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Study: U.S. buffalo kills spurred by trade

CALGARY, Alberta, Aug. 1 (UPI) -- A Canadian 
environmental economist has determined European 
demand for bison leather caused the near-extinction of 
U.S. buffalo.

M. Scott Taylor of the University of Calgary argues the story of 
the buffalo slaughter on the Great Plains is not an American 
one. Instead, Taylor claims the slaughter of some 30 million 
bison between 1870 and 1880 was spurred by a tanning 
innovation created in Europe and maintained by a robust 
European demand for buffalo hides for use as industrial leather.

Taylor said he used international trade records and first-person 
accounts of the hunt to show the widespread bison slaughter 
was the result of a market for industrial leather that was virtually 
unregulated by the U.S. government.

The study is included in a working paper for the Canadian 
National Bureau of Economic Research.

Copyright 2007 by United Press International. All Rights 
Reserved.

Related Headlines

FSIS plans slaughter house policy changes (July 24, 2007) 
-- The U.S. Food Safety and Inspection Service is planning a 
public meeting to discuss proposed changes in slaughter house 
inspections. The FSIS said ... > full story

Women more depressed after heart attack (July 14, 2007) -- 
Women are more likely than men to have lingering depression 
after suffering heart attacks, Canadian researchers said. A study 
by the University of ... > full story

China's pulpwood needs may hurt forests (July 13, 2007) -- 
China's paper industry has a massive recycling capacity that is 
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shielding forests from destruction, an international forestry 
organization ... > full story

FSIS makes mad cow rule permanent (July 12, 2007) -- The 
U.S. Food Safety and Inspection Service announced a 
permanent prohibition on the slaughter of cattle that are unable 
to stand or walk. The ... > full story

Scientists develop bioactive paper (May 29, 2007) -- 
Canadian researchers have developed bioactive paper to detect 
and deactivate life-threatening bacteria and viruses, such as E.
coli and ... > full story
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Bison Hunters More Advanced Than Thought: 
Archaeologist (August 15, 2006) -- A University of 
Calgary archaeologist has proposed a controversial 
theory suggesting the First Nations of the Canadian 
Plains developed complex tribal social structures 
some 1,700 years earlier than ... > full story

'Reverse' Tanning Process Could Revolutionize 
Leather Industry (January 20, 2006) -- A new 
'greener' and cleaner chemical process could 
revolutionize the leather-tanning industry, according 
to a report in the Feb. 15 issue of the American 
Chemical Society's journal Environmental ... 
> full story

Possible Sasquatch Hair Turns Out To Be Bison 
(August 10, 2005) -- The hair sample found in Teslin, 
Yukon earlier last month (July 2005) did not come 
from the elusive Sasquatch, but rather from a ... 
> full story

Rock Art Depicting Commanches, 
Horses Clad In Leather Armor 
Discovered In Colorado (April 1, 2004) 

 

In Other News ...
U.S., EU, Russia begin talks 
on Kosovo (2 hours ago) 

Search underway for 
deputy's killers (2 hours ago) 

U.S. border reforms 
announced (2 hours ago) 

Nine indicted for sex 
trafficking (2 hours ago) 
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