
CURRENT POSITIONS
Director of Collaborative Research, Division of Research, Boise State University.  Special 
Lecturer, Department of English, Boise State University.  Founder and Director of The Story 
Initiative, Boise State University.  Co-founder of Story Story Night.  Co-director of The Hem-
ingway Symposium.

CURRENT UNIVERSITY COURSES & PROJECTS
Teaching English 498 Senior Seminar.  Preparing Osher course in Story.  Projects: Arts & 
Humanities Fellowships; e-Classics Library (with Creative Commons); 2012 Big Read; Pro-
fessors of the Practice; NASA Day; Apollo Tapes; Hemingway Symposium; and 
BOISE@150 Festival of Story, Art & Song.

OBJECTIVES
To further collaborative research at the University. To explore Story and how Story works in 
our lives and our minds.  To teach creative writing and American literature. To strengthen 
the University's relations with Idaho’s writers and readers. To help develop a Film Studies 
major. To help with the University's outreach and advancement.

STRENGTHS
Writing. Public speaking. Team building. Brainstorming and simplifying concepts. Teaching 
writing through Story. Teaching literature for both readers and writers. 

EDUCATION
University of Montana — MFA in Writing, 1977
Stanford University — B.A. in English, 1972
Capital High School, Boise, Idaho — Diploma, 1968

EXPERIENCE
TEACHING AND EDUCATION
Since August 2008, I have taught for Boise State: ENGL524 Creative Writing Workshop; 
ENG508 Writing, Editing & Design for Professional Advancement; ENGL498 Senior Semi-
nar in Writing; ENGL496 Independent Study (twice); ENGL306 Intermediate Fiction Writing 
(3 times); and ENGL206 Fiction Writing.

Between 1998 and 2008, as adjunct professor, I taught the Graduate Fiction Writing Semi-
nar at the University of Houston, Clear Lake, three times. I serve on UHCL’s humanities 
graduate programs advisory board. I originated a UHCL master's degree concentration in 
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Space and Exploration Studies. I was instrumental in bringing Johnson Space Center's 
human spaceflight history archives to the University library, and facilitated contacts be-
tween the University and the International Space University in Strasbourg, France. For my 
efforts, the University named me Academic Volunteer of the Year, in 2000.

In 1997-98, I was a visiting professor in the English Department at Boise State University, 
teaching fiction and literature. Before that, I was a continuing studies instructor for BSU in 
McCall, and Founding Director of BSU's successful Writers & Readers Rendezvous. I was 
a board member of the McCall Arts and Humanities Council, and Artists' Representative to 
the Idaho Commission on the Arts. Earlier, I worked as an Idaho Poet in the Schools, and 
served for two years as Idaho's Writer in Residence. I also taught for Lewis-Clark State Col-
lege and for the University of Montana.  For these efforts — and for my writings — I was the 
first Idaho writer to receive the Governor's Award in the Arts. 

COMMERCIAL SPACEFLIGHT ENTREPRENEUR
I was one of the first employees of the private spacecraft company Excalibur Almaz, an Isle 
of Man corporation with offices in Houston and Moscow. EA is modernizing several TKS 
space capsules and Almaz space stations, which once flew as part of the secret Soviet 
space program. We plan to orbit them in the near future -- for tourism, science and explora-
tion -- to create the world's first commercial spaceline.  I worked in investor and sponsor 
relations, business plan development, historical research, and marketing tools creation 
(texts, storyboards and video).  For my contributions, the company's founders rewarded me 
with an equity stake in our enterprise.

NASA HISTORIAN & WRITER
For NASA, my services have included: writing Johnson Space Center's Annual Report; 
ghost-writing a biographical memoir for famed JSC Director Chris Kraft; authoring JSC’s 
History Portal web site; and collecting oral histories in East Texas after the Columbia space 
shuttle accident.  I am the author of NASA's extensive history of the Shuttle-Mir program, 
during which US astronauts served onboard the Russian space station Mir. The book, 
Shuttle-Mir: America and Russia Share History's Highest Stage, was the first history book 
to offer all of its research materials on a companion CD. The associated web site, History of 
Shuttle-Mir, is one of the best spaceflight history resources on the Internet.  For these ef-
forts, NASA awarded me its Public Service Medal, recognizing "exceptional contributions to 
the mission of NASA."

