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Tenacity: Remarkable People 
of the Fur War      1765-1840
Heroes, Oligarchs, Psychopaths, Sur-
vivors, Scoundrels, Observers 

David A. Bainbridge

The complex interaction of eco-
nomics, politics, culture and ecology of 
the Fur War were described in Volume 
1. This second volume reveals the re-
markable people of the Fur War. The 
heroes, scoundrels, survivors, oli-
garchs, observers and psychopaths 
were far removed from the seats of 
power and often had to make decisions 
on their own. Learn how they shaped 
history. 

The title “Tenacity” reflects the of-
ten seemingly impossible odds many of 
these individuals overcame. Physical 
and mental toughness and indomitable 
will contributed to their survival. 

Consider yourself in their shoes. 
Could you command a ship around the 
world at the age of nineteen with twen-
ty-two men (most of them older than 
you) as crew? Could you hike, ride, 
and camp in the snow for five months 
every year while caring for several 
children under the age of 15, preparing 
food, skinning beaver, and perhaps giv-
ing birth and nursing an infant? Could 
you continue after nine out of ten peo-
ple in your family and village died of 
new diseases? Could you survive a 14-
month drift across the north Pacific 
only to shipwreck on the coast — and 
be made a slave?
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More information and lesson plans at www.furwar.com.

DAVID A. BAINBRIDGE is a multiple award winning author of more than 20 books 
and 300 articles and research papers. He has degrees in earth sciences and ecology 
and a certificate for archeological field work. He has also written about the environ-
mental history of the Southwest and managed ecological restoration projects for na-
tional and state parks, the Bureau of Land Management, and other federal and state 
programs.
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