Climate Adaptation: Change is the Only Constant,” Colloquium on Environmental Scholarship at 

Vermont Law School, South Royalton, VT (2011). 
 

12. “Climate Change - What does Hope Look Like,” ILA and Case Western Reserve University School of 
Law, Ohio (2011). 

 
13. “International Environmental Law” Brazil-American Institute for Law & Environment (BAILE) Professor, 

Pace Law School, NY (2011). 
 
14. “Environmental Academia,” presentation to Land Use Program, Pace Law School, NY (2011). 
 
15. Reuters/Bloomberg Law Video Interview on Hydraulic Fracturing for Natural Gas, Reuters, NY (2011). 
 
16. “Coordinating State-based Renewable Energy Programs with Tribal Energy Initiatives,” Vermont Law 

School, South Royalton, VT (2011). 
 
17. IUCN Delegate to Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-19), UN Headquarters, NY (2011). 
 
18. Pace Law School Representative to the 15th Institute for Natural Resources Law Teachers, WA (2011). 
 
19. "Hydraulic Fracturing: Water and Energy Production" Cornell University NY (2011). Presentation of 

working paper “Energy Revolution.” Presentation of paper “From Coase to Collaborative Property 
Decision-making: Green Economy Innovation,” _ TULANE JOURNAL OF TECHNOLOGY AND INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY _2012.  

 
20. “The United Nations, Human Rights, and Climate Change,” UC Irvine School of Law Symposium on 

Climate Change Law, CA (2011). Presentation of paper “Climate Justice,” 2 GEORGE WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW INSTITUTE’S JOURNAL OF ENERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 42 (2011). 

 
21. Jessup International Law Competition Judge, International Rounds, DC (2011). 

 
22. “Energy and the International Climate Negotiations,” Public Interest Environmental Law Conference, 

University of Oregon School of Law, OR (2011). Presentation of paper “Climate Justice,” 2 GEORGE 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW INSTITUTE’S JOURNAL OF ENERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 42 (2011). 

 
23. “Energy Innovation to Address Climate Change,” International Law Association (ILA) – West, CA (2011). 

Presentation of paper “From Coase to Collaborative Property Decision-making: Green Economy 
Innovation,” _ TULANE JOURNAL OF TECHNOLOGY AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY _ forthcoming.    



 

 

24. “Water and Human Rights” plenary panelists for Willamette University College of Law's "Implementing 
the Human Right to Water in the West" Conference, OR (2011). Presentation of paper  “Climate 
Justice,” 2 GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW INSTITUTE’S 
JOURNAL OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 42 (2011). 

25. “Energy Innovation, International Law, and the United Nations,” Association of American Law Schools 
(AALS) Annual Meeting - San Francisco, CA (2011). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: 
Energy Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011). Also presented 
poster on Climate Negotiations and Environmentally Sound Technology Transfer. 

 
26. “Water Innovation and the Law,” Specialist Colloquium on Water Law Through the Lens of Conflict, UNE 

School of Law, NSW, Australia (2011). Presentation of paper “Energy Revolution and Disaster 
Response in the Face of Climate Change,” 22 VILLANOVA ENVIRONMENTAL LAW JOURNAL 169 (2011). 

27. “Cancun Climate Negotiations,” IUCN representative, Mexico (2010).  
 
28. “TRIPs, Patents, Climate Change and Energy-Related Technologies,” TRIPs @ 10 Conference, 

Columbia University, NY (2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: Energy Biosciences 
and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011).  

29. International Law Association Co-coordinator of ABILA International Law Weekend 2010, [See ILA 
International Law Weekend schedule] American Branch of ILA Conference, New York City Bar and 
Fordham Law School, NY (2010). Presented as panelist on international climate negotiations and 
moderated panel on climate migration. Presentation of paper “Climate Justice,” _ GEORGE WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW INSTITUTE’S JOURNAL OF ENERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW _ (2011). 

30. “Cancun Climate Proceedings in Context,” Speech at Pace Law School, NY (2010).  
 

31. “Impact of International Climate Negotiations,” University of South Carolina Symposium: Three Degrees 
of Separation: Exploring Linkages between International, National, and Regional Climate Policy, SC 
(2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: Energy Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY 
OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011).  
 

32. “International Law: Human Rights and Environment,” Florida State University College of Law, FL (2010). 
Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: Energy Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011).  