PRODUCER & CONTENT CREATOR FOR RADIO, TV, FILM & PRINT
I have worked as a commentator for NPR's All Things Considered, producing about 50 
commentaries and reports, including one for which I strapped a tape recorder to my chest 
and narrated a parachute jump to an Idaho wilderness forest fire. I also served as a weekly 
commentator for radio station KBSU, wrote a monthly column for the Idaho Statesman 
newspaper, and served on the board of advisors for Idaho Public Television. I was the host 
of an Idaho Public Television program pilot about life in the contemporary West. When 
KBSU was expanding its services into rural Idaho, I set up a radio repeater in the window of 
our upstairs bedroom, to beam KBSU's signal across Payette Lake to the town of McCall. 
When Discovery Pictures was promoting its IMAX film Wildfire: Feel the Heat, I promoted 
the film in Houston, LA and the Netherlands. In The Hague's Omni-MAX theater, I donned a 
smokejumper jumpsuit and rappelled from the ceiling down to the stage. I also worked as a 
freelance and travel writer, with articles and book reviews in Readers Digest, the Los Ange-
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les Times and Alaska Airlines Magazine, among others. I wrote test passages for the ACT 
college admission and placement examination.

In 1990, I received both first and second places for Best Magazine Columns from the Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists, Seattle area. In 1886, I took first place, Best Magazine Re-
porting, SPJ, Seattle area.

AUTHOR
I have published two adult novels, two young readers novels, two essay books and one 
NASA history. Several other books remain unpublished. My first published short story, “The 
Rowboat,” received a “Distinctive Short Story” commendation in Best American Short Sto-
ries 1975. I am currently working on several screenplays.

Novels

THE BOY WHO SPOKE DOG and THE BOY WHO RE-
TURNED FROM THE SEA, (Penguin, Dutton and Puffin, 
2005 and 2007), young readers novels which draw on 
earlier adventure novels (Robinson Crusoe, Treasure 
Island, etc.)  "An extraordinary novel of human survival 
and animal communication. Clay Morgan has used his 
skills as a superb story teller to interpret the language 
and behavior of dogs..." -- Jean Craighead George, 
author of My Side of the Mountain. VOYA "Top Shelf" 
Award; many states' schools reading lists.

SANTIAGO AND THE DRINKING PARTY (Viking and Penguin, 
1992), an "adventure in philosophy" novel set in the Amazon. "An 
expert mix of slapstick, irony, pathos, and sometimes sinister mystery 
... a deeply felt and provocative inquiry into the nature of life and 
death, and of the peculiar creatures who must finally deal with both." 
-- The Washington Post Book World. Pacific Northwest Booksellers 
Award, best novel. 

AURA (Confluence Press, 1983), a novel about art, epilepsy and his-
tory.  "This was one of those books that flung me into space and 
turned me into a writer ... I remember reading this book, the descrip-
tions of epileptic auras, the writing style, and thinking 'this is really it.' 
Suddenly, I knew that I could write, that it was possible. It was one of 
those life changing books, in terms of defining creativity..." -- Maria 
Dahvana Headley, author of The Year of Yes. Idaho Fiction Award.
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Histories and Essays

SHUTTLE-MIR: America and Russia Share History's Highest Stage 
(NASA, 2001), a history of the NASA program that sent American 
astronauts to live onboard the Russian space station. "This book is 
an example of what may become the norm for history texts-an illus-
trated narrative accompanied by a CD-ROM..." -- from the NASA 
abstract. 
 

IDAHO UNBOUND (West Bound Books, 1996), essays on places, 
with photos, maps and artwork, cop. “The best book on Idaho since 
Vardis Fisher’s [Works Progress Administration] classic over fifty 
years ago, and quite possibly the best travel guide ever written.” -- 
The Boulder (Colorado) News. 

BOISE, THE CITY AND THE PEOPLE (American Geographic, 1993), 
essays (with Steve Bly's photos). One reviewer wrote, “The strength 
of this book is the writer's obvious sensitivity to the character of the 
place and its people.”

SPEECHWRITER, GHOSTWRITER & PUBLIC SPEAKER
Since 1986, I have written speeches for former Teacher-in-Space Designee and now NASA 
astronaut Barbara Morgan, who gives keynote addresses at major conventions. I also give 
talks and presentations, most recently at the National Science Teachers Association re-
gional conference in Detroit.  I also ghost-write, on a confidential basis.

GOVERNMENT WRITER & EDITOR
Before my NASA career, I worked as the Writer/Editor for the Payette National Forest, and 
was responsible for the Forest’s Comprehensive Plan, Congressional correspondence, en-
vironmental statements, and other projects. I was the final writer for the National Research 
Council’s Everybody Counts: A Report To The Nation On The Future Of Mathematics Edu-
cation (1989).

OTHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION
I worked for many years as a US Forest Service Smokejumper, parachuting to fight wild-
fires in the western US and Alaska. I have served on the McCall, Idaho, Urban Redevelop-
ment Board. I am married to NASA astronaut Barbara Morgan, who flew on the space shut-
tle Endeavour in 2007. We have two sons -- Adam, 20, and Ryan, 18.
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