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This article covers six apps that 
can assist with co-parenting. The 
use of these apps may be ordered 
by a court.1 Sometimes family law 
attorneys or other professionals 
recommend the apps to their 
clients. Divorced or separated 
parents may locate these tools on 
their own.

The relationship between 
the parents, the technological 
competence of the parents, the 
device and platforms the apps 
utilize, the likelihood the parents 
will use the app and available 
budget are all factors to be 
considered when choosing such 
an app.

FEATURES
While not an all-inclusive 

list, some of the features of co-
parenting apps are:

1)  Calendars with embedded 
tools to create parenting 
schedules, record upcoming 
events and make requests 
for trades in parenting time 

2)  Expense and payment 

tracking tools that allow 
parents to communicate 
about parenting costs and to 
attach virtual receipts

3)  A banking feature that 
allows for transfers between 
parents’ banking accounts 
for parenting-related costs 
such as child support or 
medical expenses 

4)  A feature to maintain 
a record of vital family 
information that both 
parents and caregivers have 
access to, such as medical 
insurance, medication, 
Social Security numbers, etc.

5)  A message board or 
message feature where 
important topics can 
be discussed

6)  An accountability tool that 
dates and timestamps all 
messages sent as well as the 
date and time when those 
messages were viewed2

APPS
We focus on six apps. There are 

others and, many of the others are 

discussed in the articles and blogs 
referenced. 

OurFamilyWizard
OurFamilyWizard (OFW) is 

perhaps one of the most often 
recommended3 co-parenting 
apps. One attorney-authored 
blog about the app differentiates 
OFW from other similar apps, 
indicating that “[w]hile some 
co-parent communication tools 
only facilitate messaging, the 
OurFamilyWizard website offers 
a full suite of tools to help parents 
create parenting schedules, log 
expenses, send reimbursements, 
and share important family 
information.”4 One of the more 
unique features offered by OFW 
is its ToneMeter. The ToneMeter, 
sometimes referred to as an 
“emotional spellchecker,” will 
“identify and flag emotionally 
charged sentences within your 
OurFamilyWizard message. As 
intuitive as grammar or spell-
check, ToneMeter goes beyond 
sentiment to gauge words and 
phrases against eight levels of 

Ask any parent and they will likely agree that parenting is a difficult job in the best of 
circumstances. Co-parenting during and after a divorce, where negative feelings and 

miscommunication have often been the case, increases the difficulty of focusing on the 
interest of the children. In today’s app-filled world, you would expect there to be apps to 
help with clear communication, documentation and scheduling between co-parents, and 
there are. 
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connotative feeling, allowing 
the end user to make real-time 
corrections and adjust the overall 
tone of messages.”5 However, 
ToneMeter is currently available 
only for communications 
in English.

OFW is also favored by some 
attorneys because it “makes it 
easy for professionals to work 
with clients. OFW Family Law 
Practitioner provides a way to 
oversee parent activity and access 
court-ready reports at no cost.”6 
Yet, while OFW is “one of the 
oldest and most established of the 
co-parenting apps [that] ... has 
been developing and refining their 
program for the last 15 years”7 it 
received only a 2.2 average rating 
in the App Store. One attorney 
has suggested that although he 
recommended OFW for several 
years, in part, because of the cost, 
he has had few clients use the app 
and had received no feedback 
from those who did.8

The cost of OFW depends on 
the period of subscription and 
the package selected. The basic 
subscription is $99 per year for 
each parent.9 A professional 
account is free. As described by 
OFW, the “professional account 
gives you the ability to create 
parent accounts, manage a 
database of your clients, store 
important client documents 
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online (judgment and decree, 
court orders, etc.), communicate 
with your clients, create client 
to do lists, and much more. This 
account gives you the ability to 
see what is actually going on in 
your cases. All of the information 
is directly tied to the parent 
accounts that you create.”10 

If you already use a practice 
management solution with a 
client portal feature, you can 
share documents, events and 
information with your client. 
However, a practice management 
solution will not facilitate 
communications between co-
parents. For attorneys wanting 
to offer the app as part of the 
legal services provided, OFW 
offers volume discounts which 
may represent significant savings 
depending on the number of 
subscriptions purchased. For 
example, for a firm that provides 
accounts to 20 clients the 
package pricing is $240 less than 
20 individually priced accounts.11 

2Houses
2Houses has been described as 

“on par with Our Family Wizard 
and slightly less expensive.”12 
2Houses offers a calendar 
to organize events, share 
information about appointments, 
a journal to record notes and 
important reminders and an 
expense module to manage 
child-related expenses for both 
parents.13 One of the features 
of 2Houses users appreciate is 
the ability to upload and export 
photo albums. 

Even though it has many 
features, the app is described as 
“very user friendly, organized, 
and intuitive.”14 The cost of 
2Houses is $10 per month or 
$120 per year for a family, 
regardless of the number of 
family members.

AppClose
AppClose is described on one 

law firm blog as:

It turned out to be my top 
choice ... First, it’s free. Second, 
it’s very user friendly and has 
most of the features to address 
common parenting disputes. 
It keeps track of messages and 
shows you the latest when 
you open the app. The shared 
calendar provides schedule 
templates, with descriptions 
like “Alternating weeks” 
and an explanation of how 
that schedule is followed. 
Parents can use a template 
with specified days/times 
and apply it to one or more 
children, or have the option to 
customize the entire parenting 
time schedule. Parents have the 
ability to create events, notify 
family members, and create 
reminders. Parents can request 
a parenting time trade or drop 
off/pick up change in the app. 
The reimbursement request has 
an option to attach an image 
and allows parents to keep track 
of their share of the expense 
and payments that are made.