  
33. “Balancing Equity and Efficiency in Addressing Climate Change,” Georgia State University College of 

Law, GA (2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: Energy Biosciences and Law,” 2011 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011).  
 

34. “Energy and Water Nexus: International Environmental Law,” speech at National University of 
Singapore, Centre for International Law, NUS Faculty of Law, Singapore (2010). 
 

35. “Energy Innovation and International Law,” Vermont Law School Energy Workshop, VT (2010) (as 
Coordinator of Dual Degree Program VLS-USD).  
 

36. “Property Rights in the Climate Consensus Building Process,” Association of American Law Schools 
(AALS) Workshop on Property, NY (2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: Energy 
Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011).  
 

37. “Human Security, Energy Law, and Sustainable Development,” UN Commission on Sustainable 
Development 18, UN Headquarters, NY (2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: Energy 
Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011).  
 

38. “Emerging Energy Innovation,” University of Illinois Bioenergy Law Symposium, Energy Biosciences 
Institute, University of Illinois, IL (2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: Energy 
Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011).  
 



 

 

39. “Climate Negotiations and Civil Society,” American Society of International Law (ASIL), DC (2010). 
Presentation of paper “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law,” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010). 
 

40. Jessup International Law Competition Uruguay Coach, International Rounds, DC (2010). 
 

41. “International Economic Law and Climate Change,” Fulbright Senior Specialist speech, Uruguay (2010).   
 

42. “USD Climate Change Forum,” USD School of Law, SD (2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation 
Cooperation: Energy Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011). 
 

43. “Environmental and Intellectual Property Law,” Temple University Beasley School of Law Symposium 
on the Greening of Intellectual Property, PA (2010). Presentation of paper “Innovation Cooperation: 
Energy Biosciences and Law,” 2011 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LAW REVIEW 651 (2011). 

44. “Non-State Actor Involvement in International Decision-making,” Fordham Law School Environmental 
Symposium, NY (2010). Presentation of paper “Collaborative Community-based Natural Resource 
Management,” 21 FORDHAM ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 201 (2010).  

45. “Teaching Climate Change Law,” University of Oregon School of Law Public Interest Environmental Law 
Conference, OR (2010). 
 

46. “Water and Energy,” University of Houston Law Center Symposium on Climate Change, Water, and 
Adaptive Law, TX (2010). Presentation of paper “Emerging Law Addressing Climate Change and 
Water,” 5 ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY LAW AND POLICY JOURNAL 489 (2010). 
 

47. National Native American Law Moot Court Competition Judge. Also helped facilitate forty-five law school 
teams compete at USD School of Law, SD (2010). 
 

48. "International Issues for Sustainable Energy," Denver University Sturm College of Law and ILA 
Conference on Sustainability and International Law, Denver, CO (2010).   
 

49. “Energy, Water, and Climate,” New York City Bar Lecture Series, NY (2010). Presentation of paper 
“Emerging Law Addressing Climate Change and Water,” University of Houston Law Center Symposium 
on Climate Change, Water, and Adaptive Law, (2010).  
 

50. Master of Ceremonies and Coordinator, Public Interest Network Auction/Open Mic. Night, USD School 
of Law (2010). 
 

51. “International Climate Negotiations: the Copenhagen Climate Conference,” Climate Change Carbon 
Management Symposium of William Mitchell Law Review, MN (2010). Presentation of paper “China in 
Context: Energy, Water, and Climate Cooperation,” 36 WILLIAM MITCHELL LAW REVIEW 3 (2010).  
 

52. “Solar Energy to address Climate Change” presentation and USD School of Law Representative, 
Association of American Law Schools (AALS) Annual Meeting - New Orleans, LA (2010). Presentation 
of paper “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law,” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010). 
 

53. “Inclusive International Decision-making: the Role of Youth in Achieving Sustainable Development,” 
Copenhagen University, Copenhagen Climate Conference, Denmark (2009). 
 

54. Copenhagen Climate Conference NWF Delegate, Denmark (2009).  
 

55. SD Public Radio interview on Copenhagen Climate Conference, SD (2009).  
 

56. “Climate Change Displacement to Refuge,” IUCN Academy of Environmental Law - Wuhan, China 
(2009). Presentation of paper “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law,” 34 WILLIAM 
AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010). 
 

57. Public Interest Network (PIN) Symposium: Sustainable Development and Climate Change, Moderator 
and Coordinator, USD, SD (2009). 
 



 

 

58. “The Role of Non-State Actors in Transnational Governance,” ILA Non-State Actor Panel, Fordham Law 
School and ABILA International Law Weekend, NY (2009). Presentation of personal involvement in 
international climate negotiations and presentation of paper “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging 
International Law,” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010). 
 

59. “The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and the UN International Law Commission's Transboundary 
Groundwater Principles,” Fordham Law School and ABILA UN Law Committee Panel at International 
Law Weekend, NY (2009). Presentation of paper “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International 
Law,” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010). 
 

60. “Climate Displacement,” University of Connecticut School of Law, CT (2009). Presentation of paper 
“Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law,” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010). 
 

61. “Tribal Wind Energy Development,” Mount Rushmore Institute, Mount Rushmore National Memorial, SD 
(2009). Presentation of paper “Wind Power, National Security, and Sound Energy Policy,” 17 PENN 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 137 (2009). 
 

62. “International Impacts and Equity: Displacement to Refuge,” University of Oregon School of Law 
Symposium on Climate Change Equity, OR (2009). Presentation of paper “Climate Change 
Displacement to Refuge,” 25 JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND LITIGATION 19 (2010). 
 

63. “Teaching Energy Law,” Energy Workshop Presenter, Vermont Law School, VT (2009). Coordinator of 
Dual Degree Program VLS-USD.  
 

64. “International Law & Sustainable Development,” Oxford University, UK (2009). Presentation of paper 
“Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law,” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010).  
 

65. “Energy, Climate, and Water,” Natural Resources Law Professor Institute (RMMF), Yellowstone National 
Park (2009). Presentation of paper “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law,” 34 
WILLIAM AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010).  
 

66. “Human Rights and Climate Change,” University of Connecticut School of Law, CT (2009). Presentation 
of paper “Energy Security, Green Job Creation, and Youth Innovation,” 24 CONNECTICUT JOURNAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW 381 (2009).  
 

67. Jessup International Law Competition Judge and Bench Memorandum Contributing Author.  
International Rounds, DC (2009) and Jessup International Law Competition Judge, Super National 
Round, NY (2009). 
 

68. “Energy, Water and Good Governance,” ILA West Conference, OR (2009). Presentation of paper 
“Integrating Our Approach Toward Water, Climate, and Energy.” 

 
69. “International Climate Change Proceedings,” Pace Law School speech, NY (2009). Presentation of 

paper “Climate Change Consensus: Emerging International Law” 34 WILLIAM AND MARY ENVIRONMENTAL 
LAW AND POLICY REVIEW 543 (2010). 
 

70. “Wind Power, National Security, and Sound Energy Policy,” Association of American Law Schools 
(AALS) Annual Meeting - San Diego, CA (2009). Presentation of paper “Wind Power, National Security, 
and Sound Energy Policy,” 17 PENN STATE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 137 (2009).  
 

71. Moderator and Coordinator of Wind Energy Forum, Public Interest Network (PIN) Symposium, USD, SD 
(2008). Also, Presented paper “Wind Power, National Security, and Sound Energy Policy,” 17 PENN 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 137 (2009).  
 

72. “Water, Climate Change, and Good Governance,” American Agricultural Law Association (AALA) 
Annual Conference, MN (2008).  Presentation of paper “Energy Policy, Intellectual Property and 
Technology Transfer to Address Climate Change,” 18 UNIVERSITY OF IOWA TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND 
CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS, 69 (2009). 
 



 

 

73. “Global Water and Climate Change,” New York University / Global Nomads presentation via 
teleconference to five groups (of 40 participants each) around the world (2008). 
 

74. Commentator on “Lessons from Glen Canyon and the Everglades,” at Resilience and Progressive Law 
Reform Symposium at University of Nebraska College of Law, NE (2008).  
 

75. VLS-USD Representative (Coordinator of Dual Degree Program), “Food, Fuel, and the Future of 
Farming: A Conference on Sustainable Agriculture,” VLS, VT (2008). 
 

76. Jessup International Law Competition Judge, International Round, Washington, DC and Jessup 
International Law Competition Judge, Super National Round, NY (2008).  
 

77. “Legal Frameworks for Water and Climate Change,” University of Nebraska - Water Center & School of 
Natural Resources, 2008 Water Seminar Series, NE 2008. Presentation of paper “Water is Security,” 31 
ENVIRONS ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & POLICY JOURNAL 197 (2008). 
 