This app includes a place 
to keep important, detailed 
information about each child, 
but parents will need to do 
some customization when 
it comes to organizing that 
information. I found this 
app easy to navigate and 
fairly intuitive after getting 
accustomed to it. This would 
be the best alternative to the 
subscription services ... Also, 
this app, available at appclose.
com, has a separate side for 
attorneys to communicate 
with clients and accept 
electronic payments.”15

AppClose is a free download 
from the App Store or Google 

Play. Additionally, as suggested 
previously, AppClose integrates 
with LawPay to allow 
electronic payments.16

Kidganizer
Kidganizer is suggested as 

“great for a couple who find it 
difficult to get together, either 
because of divorce, [difficulty 
communicating well face to 
face], or time constraints”17 or if 
you “have a number of people 
involved in the care of your 
children and need a central 
point for communication and 
record keeping.”18 The app 
provides parents with the ability 
to create profiles for each child 
and input information including 
scheduling and finances. 
Updates to the system are in 
real time, allowing all users of 
the system to have access to 
current information.

The cost of Kidganizer is 
$1.99, but the app is not available 
for all platforms.

CustodyJunction.com
CustodyJunction.com is 

designed to facilitate co-
parenting arrangements both 
before and after the divorce. The 
calendar and tracking features 
allow parents to schedule current 
and future visitation and support 
arrangements for a significant 
period of time in advance (up 
to two years). Custody Junction 
also generates customized 
reports on topics of concern such 
as visitation, support payments, 
expenses and hours spent with 
a child. The customized reports 
can be shared with third parties, 
including lawyers or court-
appointed professionals.19

Custody Junction is a web-
based service and the service 
cost “is an affordable $47” for a 
one-year subscription.20
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Talking Parents
Talking Parents is a free service 

described as being “designed as a 
secure communication system for 
divorced and separated parents.”21 
Talking Parents primary feature 
is a “secure” messaging system. 
The system is operated so that 
“conversations cannot be edited 
or deleted, allowing for both 
parents to maintain a verified 
record of past conversations. Files 
can be uploaded and attached 
to messages as well. The system 
tracks when messages are sent, 
when parents sign in and out of 
the system, and when parents 
view each message for the first 
time.”22 Additionally, the system 
has an export feature that, for a 
fee, allows parents to export a 
transcript of past communications 
to a PDF file. 

A standard account is available 
for free. Parents can upgrade 
to a premium account for $4.99 
per month. “Premium accounts 
include unlimited access to 
PDF records; a totally ad-free 
experience across all devices; a 
10 percent discount on printed 
records; and access to our new 
iPhone and Android apps 
which include new message 
notifications right on their 
mobile device. Parents can cancel 
Premium status anytime and 
their account will revert back to a 
Standard account.”23

SECURITY CONCERNS
The discussion of “secure” 

systems brings to mind a 
caution regarding app security. 
While an in-depth discussion 
regarding the security measures 
included in these types of 
apps is beyond the scope of 
this article, before ordering, 
recommending or adopting an 
app, one should inquire about 
the security measures employed 
to protect the information and 

carefully review the terms 
of service. Although Talking 
Parents emphasizes that 
the app provides a “secure” 
environment, its terms of service 
does not address encryption or 
legal requirements for systems 
containing medical records. 
Rather, the terms of service 
contain the following language:

TalkingParents.com will 
attempt at all times to keep 
your information confidential, 
subject to the other provisions 
of these Terms …. Any breach 
of our security measures will 
be the sole responsibility 
of the breaching party and 
TalkingParents.com will not be 
subject to any sort of liability 
as a result. In the event of a 
security breach, TalkingParents.
com will make every 
reasonable attempt to re-secure 
our services and will provide 
an explanation of the breach 
upon written request.24 

It should also be noted that 
we did not test drive all of these 
apps. An extensive test drive of all 
features would be required before 
recommending the app to clients. 
At some point a client will ask the 
lawyer about some function of the 
app and the response of “I don’t 
know how to use the app” will 
not endear the lawyer to the client 
who had to learn how to use it.

CONCLUSION
There are numerous apps and 

online resources to assist with 
the woes of divorcing parents 
and their attorneys. While tools 
like client portals may help with 
communications between clients 
and attorneys, these tools facilitate 
more neutral communications 
between co-parents, reducing the 
temptation to use their children to 
carry important communications. 

Divorcing and divorced parents 
are becoming more familiar with 
these tools and some family law 
attorneys are promoting and using 
them as evidenced by the number 
of reviews and blog posts we have 
cited. Lawyers with technology 
skills might develop their own 
tools, integrate existing resources 
with their practice management 
systems25 or suggest use of other 
communication resources, such as 
Facetime and Google Calendar.26

Lawyers who practice family 
law appreciate that the pain, both 
financial and emotional, of divorce 
often impairs parents’ ability to 
communicate and objectively 
consider what is in the best 
interests of the children. Knowing 
that communications are tracked 
and recorded should improve 
appropriate communication. 
Perhaps being “forced by the 
lawyers to use this app” will be 
the starting point for other types 
of cooperation. Cooperation and 
effective communication will help 
parents make the decisions about 
the care of their children and will 
likely make the work of attorneys 
and judges easier as well. 
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