78. “Clean Technology Transfer and Climate Change,” Gonzaga University School of Law, WA (2008). 
Presentation of papers: “A Climate of Extremes: Transboundary Conflict Resolution,” 32 VERMONT LAW 
REVIEW 477 (2008); and “Energy Policy, Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer to Address 
Climate Change,” 18 TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS 69 (2009). 
 

79. Ethanol Symposium Moderator, USD School of Law, SD and ABC News TV interview: ethanol guest 
commentator (2008).   
 

80. “The United States and the Bali Roadmap,” Public Interest Network Symposium, USD School of Law 
(2008). Presentation of paper “Climate Change and the Bali Roadmap,” 12 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW INSIGHT 4 (2008). 
 

81. “The Bali Climate Roadmap,” China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing, China, 2007. Presentation of 
papers: “Water is Security,” 31 ENVIRONS ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & POLICY JOURNAL 197 (2008); and 
“Climate Change and the Bali Roadmap,” 12 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW INSIGHT 4 (2008). 
 

82. UNICEF Delegate at Bali Climate Conference, Bali, Indonesia (2007). Presentation of paper “Water 
Leadership and the Rights of Youth to Sustainable Development,” Water Law Symposium, 31 HAMLINE 
LAW REVIEW 756 (2008). Co-coordinated both the UNICEF Symposium “Climate Change and Children,” 
and the Press Conference for Youth Delegation to share their perspectives with delegates to UN 
Conference (Dec. 2007). 
 

83. “Multilateral Climate Cooperation,” Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo, Japan (2007). 
Presentation of paper “A Climate of Extremes: Transboundary Conflict Resolution,” 32 VERMONT LAW 
REVIEW 477 (2008). 
 

84. UN University, Post Kyoto Protocol Climate Mitigation Discussion, Tokyo, Japan (2007).  
 

85. “Climate Change: The Bali Conference,” USD Biology Graduate Seminar Series, (2007). Presentation of 
papers: “Climate Change and the Bali Roadmap,” 12 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW INSIGHT 
4 (2008); and “A Climate of Extremes: Transboundary Conflict Resolution,” Climate Change 
Symposium, 32 VERMONT LAW REVIEW 477 (2008).  
 

86. “Energy and Climate Change,” NW Climate Conference, SD (2007). Presentation of paper "Climate 
Challenge Strategies” (National Wildlife Federation: 2007). 
 

87. “Climate Change and International Cooperation,” UNEP / Commission on Sustainable Development 
(CSD-15), UN Headquarters, NY (2007). 
 

88. “Multilateral Climate Change Mitigation,” Division for Sustainable Development, UN Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs presentation, UN Headquarters, NY (2006). 
 

89. “Massachusetts v. EPA: the Supreme Court Addresses Climate Change,” Texas Wesleyan University 
School of Law speech, TX (2006). Presentation of paper “Multilateral Climate Change Mitigation,” 41 
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO LAW REVIEW 373 (2007). 
 



 

 

90. “Transboundary Water Law,” ILA, Centre for International Sustainable Development Law, International 
Development Law Organization, World Bank, and UNEP, Commission on Sustainable Development 
(CSD-13), UN Headquarters, NY (2005). Presentation of paper “Equitable and Reasonable Use of 
Water in the Euphrates-Tigris River Basin,” 35 ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REPORTER 10041 (2005). 
 

91. “UNESCO and Groundwater,” UNESCO, Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-13) 
presentation, UN Headquarters, NY (2005). Presentation of paper “Middle Eastern and North African 
Hydropolitics: From Eddies of Indecision to Emerging International Law,” 18 GEORGETOWN 
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 385 (2006). 
 

92. “International Water Law,” UN Association presentation, ME (2005).  
 

93. “Diverting Water Wars: Participation by Civil Society and the United Nations in Developing International 
Water Law,” UN Association presentation, Chewonki Foundation, ME (2002). 
 

94. “Human Rights Law in Its Infancy,” Colby College’s Human Rights Series presentation, ME (2002). 
 

95. “Disability Law and Literature,” Wesleyan University Writers Conference presentation, CT (2002). 
 

96. “Disability Education in the US,” Red Cross presentation, Granada, Nicaragua (2000). 
 

97. “Use of Capital Punishment in the US,” University of Connecticut School of Law, CT (1999).  
 

98. “The Role of Digital Video in Human Rights Advocacy,” Amnesty International, International Secretariat 
presentation, London, UK (1998). 
 

99. “Teaching Tolerance: Dispelling Cultural Stereotypes,” Istanbul University presentation, Istanbul, Turkey 
(1997). 
 

100. “Water Law and Flood Relief Legislation: The Impact of Images,” Polish National Parliament Democratic 
Caucus presentation, Warsaw, Poland (1997). 
 

101. St. Petersburg State University Faculty Seminar, “The 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses,” St. Petersburg, Russia (1997). 
 

102. Host, Friday evening weekly radio show, featuring international environmental & human rights issues, 
WMHB Waterville (90.5 FM), Maine (1995). 
 

103. Universidad del Valle de Mexico Speakers Series, “Civil Society and Social Unrest in the Wake of 
Decreased Trade Barriers and Increased Immigration Barriers,” Mexico City, Mexico (1994). Speech 
(Spanish) and presentation of Burleson’s documentary, “Making Connections,” Spanish documentary 
film on role of civil society during conflict in Chiapas, produced by Universidad del Valle de Mexico, 
Mexico City (1994). 
 

104. Colby Human Rights & Environment Speakers Series Coordinator, “Global Citizens,” ME (1992-1996). 
Established international speakers series. Editor of “Testimony,” a human rights literary magazine.  
 

105.  “UNESCO: Less Water, More People,” UNESCO Headquarters presentation, Paris, France (1994). 
 

106.  “World Bank: Water Access and Availability,” World Bank presentation, New Delhi, India (1994). 
 

107.  “UNICEF and Youth Participation,” UNICEF Headquarters presentation, NY (1994). 
 

108.  “Sustainable Development and Environmental Education,” University of New South Wales 
Environmental Conference presentation, Sydney, Australia (1994). 
 

109.  “UNESCO and Access to Water,” UNESCO Central American Office presentation, San Jose, Costa 
Rica (1992). 
 

110.  “Environmental and Human Rights Coalition Building," University for Peace, Ciudad Colon, Costa Rica 
(1992). 
 



 

 

111.  “Youth Perspectives on Human Rights and the Environment,” Woman’s Caucus presentation, Prepcom 
IV UNCED, NY (1992). 
 

112.  “Environmental Education in the United States,” UNESCO presentation, Quito, Ecuador (1990).  
 

113.  “Human Rights and Civil Liberties in Central America,” UNICEF presentation, Guatemala City, 
Guatemala (1989). 
 

114.  “Nepal’s Water Resources, Deforestation, and Meeting the Needs of a Developing Country,” private 
audience with the King of Nepal, Katmandu, Nepal (1986). 

 
LEGAL ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE: 

 
Pace Law School, Associate Professor, (2011-present) 

• Teach: Energy Law (2 credits), International Environmental Law (3 credits), Property Law (4 credits), 
Human Rights & Environmental Law (2 credits). Also teach as Brazil-American Institute for Law & 
Environment (BAILE) Pace Professor. Review multiple drafts of research papers for each of my over 180 
upper-level Pace and other law students since 2007. 
• Service: Member of Curriculum Committee (2011-12) & Environmental Committee (2011-12). Participated 
in interviewing 2011 environment & energy candidates • Give water law talk to the Environmental Law 
Society • Give guest lectures in colleagues classes and summer programs at Pace • Peer reviewer for Pace 
Environmental Law Review • Help coordinate offshore energy conference • Host a website of resources on 
international environmental and human rights law, including a student paper series and career opportunities 
clearinghouse • Help students, other professors and members of the general public on legal research and 
review of scholarship • Co-write environmental moot court problem • Judge annual moot court competitions. 

 
Summer Visiting Professor: Barcelona - University of San Diego summer program, teaching  

International Environmental Law (3 credits) forthcoming (June 2012). 
 

Prior Law Teaching  
 
   USD School of Law, Associate Professor, (2007 – 2011) 

• Taught (1) Public International Law, (2) Energy Law, (3) International Environmental Law, (4) UN Law at 
the UN Headquarters in NY (Hosted 7 law students in Burleson home for a week) (5) Property Law, (6) 
Water Law, and (7) Environmental Law (8) Cross-registered graduate science River Studies class.  
• Environment and Natural Resources Law Convener (2007-11) • Coordinator for Dual Degree Program with 
Vermont Law School (2007-11) • Faculty Recruiting Committee (2009-10) • Academic Affairs & Curriculum 
Committee (2008-09) • University Global Learning Council (formerly International Studies Committee) 
(2007-11) • Law Awards & Aid Committee (2007-08) • Faculty Meeting Secretary (2007-08) • USD Missouri 
River Institute Faculty • Launched Public Interest Network Grant by swimming 4 miles across the Missouri 
River (two years) • Director of Public Interest Network: Established and hosted an annual Public Interest 
Auction, hosted environmental symposia, pro-bono events, & career gatherings • (PIN's ongoing work 
includes helping draft climate and energy legislative language; apple picking to provide fresh produce to the 
poor; and working with such organizations as Dakota Plains Legal Services in Tribal Country. Symposia 
topics have included international climate change proceedings, tribal wind energy, and sustainable 
development. (2007-11) • Helped students and members of the general public on legal issues • Judged / 
helped host moot court competitions • Guest Lecturer for USD Department of Law, Biology, Chemistry, and 
Political Science • Led hikes and cycling to Nebraska orientation events • Facilitated the establishment of 
student grants.  
• Faculty Advisor: Great Plains Natural Resources Journal (2007-11) • Faculty Advisor: Environmental Law 
Society (2009-11) • Faculty Advisor: Public Interest Network Group (2007-11). 

Developed/taught 9 law classes at USD School of Law and oversaw independent studies (4 of these classes 
provided new graduate courses to the University)  

2007 Fall:        Environmental Law (3 credits) 
  Water Law (3 credits)  
  International Law and China (3 credits)  
  Independent Study Supervision  

Co-Advisor Natural Resources Journal (1 credit) 
2008 Spring:  Property (2 credits) 
  International Environmental Law (3 credits) 

Co-Advisor Natural Resources Journal (1 credit) 



 

 

2008 Fall: United Nations Law (2 credits)  
Public International Law (3 credits)  
Environmental Law (3 credits) 
River Studies (3 credits) (Co-taught Interdisciplinary Graduate Class) 
Co-Advisor Natural Resources Journal (3 credits) 

2009 Spring: Energy Law (2 credits) 
Property (2 credits) 
Independent Study Supervision 
Co-Advisor Natural Resources Journal (1 credit) 

 2009 Fall: Public International Law (3 credits)  
   International Environmental Law (3 credits) 

Independent Study 
Advisor Sustainable Development Law Journal (1 credit)  
River Studies (3 credits) (Co-taught Interdisciplinary Graduate Class) 

 2010 Spring: Water Law (3 credits)  
   Property (2 credits) 

Independent Study Supervision 
   Advisor Sustainable Development Law Journal (1 credit)  
    

• University of Oregon School of Law, Visiting Professor, (spring 2011) 
•Taught: (1) International Environmental Law (3 credits) and (2) Environmental Law (3 credits).  
• Faculty Advisor: National Environmental Moot Competition. 

 
• Florida State University College of Law Visiting Professor, (fall 2010)  
• Taught: (1) Property (4 credits) and International Environmental Law (3 credits).  
• Faculty Advisor: Jessup Moot Court Team. 

 
• Fulbright Senior Specialist, Uruguay, March 2010: Awarded a Fulbright Senior Specialists Grant 
(selected by US Department of State and J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board). Worked 
with faculty of the University of Montevideo to refine and implement new curriculum for international 
law. Taught 2 credit intensive law course on International Economic Law and the Environment (focus: 
WTO cases, international climate change proceedings, environmentally sound technology transfer, 
and energy innovation). Coached Uruguay team in international rounds of Jessup International Law 
Moot Court Competition. Delivered speech on “International Economic Law and Climate Change.” 
Served as consultant to members of Uruguay’s Government. 
 
• National University of Singapore Senior Visiting Fellow, Singapore (summer 2010) 
Awarded NUS Centre for International Law (CIL) Visiting Fellowship to work with National University 
of Singapore Faculty of Law on energy and water security.  
 
• University of Connecticut School of Law Summer Visiting Professor (2010) 
Taught a 3 credit Energy Law class. 
 
• Driscoll China Distinguished Scholar, Beijing, China, Visiting Professor, (December 2007) 
Taught a 3 credit intensive International Law class to Chinese graduate law students in Beijing 
(Focus: International Environmental Law, the WTO, and China).  
 
• Missouri River Institute Consultant / Faculty (2007-2011).  
Co-taught a 3 credit graduate course, “River Studies” (multidisciplinary course on water law, geography, 
biology, chemistry, history, and geomorphology) as National Science Foundation funded Missouri River 
Institute faculty, at USD. 

 
OTHER EXPERIENCE  
 
United Nations (1990-present): Helped draft United Nations Framework Convention on  

Climate Change (UNFCCC), Agenda 21 and Rio Declaration. Advised UNICEF's Senior Advisor for the 
Environment and New York Director of UNEP. Conduct legal research and write reports for UNESCO, 
UNDP, UNEP and UNICEF with a particular focus on design, development and implementation of human 
rights and environmental programs. Deliver presentations at UN conferences and help UNICEF, UNEP, 
IUCN, ASIL, & NWF delegations put on a series of events at a variety of international conferences, including 
Durban, Cancun, Copenhagen and Bali Climate Conferences. 

 
Harbor Watch / River Watch (1988-present). Helped establish certified chemistry lab and conduct heavy metal  



 

 

testing for Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. Ran lab and oversaw process of analyzing 
high bacteria and low oxygen levels as well as conducting nitrate tests for the Connecticut Soil Conservation 
Commission. On a periodic basis, continue to help conduct legislative impact studies on wetlands indicator 
species as well as field and lab analyses of Long Island Sound pollution trends. 

 
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, (1990-present): Conduct legal research and write legal  

analyses for periodic projects on behalf of the NY research department and International Secretariat in 
London (building upon founding several chapters and serving as faculty advisor for others).  

 
Red Cross, Granada, Nicaragua, (spring 2000): Taught thirty students in post-Hurricane Mitch relief-related 

program. 
 
University of Connecticut, A. J. Pappanikou Center, CT (1999): Researched and provided  

individual and institutional counsel on ramifications of 1997 amendments to Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). Helped establish Institute on Disability Policy & Law. Wrote report on Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), Rehabilitation Act, IDEA, and landmark case law impacting education. 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 
 

• United Nations Consultant  (pro bono) (1990-present) 

• ILA International Committee on the Legal Principles relating to Climate Change (2011-present) 

• ILA Committees (ABILA): Co-coordinated 2010 annual conference (International Law Weekend ILW), 

International Human Rights Law, International Environmental Law, International Humanitarian Law, UN 

Law, & Use of Force (2007-present), organized a panel at ILA-Case Western Conference on 

International Law in Crisis (2011). 

• IUCN Commission on Environmental Law (2010-present) 

• ABA Intellectual Property Law Committee Vice Chair (2010-present) and Endangered Species Committee 

Vice Chair for QTs (2011-present) 

• Association of American Law Schools (AALS) North American Cooperation Vice Chair (2010-present) 

(responsible for Section governance and planning Section program at 2012 AALS Annual Meeting day-

long joint program sponsored by the International Law and North American Cooperation Sections: the 

four panels include (1) Arctic issues (2) NAFTA and other trade agreements in the Americas (3) NAFTA 

Environmental and Labor Issues (Burleson moderator), (4) International Law, Practice and Pedagogy, in 

the Americas) Natural Resources Executive Com. (2010-present); Environmental Com., International 

Com.; (USD Rep 2008 & 2009, Pace Rep. 2011) 

• Outside Peer Reviewer of scholarship for the Cambridge University Press, Routledge, Energy 

Biosciences Institute, Environmental Law Reporter, UNEP, ABA, Aspen, & McGill University, and 

numerous individual academics (2007-present) 

• Outside PhD thesis reviewer for Macquarie University School of Law, Sydney, Australia and supervisor of 

Chinese Fulbright PhD scholar (2011-2012). 

• Supervisor for numerous student independent research projects as well as reviewing draft articles on 

behalf of Law Reviews at Pace, USD, FSU, and UO. 

• American Society of International Law Representative to Climate Negotiations (2010) 

• Director of Public Interest Network (PIN) (2007-present) [See website] 

• National University of Singapore Centre for International Law (CIL) Associate (2010-present) 

MEDIA & CONFERENCE ORGANIZING: 
 



 

 

• AALS 2012 Annual Meeting day-long joint program Co-coordinator and moderator (sponsored by the 
International Law and North American Cooperation Sections (organizing four panels). 

 
• Bloomberg Law Video, interview on hydraulic fracturing, NY (2011). 
 
• Co-coordinator, ILA annual conference (International Law Weekend - ILW), NY (2010). 
 
• SD Public Radio interview on the Copenhagen Climate Conference (2009). 
 
• Tribal Work: Copenhagen Climate Change documentary film featuring Arctic Native Community testimony to 
delegates at Cop 15 • ABA Book chapter on tribal water (building on authoring Akron Law Review article and 
contributing to Amnesty International Maze of Injustice Report) • Taught environmental classes in USD Indian Law 
Program • Launched Public Interest Network summer grants by swimming Missouri River – funding summer public 
interest legal work in tribal land. • Facilitated forty-five law school teams to compete in National Native American 
Law Moot Court Competition at USD School of Law • Coordinated Public Interest Network Wind Energy Forum, 
gathering tribal wind advocates in town hall / roundtable discussions • Facilitated law student work on new tribal 
environmental codes • Worked on green building initiatives • Facilitated attendance of USD law students at tribal 
court at Rosebud • Worked with tribal communities over past two decades on shared environmental / human rights 
concerns in Latin America, at international climate negotiations, Commission on Sustainable Development, and UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues • Conducted rainforest reforestation by joining aboriginal Australians in 
replanting rainforest and clearing encroaching mission grass to expand endangered macaw habitat (Australian 
Conservation Corp, Northern Territories) • Authored economic analysis calling for recognition of Maori fishing rights 
in establishing a cap and trade program in New Zealand.  
 
• Documentary Filmmaker (1994 – present). Films have included: (1) “Copenhagen Climate Change 
Consensus Building,” documentary film on cross-section of perspectives at Copenhagen Conference. (2) 
“Legal Equality for Same Gender Couples” explaining rights and responsibilities of civil marriage (aired by 
Channel 12, Connecticut) in conjunction with co-coordinating educational forums throughout Connecticut 
that led to Connecticut Legislature passing hospital visitation, civil union and civil marriage provisions. (3) 
Amnesty International, International Secretariat filmmaker (participating in designing documentaries, 
shooting on location and at press office headquarters; and interviewing released former prisoners of 
conscience) (4) “Be the Change that You Wish to See” featuring grassroots environmental initiatives 
around the world. (5) “Making Connections” a Spanish documentary on NAFTA, California's 1994 
Proposition 187, and the conflict in Chiapas.  
 
• ABC News TV interview: ethanol guest commentator (2008).  
 
• Co-coordinated: UNICEF Symposium, “Climate Change and Children,” and a Press Conference for the 
Youth Delegation to share perspectives with delegates to United Nations Climate Chance Convention 
(UNFCCC) Conference of the Parties 14, Bali (2007).  
 
• Coordinator and Moderator of annual Public Interest Network Symposia. Founder, Master of 
Ceremonies, and Coordinator of annual Public Interest Network Auction/Open Mic. Night USD, SD 
(2007-11). 
 
• SD Public Radio interview on water scarcity and Burleson’s 3-hour / 4 mile swim across Missouri River 
to fund grants for law students to engage in public interest work, SD (2007). 
 
• ABC News TV interview on Burleson’s swim across the Missouri River at Lake Lewis and Clark to 
establish Public Interest Network to fund student grants (2007). Multiple media covered event. 
 
• Facilitated and Filmed: National Wildlife Federation’s side event at United Nations Climate Chance 
Convention (UNFCCC) Conference of the Parties 15, Denmark (2009).  
 
• Host, Friday evening weekly radio shows, featuring international environmental & human rights issues, 
WMHB Waterville (90.5 FM), Maine (1995). 
 
• News Analyst, WGCH (1490 AM), Greenwich, CT (1995): Reported on 1995 Special Olympics and community 
responses to hate crimes.  

 



 

 

• Speaker Series (Colby – Benton) (10-15 hrs a week) (1992-1996): Designed and taught environmental and 
human rights curricula to public elementary school children. Coordinated monthly speaker’s bureau to share 
diverse cultures with rural Maine children.  
 
• Editor, Fundacion Bosque Mundial de la Paz, San Jose, Costa Rica (1992): Edited form and content of variety 
of conservation publications. Coordinator of Multilingual Policy Group translation processes. 

 
 

BAR ADMISSIONS: CT & DC  
 
 Sections: 1. International Law; 2. Environment, Energy & Natural Resources. 
 
AWARDS & DISTINCTIONS: 

 
Fulbright • National Science Foundation • National University of Singapore Centre for International Law 
Senior Visiting Fellow • Driscoll China Distinguished Scholar • London School of Economics Distinction • 
Noonan Award for Outstanding Legal Scholarship & Public Service  

 


